
Explanation to figures on page 77 

1. Laccotrephes grossus 60 mm. from tip of snout to origin of " tail ". 

2. N aucoris scutellMis 7 rnrn. 

3. Hydrometra greeni 13 mm. 

4. Diaphm·ocm·is punctatissimus 8 mm, 

5. Mict•onecta punctata 2 · 5 rnrn. 

6. Anisops ba1·bctta 11 rnrn. 

7. Oercometus fumosus 60 rnrn, 

8. Ranatra fllifot·mis 23 mm. from snout to origin of " tail ". 

9. Heleocm·is bengalensis 8 mm. 

10. Enithares abb1·eviata 12 mm. 

11. Mesovelia ot·ientalis 4 mm. after Distant. 

12. Sphae1·odema 1•usticum (male) with eggs cemented on its back, from Weerakoon 36 mm. 

13. Letlwce1·us indicus 85 mm, 
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Cercometus fumosus Dist. (Page 77, Fig. 7) 
Ce1·comet1ts strang1llat1ts Mont. 
Ranatra elongata Fabr. 
Ranatra .filifo1'1nis Fabr. (Page 77, Fig. 8) 
Ranatra longipes Stal. 
Rancttra vctripes Stal. 

FAMILY BELOSTOMATIDAE-Giant \¥ ater Bugs 

The largest insects are included in this family. Their forelegs are relatively unmodified while 
the hind legs are flattened and adapted for swimming. They have no respiratory tail processes. 
The feelers are four segmented. They are predatory and the larger species may even prey upon fishes. 
Lethoce1''lt8 is capable of flying considerable distances and is often seen at night round electric and other 
lights. In the genus Sphaemclema, the female lays her eggs in neat rows cemented to the back of 
the ma.le (Page 77, Fig. 12) which then acts as a ''nurse maid" carrying the eggs on bis back until 
they hatch. The male is therefore not able to fly till the eggs hatch out. Sphae1'odenta occurs in 
paddy fields and also in fast flowing streams of the low country. 

Lethocerus indimts (Lep. et Serv.) (Page 77, Fig. 13) 
Sphae1'odema 1 1''lt,stic'ltm (Fabr.) (Page 77, Fig. 12) 

FAMILY NAUCORIDAE-Creeping Water Bugs 

These insects have oval shaped bodies and four segmented feelers. N attcoris scutellaris is commonly 
found in tanks throughout the low country. DiaphMocoris punctatisshmts occurs on moist rock 
faces in the hill country a.nd is a rather slow moving insect. Heleocoris bengalensis is a very powerful 
swimmer and occurs in fast flowing rivers. It has been collected from the Kelani ganga at Kitulgala, 
from Welimada and the Kuda-Oya near Tissamaharama. It is capable of inflicting a very painful 
sting and should be handled with care. 

Dictpho1·oco1·is punctatissi1ntts (Kirby) (Page 77, Fig. 4) 
Heleocoris bengalensis Mont. (Page 77, Fig. 9) 
Na1woris scutellaris Stal. (Page 77, Fig. 2) 

FAMILY H.ELOTR.EPHIDAE-Backswimmers 

The head and thorax of these insects are fused. Three species are present in Ceylon. 

H elotrephes ki1'kaldyi Esaki et China 
Limnot1'ephes cnmpbelli Esald et China (Page 80, Fig. 4) 
Tiphot1'ephes indicus Dist. (Page 80, Fig. 3) 

FAMILY PLEHDA.E-Small Backswimmers 
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They are very similar in structure to the Helotrephiclae. Two species occur in Ceylon. 

Plen f1'ontnlis Fie b. (Page 80, Fig. 2) 
Plea litttmtn Kirk. 

1 La.uch et Menke 1961 changed the na;rne Sphae1•odema to Diplonyohus, 



FAMILY NOTONECTIDAE-Backswimmers 

These insects are strong swimmers but they do so on their backs, propelling themselves by means 
of their long hind legs. When they dive into the depths of water, they carry with them a bubble of 
air between a series of hairs on either side of the body. They periodically come up to the surface to 
renew their supply of air. They have large broad heads with prominent eyes and four segmented 
feelers (antennae). The proboscis is short and made up of three or four segments. The forewings 
are well developed and they are capable of flight. These insects should be handled with care as 
they are capable of inflicting painful stings. Anisops spp. have silvery wings while Enithares spp. 
are drab brown to dark brown in colour. Anisops has a hair lined pit in the mid line at the junction 
of the thorax and abdomen. They are found throughout the low country in small habitats. 

Anisops ali Dist. 
Anisops barbata Brooks (Page 77, Fig. 6) 
Anisops batillij1·ons Lundb. 
Anisops bo~wieri Kirk. 
Anisops brecldini Kirk. 
Anisops crinata Brooks 
Anisops extendofrono Brooks 
Anisops nasuta Fieb.1 

Anisops nivea (Fabr.) 
Enithares abbrevictta (Kirby) (Page 77, Fig. 10) 

Enithctres templetoni (Kirby) 
Enithares triangularis (Guer.) 
Enithares triangularis var. simplex (Kirby) 
Nychia malayana Lundb.2 
Nychict marshalli (Scott) 2 

FAMILY CORIXIDAE-The Water Boatmen 

They are a family of minute water insects. However, Ag'mptocorixa hyalinipennis is relatively 
large being about 10 mm. in length. They are similar to the Notonectidae but do not swim on their 
backs. Like the Notonectidae they carry a bubble of air for respiration. They have oval and flattened 
bodies. They do not have a conspicuous proboscis. These insects suck up particles of debris, swept 
up with their spatulate forelimbs. Theheadiswicler than the first segment (pronotum) of the thorax. 
The forelegs are short and thick and eaf'h consists of a single flattened segment which bears in the 
male, a row of small strong teeth giving it a rough surface. When the rough surfaces of the two feet 
are drawn across the inconspicuous proboscis a shrill note is produced. The middle and the hind 
legs are long. The hind legs are flattened and fringed with hairs to aiel in swimming. The eggs 
are usually laid singly attached to the stems of plants or are attached to threads of floating algae. 
They are generally found in still waters being particularly numerous in paddy fields and the edges 
of irrigation reservoirs and are capable of flight. M icronecta punctatct is often found in rock pools in 
river beds. M. q~wdristrigata is the commonest species. 

