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During the last decades, due to the war which affected the country and lack of skilled 

personnel, it was not possible to guarantee any kind of protection to the conservation sites. 

There were also limited economic and organizational resources which are deemed to be 

extremely important for the better management of the protected areas. With the restoration of 

peace in the country, the areas of conservation started to get more attention. 

The present trend is focused on the fact that the management of areas of protection 

must be done with participation of local communities. This is an important component in the 

preservation of biodiversity and sustainable development. Several projects (Cf: TABLE 1) on 

conservation of biodiversity in Mozambique are being carried out and one of the most 

important is the Transfi-ontier Conservation Areas Project. This project includes the Maputo 

Reserve in Matutuine District in the northern part of Kwazulu Natal) through the Corridor of 

Elephants and the area to be developed within an integrated perspective for the benefit of local 

communities. Within the framework of its implementation, the Reserve of Elephants was 

identified as the major conservation project, with a population of elephants of 300 individuals. 

Due to its peculiar characteristic it is expected to be indicated as a Biosphere Reserve. 

TABLE 1 : Areas of conservation in the Maputo Province 

Note : *Special Reserves are areas designed to protect one or more animal species and where 
any kind of hunting is prohibited unless there is special authorization by the National 
Directorate of Forests and Wildlife (DNFFB). 

SOURCE : DNFFB 

However, the indication of the Special Reserve of Maputo as a Biosphere Reserve 

depends on the implementation of this new MAB Project in Mozambique, to complement those 

ones already existing. 

The Reserve is strategically located near the city of Maputo, South Africa and 

Swaziland. Several development projects have been proposed in the surrounding areas 

including industrial agriculture, tourism, reserves for private hunting and cattle-breeding. In the 

areas nearby, there are several local communities depending basically on natural resources for 
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their survival A proposal has been made for official recognition of Futi Corridor in order to 

promote the conservation of biodiversity of the area through a special status of protection 

which enables a community management of natural resources, guaranteeing therefore to the 

populations the right for land and the resources. 

2) The Mawto Special Reserve 

Established in 1932 through the Legislative Decree no 324, the Maputo Special 

Reserve has an area of SO 000 hectares (Cf: MAP 2). Its boundaries are marked : in the north 

by the Machangulo Peninsula and the Maputo Bay, in the south by a parallel which divides the 

Piti and Xingute Lakes (Cf: PHOTO l), in the east by the Indian Ocean and in the west by the 

Maputo River and Ponta do Ouro highway. 

MAP 2 : Location of the Map&o Special Reserve 
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PHOTO 1 : Xingute Lake, 6 hypopotamus can be seen on the background. 

a- Objectives 

The initial objective was to protect the elephant (Loxodonta africanus), objective 

which was in 1969 extended to cover other endangered species of major mammals, specially 

white rhino which now is considered as extincted in the district. The population of elephants, a 

population genetically original, is concentrated in the northern part of the Reserve. In 

accordance to the National Directorate of Forests and Wildlife (DNFFB), the population is 

estimated between 250 to 350 rhinos in 1996. 

b- Importance 

The Maputo Special Reserve is situated in a centre of flora diversity with a significant 

level of endemism at the international level. This reserve is located at a strategic site as it is 

situated to the south of the tropics, where many species are located in this southern limit. The 

precise number of endemic populations in the Reserve is unknown, but there are some sources 

revealing that this number is high. 

The Maputo Special Reserve has a potential which enables it to have the status of a 

Biosphere Reserve therefore, considering that it has a human population that co-existed during 

hundreds of years with nature, it is proposed that the Reserve be extended (CJ R/IAp 3) to the 
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south of the Piti Lake (Cf: PHOTO 21 and integrate the area covered by the Official Declaration 

of the Futi Corridor. This area would senre as a centre for demonstration, education, research 

and experimentation in the management of the area where man is an integrant part of the 

ecosystem. 

MAP 3 : Proposed protection zones and the Futi Corridor 
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PHOTO 2 : Pifi Lake. 

c- Fauna 

From a zoogeographic point of view, the fauna is very rich. It is important to enable 

migration of species to the South. As for the flora there is, in Mozambique, no Red Data Lists. 

