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Welcome to the newsletter of the UNESCO-IOC Perth Program Office (PPO). 

This newsletter provides an update on recent PPO programs and activities. 

To find out more about us, visit our website. 
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IndOOS CLIVAR Exchanges Special Issue Now Published! 

The IndOOS CLIVAR Exchanges special issue The Recent Decadal Review (2020-

2030) of the Indian Ocean Observing System (IndOOS-2) and its Outcomes has now 

been published. The issue contains a series of articles designed to "provide collective 

reviews that address the progress made and the gaps that still exist in understanding 

the complex dynamical and biogeochemical processes in the Indian Ocean, and in 

improving prediction skills for weather, climate, and ecosystems" (Lisan Yu, 2020, p.1). 

The articles also address the Review's recommendations and provide a roadmap for 

IndOOS-2 over the next decade. The online version can be found here.  

 

  

   

 

 

 
 

http://www.clivar.org/documents/exchanges-78


IOC PPO Conference Presentations 

 

On February 10, 2020 the IOC PPO attended the Australian Meteorological and 

Oceanographic Society Conference (AMOS) in Fremantle, WA and had the opportunity 

to deliver two presentations representing the PPO and numerous international 

colleagues. The first presentation focused on the Second International Indian Ocean 

Expedition (IIOE-2) (2015-2025) highlighting enhanced ocean-climate understanding of 

the Indian Ocean achieved in the first five year phase of IIOE-2 and the recently 

endorsed continuance of the IIOE-2 out to 2025. The second covered the Indian Ocean 

Observing System (IndOOS) which is designed to provide sustained, high quality 

oceanographic and marine meteorological measurements, IndOOS achievements over 

the last decade, and the recommendations for the future "IndOOS-2". The IIOE-2 and 

IndOOS-2 were also profiled in terms of their prospective alignment and roles in the UN 

Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development 2021-30. 

 

  

Earlier this year (January 25-30, 2020), the Head of IOC PPO attended the International 

Conference on Earth and Environmental Sciences and Technology for Sustainable 

Development (ICEEST) hosted by the University of Dhaka, Bangladesh from 25-30 

January 2020. The aim of the conference was to improve understanding of the geo-

resources, blue economy, abrupt climate changes, natural disasters and engineering 

solutions for sustainable development in a national, regional and global context. The 

Head of IOC PPO presented on the role of the IIOE-2 (2015-2025) as an established 

program that can make a material contribution to the United Nations Decade of Ocean 

Science for Sustainable Development 2021-30. The presentation also profiled the 

recently completed Decadal Review of the Indian Ocean Observing System as IndOOS-



 

2. The ICEEST included a field expedition to the amazing Sundarban region of 

Bangladesh. 

 

 

Sundarbarn region of Bangladesh (NASA Earth Observatory)  

 

 
 

 

IOC PPO Continues to Support Planning for UN Decade of Ocean Science 

 

 

The UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development 2021-2030 aims to 

provide a framework for countries to collaborate to generate ocean science for 

sustainable management of the oceans and coasts globally. The Decade's preparatory 

phase (2018-2020) is being coordinated by the UNESCO-IOC and involves widespread 

consultation. Regional workshops covering all regions of the globe are being organised 

as an opportunity for a diverse range of stakeholders to provide input. The IOC PPO is 

supporting this process through attendance at several workshops to date, including 

those in 2019/20 in New Caledonia, Japan (for the Pacific Ocean) and India (for the 

North-Central Indian Ocean). For more information on the Decade click here. 

 

 
 
 

https://oceandecade.org/


 

International Indian Ocean Science Conference - POSTPONED! 

 

  

Both the International Indian Ocean Science Conference (IIOSC 2020) and back-to-back 

annual meetings of associated scientific alliances due to be held in Goa, India this March 

have been POSTPONED till further notice due to the recent outbreak of COVID-19. This 

decision had delegate safety and imperatives relating to global due diligence being of 

utmost importance. Please refer to the IIOSC 2020 website 

(https://iiosc2020.incois.gov.in/) for advice on rescheduled dates which are planned to 

be released shortly. 

 

The IIOSC 2020 was due to be held from 16-20 March 2020 in Dona Paula, Goa. The 

annual meetings of the IIOE-2 Steering Committee, Indian Ocean Global Ocean 

Observing System (IOGOOS), Indian Ocean Region Panel (IORP), Sustained Indian 

Ocean Biogeochemistry and Ecosystem Research (SIBER), Indian Ocean Observing 

System (IndOOS) Resource Forum (IRF), and IOC Regional Committee for the Central 

Indian Ocean (IOCINDIO) were to be held the following week from 22-26 March 2020 in 

Vasco-da-Gama, Goa.  
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