Agmptocorixa hyalinipennis (Fabr. )3 

1 Doubtful record for Ceylon. The original A. nasttta has been broken up into several species. 
2Doubtful species, they are probably Anisops b1·eddini. 

3 New record for Ceylon. 
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Explanation to figures above 

(1. Rhagodotarsus kraeplini 3·5 rom. from snout to end of abdomen. 

2. Plea frontalis 2·5 mm. 

3. Tiplwtrephes indicus 1·5 rom. 

4. Limnotrephes campbelli 1·5 mm. 

5. GM'1'is adelaidis 15 rom. 

Explanation to figures on page 81 

1. Rhagovelia mvana 4 mm. from snout to end of abdomen. 

2. M et1·ocoris stali 7 mm. from snout to end of abdomen. 

3. Limnogonus nitidus 11 mm. from snout to end of abdomen, 

4. Ptilomera cingalensis 14 rom. from snout to end of abdomen. 

5. Limnogonus parvulus 6 rom. from snout to end of abdomen. 

6. Oylind1•ostethus productus 24 mm. from snout to end of abdomen. 

7. Limnometra jluvio1·um 13 mm. from snout to end of abdomen. 

8. Venidius henryi 1 · 5 mm. from snout to end of abdomen. 

9. Timasius splendens 3 mm. 
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M icronecta albijrons Motsch. 
M ic1·onecta fascioclamts Chen. 
Micmnecta flavens Wrobl. 
.llf icronecta pnnctata Fie b. (Page 77, Fig. 5) 
M icronecta quadristrigata Bredd. 
M icronecta scutellaris ( Stal) 
M icronecta tarsalis Chen. 
Sigam substriata (Uhl.) 

FAMILY HYDROMETRIDAE-The Water Measurers 

This family is represented in Ceylon by one species only. It lives on the surface of the water 
in sheltered situations. The length of the head is several times its width and the portion 
in front of the eyes is very elongate. The body is narrow and stick-like ; the hind portion of the abdomen 
is covered with a velvety pile of hair. The antennae are four segmented. They lay their eggs singly 
on plants above the water level. They feed on smaller aquatic creatures or on floating waste 
material. Hydrometm greeni Kirk. (Page 77, Fig. 3) is often found near stagnant water walking on 
weeds and on the edges of the water. It is very common in buffalo wallows in paddy fields along 
with veliids. 

FAMILY MESOVELIIDAE-Pond Skaters 

Only one species, namely Mesovelia orientalis Kirk. (Page 77, Fig. 11) has been recorded from 
Ceylon. They live on the surface of the water and are similar to those of the families Veliidae and 
GeiTidae. They frequent the leaves of plants and embed their eggs in the stems. The head is shorter 
than the thorax. The abdomen unlike in the Hydrometridae is not narrow. The insects of this 
family are similar to those of the families V eliidae and Gerridae. 

FAMILY VELIIDAE-Water Skaters 

In these insects the length of the head is about the same as the width across the eyes. The 
posterior legs are short. They possess the usual velvety pile of hair. These insects are generally found 
in streams, living in clusters or flocks on the surface of the water swimming against the current. 
Mic1·ovelia longicomis is a common inhabitant of small pools of water in the low country. It is 
capable of flight and is commonly seen in rain puddles. 

M ic1·ovelia dihtta Dist. 
M icmvelia longicomis Bueno 
Rhagovelia nigricans Burm. 
Rhagovelia mvana Kirk. (Page 81, Fig. 1) 
Peritoppns bredclini Kirk. 

FAMILY G:ERRIDAE-The Water Striders 

These insects live on the surface of the water. The head is short, its length being about the 
same as its width across the eyes. The posterior legs are very long, the femora (thigh or third division 
of leg) extending far beyond the abdominal apex. They possess a velvety pile of hairs beneath the 
abdomen. The eggs are deposited in a cluster surrounded by mucilage and attached to submerged 
plants. 
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Oylindrosteth1ts bitnbermtlatus Schmidt 
Oylindrosteth1ts nietneri Schmidt 
Oylind1·ostethus procluctus Spin. (Page 81, Fig. 6) 
Ge1'1'is adelaidis Dohrn (Page 80, Fig. 5) 
Gerris pectoralis Mayr. 



Limnogonus fossarum (Fabr.) 
Limnogonus nitidus (Mayr.) (!'age 81, Fig. 3) 
Limnogonus parvulus (Stal) (Page 81, Fig. 5) 

Limnometra anadyomene (Kirk.) 
Limnometraftuviorum (Fabr.) (!'age 81, Fig. 7) 

M etrocoris illustrarius Dist. 
M etrocoris stali (Dohrn) (!'age 81, Fig. 2) 

Onychot?·echus sakuntala (Kirk.) 
Ptilomem cingalensis (Stal) (Page 81, Fig. 4) 

Rhagodotarsus kraeplini Breddin (Page 80, Fig. 1) 
Rheumatogonus custodiendus (Dist.) 
Rheumatogonus vittatus Esaki 
Venidius henryi Esaki (Page 81, Fig. 8) 

FAMILY HEBRIDAE 

This is a family of minute insects with five segmented feelers. They usually live on floating 
pond weeds and even among damp weeds and moss on the shore. 