Although it is known that more than 3 337 species of birds spread through the region, 4 

species and about 43 sub-species are endemic or almost endemic to the region. Van Wick 

reveals other endemic or almost endemic species and the rate infiaspecific (the total in 

brackets) including 14 mammals (102 species, about 4 locally extincted), 23 reptiles (about 

1 112 species or sub-species) and 3 amphibians (45 species or subspecies). 

Such animals like grey-goats (Svlvicarpa primmia), chipenes (Raphiceros 

campestris), chacals (canis mesomelas and canis audustus) and porcupine (f&strix 

afiicaeaustrahs) are going to be extinct. Some species are in danger of extinction, like 

crocodiles and jiboa. The reserve has also a major population of crocodiles of Nile, the 

maritime coast is an important location of nidification of two species of marine tortoises with 

large head (Caretta caretta) and tortoise-de-cow-o (Dermochellvs coreacea). 

In terms of conservation, it is well known that man is despoiling fauna reducing not 

only its diversity but also its population density. Regular burst of fires have contributed for the 

reduction of certain effective and sometimes up to its eventual extinction. Besides the intensive 
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hunting which contributes highly to the reduction of animals, animals became more attentive 

and most of them maintain themselves hidded or run away long distances. 

d- Flora 

In this area there are very scarce detailed and studies are outdated as they are from 

the 1960s and 1970s by WILD and FERNANDES (1967) and MYRE (1971) among others. 

The present studies are based on observation and recognition, most of the times without deep 

details. For this reason, the present state of endangered species is not duly known. In 

accordance with some sources, some plant species deemed as endemic in the phitogeographic 

region of Maputanland Pondoland, can be found in the District as a whole. In Mozambique 

there is no official and updated list of protected species. There is only an approximative 

number refering to tree species which is indicated in the Forest Legislation of Mozambique. 

Based on a study visit, a list of endemic species or almost endemic of the Distric has 

been raised (Cf: HATTON et al.). There are in the District the following protected 

species : i) species commercially valuable as Entrandrophraama caudatum, Spirostachvs 

africana, Berchemia zevheri, Podocarpus faicatus, Podocarpus spy and Diospvros 

mespiliformis which nowadays are very limited due to an intensive exploitation ; ii) some 

species of limited distribution in the area are as Ficus trichopoda, Ficuspohti, Ficus 

verruculosa, Encephalotos ferox and Raphia australius ; and iii) other specific species of the 

phitogeographic region, which can also be found in the area of the Reserve, such as 

Pandus hvinstonianus, Strelitzia spp. and Ekebewia capensis ; iv) Barringtonia racemosa, a 

mangal species already considered in danger in the Natal region and occurring in the Maputo 

Special Reserve. 

The majority of terrestrial communities can be found in the southern part of the 

District, as there is a slight change-substitution of natural vegetation. There are, meanwhile, 

areas well located where major activities, such as deforestation caused by firewood and coal 

explorers, are concentrated which have conducted to a complete destruction of the 

ecosystems. The cutting of species like Warburaia Salutaris or African Sandal0 (Spirostachvs 

africana), a precious timber species, for the production of firewood and coal is rapidly 

increasing the deforestation. There is also a lack of control in the harvest of food and medicine 

plants putting in danger the survival of certain species. 

In general, the use of terrestrial resources is practiced near some population 

agglomerations in a relatively small scale. However, if the number of people increase and if 

there is a commercialization of terrestrial resources or if the level of living and well-being of 
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population improve, it is expected that the re-introduction of cattle in the Special Reserve of 

Maputo (common practice in previous years), could create negative impacts on a vegetation 

and its biodiversity. 

e- Management and monitoring of the Reserve 

The Maputo Special Reserve was abandoned during the war. During and after the 

war, the wild animal populations were severely killed due to illegal hunting and, with the 

emerging of peace, by commercial (licensed) hunters. This reserve was re-occupied by 

management and monitoring personnel of the National Directorate of Forest and Wildlife 

(DNFFB) and, since January 1995, a Mozambican Official was set up in the Reserve, but they 

are facing some problems : i) shortage of basic equipment and non-existence of basic facilities ; 

and ii) the management capacity of the Reserve is presently very limited due to the lack of 

qualified personnel and of financial resources, transportation and inadequate equipment. The 

marine part of the Reserve particularly was not appropriately administered. 