Timasius atratus Dist. 
Timasius splendens Dist. (!'age 81, Fig. 9) 

COLEOPTERA 

(The Beetles) 

Among the various insect orders the Coleoptera contains the largest number of species. They 
are found in all types of terrestrial habitats and a number of species are aquatic and show various 
grades of adaptation to an aquatic life. Some like the Dytiscidae are confined to the water although 
pupation takes place in moist places outside the water itself. The Hydrophilidae are aquatic in the 
adult stage but the larvae of some species are found in moist soil (like many terrestrial beetles). Most 
aquatic beetles are capable of withstanding considerable desiccation and during the drought live under 
various moist or even dry objects. 

There is a large group of beetles which live near the water and invade it from time to time and 
they seem to be equally at home in or out of the water. Such forms have not been included in this 
publication. 

A striking character of the Coleoptera is the specially modified pair of horny, hard, shiny 
first, pair of wings, termed elythra, which form a protective covering for the normally large 
and membraneous second pair of wings. In flying they use the second pair of wings. The beetle~ 
have strong biting mouthparts and their legs are flattened and fringed with hairs to help in swimming. 
The Coleoptera undergo extensive and complete metamorphosis, the larvae and adults being very 
different in appearance. The larvae of the different species are very variable in form and are difficult 
to recognise. 

The list of aquatic beetles recorded for Ceylon can only be considered very tentative. . Most 
of the records are very old and no recent revision of aquatic beetles of the area is available unlike the 
Hemiptera where many recent works deal with species from Ceylon. 

The aquatic beetles recorded from Ceylon are placed in five families, namely, Dytiscidae, 
Noteridae, Haliplidae, Gyrinidae and Hydrophilidae. We have omitted from the present account 
some families, e.g., Helodidae, which are relatively rare. 
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KEY TO ADULT COLEOPTERA 

I. Maxillary palp generally longer than antennae. Each antenna is club shaped at its 
tip ............................................................................................ Hydrophilidae, page 89 
Maxillary palp shorter than antennae ........................................................................ 2 

2. Posterior end of abdomen not covered by wings. Each eye divisible into two parts 
Surface swimmers ................................................................ : ........... Gyrinidae, page 88 
Entire abdomen covered by the wings. Each eye not divided into two parts. 
Live submerged in the water ........................................................................................ 3 

3. Large plates covering the bases of hind legs so that the point at which they are 
attached to the body cannot be seen (Page 91, Fig. 4) ................ Haliplidae, page 88 
No plates covering the base of hind legs and the point of attachment to the body is 
visible ................................................................................................................................ 4 

4. Feet not flattened but adapted for digging. Body somewhat crescentic in shape 
and slightly compressed ................................................................ Noteridael, page 88 
Feet generally flattened for swimming ........................................ Dytiscidae1 page 84 

KEY TO THE COLEOPTERAN LARVAE 

1. Last three segments of leg relatively long and well-developed, the last segment 
terminating in one or two movable claws .................................................................... 2 
Legs with not more than two long segments and a singl~ claw shaped segment 
at the tip. More or less maggot-like (Dipteran larvae) (Page 91, Fig. 9) 
.................................................................................................... Hydrophilidae, page 89 

2. Abdomen terminating in a [long tapering tail process. Shape generally long 
and thin. Last segment of leg terminating in one claw (Page 91, Fig. 1) 
............................................................................................................ Haliplidae, page 88 
Abdomen without long process. Last segment of leg terminating in two claws. 
General shape robust .................................................................................................... 3 

3. Four hooks at end of abdomen. Lateral abdominal gills present (Page 91, Fig. 6) 
............................................................................................................ ~ Gyrinidae, page 88 
Abdominal hooks and lateral abdominal gills absent............................................ 4 

4. Body cylindrical and tapering at the hind end. Legs short (Page 87, Fig. 7) 
............................................................................................................ Noteridae, page 88 
Body spindle shaped. Legs not short. Swimming and crawling larvae (Page 87, 
Figs. 1, 4 and 6) ............................................................................ Dytiscidae, page 84 

FAMILY DYTISCIDAE-Diving Beetles 

These beetles occur both in standing and in rmming water and are well adapted for an aquatic 
life. They can be characterised as follows : The first pair of wings are as long as the abdomen. ~The 
hind legs are widely separated from the second pair of legs and possess very large coxae (segment 
nearest the body). The first two pairs of legs are short. In some species there are adhesive pads on 
the first pair of legs of the males which enable them to hold onto the female while copulating. The 
antennae are long and filiform. The adults breathe by coming to the surface and thrusting the extreme 
end of the abdomen out of the water and larvae do the same with the tail-lilm processes at the hind 
end of the abdomen. Their larvae have large heads and long tapering bodies. The larvae and adults 
are armed with powerful mandibles which are grooved for sucking the body juices of their victims. 

1 It is difficult to give simple characters to separate the Dytiscidae and Noteridae. Some authors consider 
both families under Dytiscidae, 
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There are 43 species of diving beetles of which the commonest are Oybistef confusus, Hydfaticus 
fabricii, Eretes sticticus, Laccophilus chinensis inefficiens and Bidessus1 inconstans. 

Bidessus 1 inconstans Reg. 
Bidessus (Bidessus) antennatus Reg. 
Bidessus (Bidessus) fiaviculus Motsch. 
Bides sus (Bidessus) gentilia Sharp 
Bides sus ( Olypeodytes) bufo Sharp 
Bidessus ( Olypeodytes) griseoguttatus Reg. 
Oopelatus discoides Sharp 
Oopelatus horni Reg. 
Oopelatus indicus Sharp (Page 87, Fig. 9) 
Oopelatus pusillus Sharp 
Oybiste?' em· doni Sever. 
Oybister confusus Sharp (Page 87, Fig. 3) 
Oybiste?' dejeani Aube 
Oybiste?' javanus Aube 
Oybiste?· sugillatus var. prolixus Sharp 
Oybister ventralis Sharp 
Eretes sticticus L. (!'age 87, Fig. 10) 
H ydraticus fabricii MacL. 
Hydraticus fractijef Walk. 
Hydraticus luczomicus Aube 
Hydraticus pacijicus Aube (Page 87, Fig. 5) 
Hydraticus vittatus var. angustulus Reg. 
Hydrovatus conjeftus Sharp 
Hydrovatus ferrugatus Reg. 
H ydrovatus fusculus Sharp 
Hydrovatus obscurus Motsch. 
H yd?'ovatus sinistef Sharp 
H yphoporus interpulus Clark 
Hyphyd1·us indicus Sharp (Page 87, Fig. 14). 
Hyphydrus lyratus Schwartsz 
Hyphydrus renardi Ser. 
Lacconectus simoni Reg. 
Laccophilus anitcatus Sharp 
Laccophil1ts ceylonicus Zimm. (Page 87, Fig. 12) 
Laccophilus chinensis inefficens Walk 
Laccophilus ellipticus Reg. 
Laccophilus flavescens Motsch. 
Laccophilus fiexnosus Aube 
Laccophilus guttalis Reg. 

1 The Genus Bidessus inS. E. Asia has been given a new generic name--Guignotus after Prof. Guigr.ot. 

85 



Explanation to figures on page 87 

1. Dytisoid larva from Macan 5 mm.long. 

2. Sandracottus jestivus 15 mm. 

3. Oybiste1· conjusus 40 mm. 

4. Young larvae of Hydrovatus conjertua after Williams 

5. Hydraticus pacificus 16 mm, 

6. Larva of Oybister 60 mm. 

'I. N oterid larva from M:acan 7 mm. long, 

8. Oanthydrus luctuosus 3 mm. 

9. Oopelatus indicus 4•5 mm. 

10, Eretes sticticus 12 mm. 

11. Hydrocoptus subvittatus 14 mm. 

12. Laccophilus ceylonicus 5 mm, 

13. Rhantus punctatus 13 mm. 

14. Hyphydrus indicus 5 mm. 
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Rhantus interclusus Walk. 
Rhantus punctatus Four. (Page 87, Fig. 13) 
Rhantus taprobanicus Sharp 
Sandracottus festivus (Ill.) (Page 87, Fig. 2) 

FAMILY NOTERIDAE-The Digging Beetles 

These are small beetles often included in the family Dytiscidae which they agree with in structure 
except that the legs are adapted for digging. They are crescentic in shape and are slightly compressed. 
In Ceylon they are very common in paddy fields and often are present in large numbers. Four species 
have been recorded from Ceylon. 

Oanthydrus laetabilis Wallr. 
Oanthydrus luctuosus Aube. (Page 87, Fig. 8) 
Hydrocoptus subvittatus Motsch. (J;>age 87, Fig. 11) 
N eptosterm~;s taprobanicus Sharp 

FAMILY HALIPLIDAE-Crawling Beetles 

These are closely allied to the Dytiscidae but are generally very small and oval in shape. The 
antennae are filiform and ten segmented. The hind coxae (!Segment nearest the body) have plate 
like structures which cover the origin of the hind legs and a portion of the ventral side of the insect 
(Page 91, Fig. 4). These larvae have each a long ta.il process. 

A single specimen of Haliplus pulchellus was collected by the authors near an electric light at 
Maha Dlupalama. This species is widely distributed inS. E. Asia. Only two species of this family 
has been recorded from. Ceylon. 

Haliplus ang1<stijrons Reg. 
Haliplus p~dchell'tts Clark 

FAMILY GYRINIDAE-The Whirligig Beetles 

These beetles are surface swimmers and are gregarious in their habits. They are to be found 
constantly darting about in graceful curves around one another and hence the name "Whirligig Beetles ". 
When the beetles are disturbed they dive underneath the surface of the water, carrying along with 
them a bubble of air. ·They fly readily from one pond to another. They are black and shiny with 
a depressed body. The wings do not cover the posterior section of the abdomen. Their antennae 
are very short and stout. Each eye is divisible into two portions, one for aerial vision and the other 
for vision in the water. The second and third pair oflegs are greatly flattened, paddle-like and provided 
with hairs. They lay their eggs on the leaves of submerged water plants. The larvae are similar to 
those of the Dytiscidae except that they do not have a breathing tube but a pair of tracheal gills on 
each abdominal segment (J;>age 91, Fig. 6). Pupation takes place in a cocoon attached to water 
plants. 

Both the adults and larvae are scavengers feeding mainly on dead and drowning animals. They 
aestivate in the mud during the drought. Seventeen species of Gyrinidae are on record for Ceylon. 

88 

Aulonogyrus obliquus (Walk.) (Page 91, Fig. 2) 
Dineutes indicans W allr 
Dineutes indicus Aube. (Page 91, Fig. 7) 
Dineutes spinosus (Fab.) 
Dineutes unidentatus Aube. 



Gyrinus ceylonicus Reg. 
Gy1·inus convexiusculus Macl. (Page 91, Fig. 5) 
Orectochilus ceylonicus Redt. (Page 91, Fig. 3) 

Orectochilus dilatatus Redt. 
01·ectochilus discite?' Walk. 
Orectochilus fairmairei Reg. 
Orectochilus ]1·aternus Reg. 
01·ectochilus indicus Reg. 
O?·ectochilus limbat~ts Reg. 
O?·ectochil'lts productus Reg. 
Orectochilus wehnckei Reg. 
P orrho?Thynchus indicans W aile 

FAMILY HYDROPHILIDAE-Deep-water Beetles 

A special feature of this family is that the first maxillae have each a pointed process (maxillary 
palp) which is exceptionally long and in most species is longer than the antennae. For this reason 
these beetles are called Palpicornia. However there are a few Hydrophilidae which do not have long 
maxillary processes. The eggs may be ]aid in the form of floating cocoons or they may be attached 
to grass or floating objects depending on the species. Helochares spp. and Berosus spp. attach the eggs 
on to their own bodies. The larvae show a great diversity in form and structure. They usually pupate 
in clamp earth near the water. 