Elephants usually invade farms and eat the plantations causing serious damages, 

sometimes they destroy all properties of several families. So, they are always deemed as being 

“animal problem” by local communities. To alleviate the damages caused by animals to human 

properties, several meetings were held with the populations residing in the interior of the 

Reserve, in order to sensibilize and to arise support from the populations in the implementation 

of the Emmergency Programme. A survey of the damages caused by animals was carried out 

to show the interest that the Administration of the Reserve has for protecting the properties of 

the residents and taking into account that the majority of the residents are new-returnees from 

neighbouring countries since the end of the armed conflict. 

With an efficient monitoring, the Reserve would problably be in security. But a long 

term agreement depends on the relations between human beings and the natural resources in or 

out of the Reserve. An appropriate Administration within the Reserve is only possible if the 

conflicts between the authorities of the Reserve and local communities are solved peacefully. 

The personnel presently in service in the Reserve has few years of experience in community 

activities in issues related to the Reserve. An intervention of the Technical Adviser of the 

DNFFB responsible of community projects is recommended to address unjustices and/or to 

advise the community personnel of the importance of participation local communities. 

Therefore, some activities were carried towards the improvement of the 

administration of the Reserve. The National Directorate of Forest and Wildlife, the Provincial 
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Services of Forests and the Foundation Endangered Nature produced an Emergency Plan. It is 

worth mentioning that the Foundation Endangered Nature has been providing logistical 

support to the DNFFB since 1992. The main objectives of the Emergency Plan were the 

following : i) reabilitation and/or construction of monitoring posts in order to guarantee a 

sustainable socio-economic utilization of renewable resources ; ii) protection of human lives 

and goods, particularly the agricultural properties (agricultural associations) ; and ecological 

studies on fauna and flora. The other objectives were : i) studies of migration of elephants 

within the Futi Corridor ; ii) studies of the potentialities of the fauna and their impact on the 

local communities ; iii) study of population density in the Reserve ; iv) study of sacred sites of 

local communities in order to integrate them in the management planning ; v) improvement of 

the socio-economic conditions of the populations using certain incentives ; vi) submit tourism 

to a regulation using environmental instruments ; and vii) opening of contemplative tourism to 

guarantee the sustainability of financial resources donated by NGOS and financial institutions. 

Towards guaranteeing the effective administration of the Reserve’s resources, it is 

necessary to revise the present limits in order to include marine resources. Data gathered on 

the coastal area in April reveals that the distribution of coral reefs is spread through an area of 

6 km. in the sea, and Milibagalala, Dobela, Membene and Chemucane are one of the major 

areas for the conservation of dolphins, marine tortoises, whales and other range of marine 

beings. Therefore, recognizing the importance of the coastal habitat it has been proposed to 

extend the present limits in order to declare a Marine Reserve. This proposal if implemented 

would allow a better control of all fishing boats in the coral zones. Such an area must be 

signalled by buoys, so that all tourists wishing to undertake tourist activities in the area would 

have to get a licence and the control of fishing actitity by tourists in the surrounding areas of 

the Reserve would be guaranteed. 

f- Relations between communities and the Reserve 

Part of the population which was residing there before the war (estimated between 

5 000 and 10 000) returned to the Reserve. The other part remained in South Africa, awaiting 

to see the development of the situation. Now, the population is of about 500 to 1 300 people. 

The long-term ambitions of the population consists in re-establishing the previous way of 

living, including cattle. Formerly, the cattle exploitation caused a serious problem of over- 

grazing, competition and disturbances to wildlife. 
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The local communities are very poor, depending largely on subsistence agriculture 

and use of natural resources, including fishing resources, material of construction (wood), 

reed, eatable plants like fruits and roots, medicine plants and hunting meat. There are small but 

significative lands cultivated in the interior of the Reserve. Some resources, as mangal 

products, are still being used by outsiders. 