The hydropl ilicl beetles form an important item in the diet of many fishes both in the larval 
and adult stages. The large Hydrophilus is carnivorous and may even kill small fishes. The 
HydrophHidae are poor swimmers and generally walk on aquatic vegetation and other objects at the 
bottom of the habitat. When the water is disturbed many of the smaller species float on the surface. 
Some of the larger species like Hydrophil'lts, and Stemolophus are relatively good swimmers. Berosus 
indicus which is one of the commonest of the hydrophilicls makes a high pitched sound when taken 
in a net. 

The hydrophilid beetles are common in standing water habitats. They occur in large numbers 
in mud, and paddy fields are a favourite habitat. Because of their small sire and habit of living at 
the bottom they are often missed from collections a,nd hence our present knowledge of this group in 
Ceylon is very incomplete. However, sixty-one species have been recorded from Ceylon. 

Amphiops gibbus Ill. 
Amphiops rnirabilis Sharp 
Amphiops pedestris Sharp 
Arnphiops simplex Sharp 
Anacaena advena Sharp 
Anacaena rninima Sharp 
Armostus optatus Sharp 
Berosus (Bemsus) aeneiceps Motsch. 
Berosus (Berosus) pulchellus MacL. 
Berosus (Berosus) viticollis Boh. 
Berosus (Enoplurus) indicus Motsch. (l?age 91, Fig. 12) 
Oercyon aviarius Knisch (Page 91, Fig. 8) 
Oe1·cyon hydrophiloides Motsch. 
Oercyon lineolatus Motsch, 



Explanation to figures on page 91 

I. Haliplid larva from Macan 7 mm. long. 

2. Atdonogyrus obliquus 8 mm. 

3. OrectocMlu,s ceylonicus 13 mm. 

4. Haliplus sp. ventral view to indicate the plates covering the base of the hind legs, from:Macan 4 mm. long. 

5. Gyrinus convemiusculus 5 mm. long. 

6. Gyrinid larva, after Mellanby 16 mm. long. 

7. Dineutes indicus 16 mm. long. 

8. Oercyon aviarius 3 mm. long. 

9. Larva of Berosus, from Weerakoon 25 mm. long. 

10. Sternolophus (Neosternolophus) brachyacanthus ll mm. long. 

11. Helochares (Hydrobaticus) anchonalis 6 mm. long. 

12. Berosus (Enoplurus) indicu.! 6 mm. long. 

13. Enock,rus (Lumetus) iteratm 8 mm. long. 
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Oercyon lunulatus Germm. and Har. 
Oercyon nigriceps Marsham 
Oe?'cyon punctigerum Knisch 
Oercyon rufotestaceus Motsch. 
Oercyon uniformis Sharp 
Oercyon vicinalis Walk. 
Ooelostoma horni (Reg.) 
Ooelostoma stultum (Walle) 
O?'yptopleu?'um fer?'ugineum Motsch. 
O?'yptopleurum sulcatum Motsch. 
Dactylosternum abdominale (Fabr.) 
Dactylosternum dytiscoides (Fabr.) 
Enochfus (Lum,etus) es~triens (Walle) 
Enochf~ts (Lumetus) fragilis Sharp 
Enochnts (Lumetus) fuscatus (Motsch.) 
Enochfus (Lumetus) iteratus (Sharp) (Page 91, Fig. 13) 
Enochrus (Lumetus) nigropiceus (Motsch.) 
Epimetopus flavidulus Sharp 
Globaria leachi Hope 
H elochares densus Sharp 
Helochares pallens MacL. 
Helochares (Ohasmogenus) livo1·nicus Kuw. 
Helochcwes (Helochares) taprobanicus Sharp 
H elochares (H ydrobatimts) anchonalis Sharp (Page 91, Fig. II) 
H elochares (H ydrobctticus) lentus Sharp 
H ydraenct fontana Orch. 
Hyd?"Ochus lamtstris Niet. 
Hydrophil~ts inconspicuus (Niet.) 
Hyd1·ous (Hyd?"Ous) cashmirensis Redt. 
Hydrmts (Hyd?"Ous) olivaceus Fabr. 
Laccobius (Laccobi1ts) rectus Sharp 
Limnebi'lts rufipennis Reg. 
N eohyd?'ophilus rufivent?'-is N iet. 
Neohydrophilus spinicollis (Esch.) 
N eohydrophilus spinicollis elongatus Reg. 
Omic?'ogiton insularis Orch. 
Oocyclus latus Orch. 
Oosternum horni Orch. 
Pachystern'ltm nig?"Ovittatum Motsch. 
Paracymus evanescens Sharp 
Protosternum atomarium Sharp 
Regimbartia attenuata Fa br. 
Scoliopsis spinosa Orch. 
Sphaeridu?n dimidiatum Gory 
Sphae1·idum quinquemaculatum Fabr. 
Sternolophus rufipes Fabr. 
Sternoloph~ts (Neosternolophus) brachyacanthus Reg. (Page 91, Fig. 10) 



COLLEMBOLA 

( Springtails) 

A group of wingless insects whose legs are very feeble. They move about by leaps made with 
the assistance of the furcula, a forked lever-like tail process, present at the end of the abdomen. 
Most Collembola live in damp places. A few are aquatic, living on the surface of the water. It is only 
rarely that they go below the surface of the water. A number of species live very close to the waters 
edge on damp vegetation and occasionally venture on to the water. Springtails are mainly detritus 
feeders but occasionally they feed on floating plants. Isctomut·us sp. {Page 95, Fig. 16) which has 
been recorded from the Indian region. 

ODONATA 

(Dragonflies and Damselflies) 

The dragonfly larvae (nymphs) are completely aquatic and predacious and have resemblances 
to the adult. Each larva is equipped with a well developed prehensile" mask" (the labium) having 
claws or hooks for seizing prey. It is hidden under the head when not in use. The larvae are very 
clumsy and slow in locomotion. They have wing pads and well developed legs. The larvae are 
green, brown or grey varying in different species to match their background. 

Two main types of larvae are recogniseable. ·The first group termed the Anisoptera are broad 
forms (Page 95, Fig. 3) without posterior external gills. They have from 5-6 small projections at 
the hind end of the abdomen. The gills in this group line the hind part of the alimentary canal. Water 
is pumped in and out of the anus to aerate the gills. The other group termed the Zygoptera 
are narrower than the Anisoptera and have three flattened leaf-lilm caudal fins (Page 95, Fig. 8). 
The caudal fins contain a large number of tracheae and act as gills. The damselflies are included in 
the Zygoptera. 

The larvae of the dragon and damselflies may also be divided into three groups on the basis of 
their habits, namely, climbers, sprawlers and burrowers. The climbers stalk their prey on the stems 
and roots of aquatic plants, the sprawlers lie in the bottom of the habitat and wait for their prey to 
come close to them and the burrowers do likewise after covering themselves with a thin layer of sand 
and silt. 

Dragonfly larvae cause damage to fish fry in culture ponds. On the other hand they represent 
a source of food for the larger fish. 

EPHEMEROPTERA 

(Ma yfl.ies) 

These superficially resemble dragonfly larvae bub are much more delicate in structure 
(Page 95, Fig. 9). 'lhey are characterised by the preRence of three "tails" at the posterior end. 
These "talis" are not gills but cerci or the abdcm.en. The flattened and shortened bodies are 
ada.ptations to torrential life commonly found in this group. The very young larvae do not have 
gills but the elder ones pc•ssess gills in the abdominal regicm. The gills are drfft.rently shaped in the 
various genera. The mayfly larvae (nympl:ls) are generally herbivorous feeding on algae. The 
larvae po~seps wing pads and well developed legs and resemble the adulvs. 
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Explanation to figures on page 95 

1. Tabanid larva, after Macan, 15 mm. long. 

2. Lepidoptera (Nymph~tla), from Weerakoon 19 mm. long. 

3. Odonata-Dragonfly larva (Pantala jlavescens), 25 mm. long. 

4. Corethrid-Phantom midge larva, from Weerakoon 4 mm. long. 

5. Plecoptera-Stonefly larva, from Macan 25 mm. long. 

6. Simulid-Blackfly larva from Macan 7 mm. long. 

7. Neuroptera-Alderfly larva after various authors approximately 18 mm. long. 

8. Odonata-Damselfly larva 24 mm. long. 

9. Ephemeroptera-Mayfly (Oaenis) larva, from Weerakoon 9 mm. long. 

10. Tipulid-Cranefly larva from Weerakoon 9 mm. long. 

11. Trihcoptera-Caddisfly larva without its case, from Maoan 15 mm. long. 

12. Culicine-Mosquito larva 9 mm. long. 

13. Anophiline-Mosquito larva 8 mm. long. 

14-. Syrphid-Horsefly larva, from Macan 15 mm.long. 

115. Psychodid larva, from Maoan 4 mm. long. 

16. Collembola-Springtail. 

17. Limnobiid larva, from Maoan 30 mm.long. 

18. Chironomid-Lakefly larva, from Weerakoon 7 mm. long. 

19. Arachnida-Water mite, from Maoan 0·5 mm. long. 

20. Ceratopogonid-Biting midge larva 6 mm. long. 

21. Blepharocerid-:t'tet winged midge larva, after various authors 10 mm. long. 

22. Arachnida-Water mite, from Mac an 1 · 5 mm. long. 
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PLECOPTERA 

(Stoneflies) 

Resemble the mayflies closely but can be easily distinguished from them by the presence of 
only two '' ta.iis " at the posterior end and no gills on t.he abdomenal segments (Page 95, Ftg. 5). They 
have wing pads and well developed legs and resemble adults. Stonefl.ies are very common in fast 
flowing streams. 

LEPIDOPTERA 

(Moths and Butterflies) 

Only one family of the Lepidoptera is aquatic, namely the Pyraustidae. They do not have 
wing pads. They have three pairs of short thoracic legs and five pairs of prolegs on the abdomen. 
The second and third thoracic segments and all the abdominal segments bear tufts of tracheal gills. 
A common form present in paddy fields is Nymphula (Page 95, Fig. 2). It lives just below the surface 
of the water, in cases made ofleaves and silk. 

NEUROPTERA 

(Alderflies) 

These larvae are in many respects similar to the larvae of aquatic beetles and quite unlike the 
adults (PagP 95, Fig. 7). Theya.iffer from the aquatic beetle larvae in the possessiOn of jointed lateral 
tracheal gills on each abdominal segment. The abdomen is prolonged into a tapering "trail". 
They do not have wing pads and their legs are relatively shan. They are found in swift flowing 
streams beneath mud stones, vegetation, &c. 

TRICHOPTERA 

(Caddis flies) 

These larvae live in cases constructed of debris, sand and other materials. Some live in tunnels 
made of silken threads. They have relatively ~hort legs of which the first pair is the shortest and 
stoutest. They have no wing pads. The last abdominal segment bears a pair of hooked appendages 
which is eharacteristic (Page 95, Fig. 11 ). 

DIPTERA 

(True Flies) 

Many families of Diptera have aquatic larvae. They can easily be recognised by the absence 
of walking legs (i.e., apodous). Some of their pupae are also very characteristic. 

KEY TO THE COMMONER FAMILIES OF AQUATIC DIPTERAN LARVAE 

Only the commoner families of dipteran larvae are included in this key. There are numerous 
other families of diptera whose larvae may be present in water. There are no records of these forms 
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nor have the authors come across them in their field studies. However, diagrams of the larvae of 
the families Tabanidae Limnobidae and :Psycodidae are included in :Page 95, although there are no 
descriptions of them in the text. 