The Reserve needs to associate conservation and sustainable development towards 

avoiding an environmental degradation. Presently, the local communities are obtaining few 

benefits from the Reserve besides its natural resources. In the Reserve there are many sacred 

cemeteries and ceremonial places of major significance for the former and present residents and 

when these places are, in a certain extent, considered as untouched, these populations are 

contributing for their conservation and such places must be maintained and secured. 

g- Landscape and touristic potentialities 

The Reserve combines and preserves a wonderful variety of terrestrial plant 

communities and ecosystems (Cf: MAP 4). Some of them are not protected in any part of 

Southern of Africa. These include forests of flooded plain lands, mango grove, marshy forest, 

coastal dune forests, open forests and savanna, prairies, hygrophile prairies (fresh and saline). 

By associating all these varieties, it is more probable to find here a huge richness in species. 

The variety range of ecosystems in this zone, associated to the biodiversity of the 

District, the scenic beauty and its state of conservation gives a high aesthetical value to the 

landscape with, therefore, very high potentialities. Good climate, beautiful beaches, clean water 

and coral reefs and stones, the huge diversity of fish and shellfishs are major contributions to 

the atractiveness of this area for divers and tourists. 

The major touristic attraction of the Reserve, and which constitutes the reason of its 

creation, is its population of elephants. They are spread throughout the Reserve, but 

exceptionally in the mango grove or in the strip extending from the sea and the Zitundo- 

Machungulo highway. It is very common to see them crossing the Futi Corridor and sometime 

the male reach Kwazulu in South Africa. However, the barrier avoids this movement and has 

genetic consequences for the animals of the Reserve and the Tembe Park. 
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MAP 4 : Types of predominant vegetation of the Maputo Special Reserve 
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3) Conservation of natural resources and policy measures 

a- Conservation of natural resources 

The protection and sustainable use of ecosystems constitutes an essential objective of 

conservation of natural resources. Any area when duly conservated preserves the natural and 
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cultural heritage of a country. Conservation implies the maintenance of representative sites of 

natural regions viewing the preservation of biological diversity and maintenance of 

environmental stability of neighbouring regions. The protected zones give, also, an opportunity 

for rural development and for the rational use of marginal lands, as well as at it allows at the 

same time investigation, conservation, education, entertainment and tourism. The systems of 

protected areas vary considerably from country to country depending on their needs, priorities 

and legislations, institutional and financial differences. 

b- Policies and legislation 

The treaties, agreements and conventions are important legal instruments which 

guarantee the preservation of critical habitats against harmful consequences of certain 

development activities. 

In Mozambique, most part of legislation related to environmental issues are still based 

on colonial rules. The legislation of the colonial period and the one established after 

Mozambique became an independent country do not reflect the intersectorial character of 

management of natural resources. The position of Mozambique in relation to some 

conventions, agreements and treaties is detailed below (Cf: NPP). 

At the international level. Mozambique agreed and signed, in 1972, the Convention 

for the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage (World Heritage Convention). In 

1973, Mozambique signed but did not ratified the International Convention on Trade of 

Endangered Species. In 1992, it supported the Convention on Biological Diversity. 

At the regional level. Mozambique is signatory of the Southern African Development 

Community (SAJX) Treaty which all member states state their commitment to protect the 

environment. It signed the African Convention of Nature and Natural Resources in 1968 in 

which the concepts of National Parks and Natural Reserves were defined. 

At the national level. Mozambique promulgated, on 20 January 1955, the Decree 

no 40 040 which defines six categories of protected areas : National Parks, Integrated Natural 

Reserves, Partial Reserves, Special Reserves, Forest Reserves and Zones under the regime of 

Special Vigilance. It promulgated the status no 7/78 of 18 April 1978 which governs the 

cynegetic activity and provides guidelines for the establishment of protected areas on which 

hunting is prohibited. In 1996, the Rules and Procedures to be Observed by Tourists in 

Mozambique was published by the National Directorate of Tourism of the Ministry of 

Industry, Trade and Tourism), the National Plan for Environmental Management, which is the 
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