I. J..~arvae with suckers on ventral surfare ............................ Blepharoceridae, page 97 
No ventral suckers ........................................................................................................ 2 

2. Head indistinct and more (•r less retractle with thorax ........... .... . ... .. .. ............. .... 3 
Head prominent and non-retractile............................................................................ 4 

3. Several pairs of prolegs present. Long telescopic tail ................ Syrphidae, page 98 
No prolegs .................................................................................. :···· ..... Tipulidae, page 98 

4-. At least one pair of pro legs present ....... ... . .. .. .. ... .. . .. .... ... ... .. ...... . .. .. .. . ....... ........ .... . ..... 5 
Pro legs absent .. . . . . . . .. . ... . ... . . ... ... . .. . .. ... . ... . .. . . ... . .. . .... . .. .. .. .. . .. . . .. . . . . . .. . . .. . ... . . .. . .. . .. . . . . ..... .. .. . .. 6 

5. Posterior end with an adhesive disc ............................................ Simuliidae, page 98 
No adhesive disc at posterior end ............................................ Chironomidae, page 97 

6. Body not transparent. Mouth brushes present .......... Culicidae, page 97 
Body transparent. No mouth brushes .................................................................... 7 

7. Thoracic segments fused into a mass of greater diamet.er than the abdomen .......... .. 
.................................................................................................... ... Corethridae, page 97 
Each thoracic segment distinct ............................................ Ceratopogonidae, page 98 

FAMILY BLEPHAROCERIDAE-Net-wingedmidges (Page 95, Fig. 21) 

Greatly flattened and elongated larvae. The body of each larva has seven distinct divisions 
and on the ventral surface of each of the first six divisions there is a sucker. By means of these suckers 
the larva attaches itself to the surface of rocks on the bed of streams in the hill-country. A pair of 
filamentous gill-tufts is present on each body division except on the first and the last. 

JJ,AMILY CULICIDAE-Mosquitoes (Page 95, Figs. 12 and 13) 

The most widely distributed of the dipteran larvae. They can be easily distinguished because 
the thoracic segments are fused and the last abdominal segment bears anal flaps. Their antennae 
are always distinct. Two main types are worth noting. 

1. Culicine. With respiratory siphons on the 8th segment (Page 95, Fig. 12) 
2. Anophiline. With no respiratory siphons but a plate on the 8th segment for res

piration (:Page 95, Fig. 13). 

FAMILY CORETHRIDAE-Phantom midges (Page 95, Fig. 4) 

The phantom midge larva js transparent except for air sacs at the anterior and posterior ends. 
The head bears a long prehensile structure which is the modified antennae, used for seizing food. They 
frequent clear as well as muddy water and are even found in the mud at the bottom of lakes. 
Weerakoon and Samarasinghe found them in paddy fields and the authors have collected them in 
the Colombo (Beira) Lake as well as in the large tanks. 

FAMILY CHIRONOMIDAE-Lakeflies (Page 95, Fig. 18) 

The larvae of these insects are often red in colour and called " Blood-Worms ". However 
there are larvae in this group which are yellow, blue, green or brown in colour. The head is 
quite distinct and the first thoracic segment bears a pair of false-legs. The second and third thoracic 
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segments are fused. The posterior end bears lappets and hairs. These larvae are scavengers and 
live in all types of freshwater habitats. They are found in the mud, in decaying vegetation and moss. 
Many of them are free-living but some make mud cases in which they live. 

FAMILY CERATOPOGONIDAJ!J-Biting Midges (Page 95, Fig. 20) 

These are also called Heleidae. They are transparent and may be red in colour or colourless. 
They resemble the chironomidae but have a more chitinised head. They usually do not have false legs 
(prolegs). Retractile gills are present on the last segment. Generally they are not common in clear 
water but are associated with algae or mud. 

FAMILY SIMULIIDAE-Blackflies (Page 95, Fig. 6) 

These larvae are broadened posteriorly where a disc with hooks and gills are found. The 
head is small and provided with a pair of fan-shaped mouth brushes. The thorax bears a pair of 
false legs. The larvae live mainly in swift flowing water. 

FAMILY SYRPHIDAE-Horsefly (Page 95, Fig. 14:) 

The larvae are characterised by a long ''tail'' which is really a respiratory tube and given 
them the name " rat-tailed maggots ". They possess seven pairs of false legs (prolegs) and a pair of 
"respiratory horns". They occur in polluted water. 

FAMILY TIPULIDAE-Crane-flies (Page 95, Fig. 10) 

These wrinlded larvae are cylindrical or slightly flattened. They have an indistinct head which 
is retractile. They have five hairy projections and tracheal gills at the posterior end. 

ARACHNIDA 

This group of arthropods includes such animals as scorpions, spiders, ticks and mites, most 
species of which are terrestrial. Two groups, the spiders (Aranaeda) and mites (Acarina) are represented 
in freshwater. Only Acarina have been recorded from Ceylon. 

The mites that are present in water belong to the family Hydrachnidae. They are lil\:e the 
land mites in shape but are minute in size (average si:1e is about 2 mm. only). The adults (Page 95, 
Figs. 19 and 22) possess a round or oval shaped, unsegmented body with four pairs of legs, which are 
six jointed and adapted for swimming by the provision of hairs. The last segment of each hind limb 
bears a pair of claws which can be retracted. In front, each mite has a pair of segmented pa.lps, between 
which is the capitulum or ''false head ". The mouth parts of the water mites are modified for piercing 
and sucking. Water mites lay their eggs in water plants. The larvae resemble the adults except 
that they have only three pairs of legs. 

Water mites and their larvae may be free living and carnivorous or parasitic in a large number 
of other animals. The adults have been found parasiti:ling the water scorpion Ranatra elongata, 
Hydrometra g1·eeni, and Eretes sticticus. As many as sixteen larval mites were found in one specimen 
of an insect. I .. arval water mites are sometimes present on terrest-rial insects which spend their larval 
phases in the water. A larval watermite has been collected from the under side of the thorax of the 
dragon fly Diplocodes trivialis Rambur. Because of their parasitic habits water mites and their 
larvae cause harm to a large variety of freshwater animals. Fourteen species of water mites have 
been recorded. 
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Arrenurus ceylonicus Daday 
Arrenurus congener Daday 
Arrenurus madaraszi Daday 



A1-renurus orientalis Daday 
Arrenur1ts rostmtus Daday 
Arrenurus singctlensis Daday 
Atax nochtsus Daday 
Ata:v singalensis Daday 
Ourvipes conglobatus C. K. 
Ourvipes horvctthi Daday 
Fmntipoda ceylonica Daday 
Fmntipocla picta Daday 
Hyclmchna clilata Daday 
Hyclryphctntes silvestrii Daday 
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VERTEBRATA 
PISCES 

(Fishes) 

IN Ceylon there are approximately sixty species of freshwater fishes. Several foreign species have 
been introduced but it is not certain whether some of these introduced varieties have established 
themselves in Ceylon.1 Some species have never been caught in the field after their introduction. 
Because the fishes are an important group among the freshwater fauna, keys are provided to identify 
them down to species. The material for the keys and the descriptions of the species that follow 
have been drawn freely from other workers, chiefly from Deraniyagala's Colored Atlas (1952) and 
Munro's Marine and Freshwctter Fishes of Ceylon (1955). 

In order that the descrjption of a fish be kept down to a minimum, fin ray and scale formulae 
have been provided for each species. The use of the formulae is best mustrated by taking a specific 
example. 

Thus the formula for Puntius ~'ittcdus is D. II, 8. A. II, 5. P. I, 11. L. lat. 20-22. 
3! 

This formula. indicates that in P. vittatus the dorsal fin is made up of 2 spines and 8 rays, the 
anal fin of 2 spines and 5 rays and the pectoral fin of 1 spine and 11 rays. It also indicates that the 
fish has 20-22 scales along its lateral line, 3t rows of scales above the lateral line and 3t rows of scales 
below it. 

KEY TO THE PISCES 

1. Fish without scales or with very small inconspicuous scales .. ........ ....... .. . .. . Paf!e 101 

Fish withprominent scales ................................................................................ Page lOS 

FISHES WITHOUT PROMINENT SCALES 

In this group are the catfishes, eels, spiny eels and loaches. 

1. Body much elongated, eel-like .. .... ................ .... .... .. .... ...... .... ...... ...... .. ............ ...... ...... 2 

Body short, not eel like .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. . . . .... . . . .. . .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. . .. . .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .... . .. . . .. .. 3 

2. Fins not spinous ........................................................................ Anguillidae, page 106 

Fr<.nt portion of dorsal and ana.l fins sph1ous ................ Mastacembelidae, page 106 

3 Mouth on ventral side of head ............................................ Cobjtiidae, page 107 

Mouth terminal (i.e., at tip of snout) .............. ; ................................. Catfishes, page 102 

'Otenopharyngodon idellus (Valenciennes) Hypophthctlmichthys molit1·ix (Valenciennes) A1'istichthys nobilis 
(RIChardson) and Puntitl.S javanictts are some species which have been introduced but it is uncertain whether they 
have established themselves in Ceylon. Introduced species that are now established in Ceylon are included in the text. 
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CATFISHES 

All species of fish that are grouped under the na.me catfishes possess long feelers (whiskers) 
which are referred to as barbels. The number of barbels vary from 2-4 pairs. There are seven species 
of catfishes recorded from Ceylon and they belong to 4 separate families. 

1. Tail (raudal) fin forked ................... ;.:.................................................................. ... ... 2 
Tail (caudal) fin rounded .. .... ........ ...... ... . .. . . ... ..... ... ... ...... .. . ... . . .. . ... ... .......... ... . ..... .. . . . .. . 3 

2. Laterally compressed body; 2 pairs of barbels .................... Silurldae, pa.ge 102 
Sub-cylindrical body; 4 pairs of barbels ............................ Bagridae, page 103 

3. Dorsal fin very long extending abcut 2/3 the body lmgth ........ Clariidae, page 102 
Dorsal fin very short even smaller than the paired fins ........................................... . 
............................................................................................ Heteropneustidae, page 103 

FAMILY SILURIDAE 

Two species of Siluridae from two genera are found in Ceylon. They have elongate and laterally 
compressed bodies which are dull silvery white on the sides. The fins are yellow. They have two 
pairs of barbels on the head, one pair of which is on the upper jaw (maxillary) and the other on the 
lower jaw (mandibular). They have forked caudal fins. 

1. Cleft of mouth extends beyond the eye posteriorly .................................... W allago attu 

Cleft of mouth does not extend beyond the eye posteriorly ............ Ompok bimac/tllatus 

Wallago att~t (Bloch and Schneider) [Freshwater Shark. (S. Maha Valaya, Valaya)]. 
D. 1, 4. A. 79-81. P. I., 13-14 (Page 105, Fig. 1). 

A relatively large fish attaining a length of five feet and is greyish brown coloured on top 
(dorsal surface). A popular food :fish in the North-Central Province where it is in great 
demand. The fish is common in the deeper waters of rivers and irrigation tanks of the low 
country. 

Ompok binwculatus (Bloch) lButter Catfish (S. Kdmssa, Pena Valapotta, Valapotta)]. 
D. I. 3-4 A. 61-66. P. I., 12-15 (Page 105, Fig. 4). 

Does not grow as large as W allago attu, but specimens measuring one and a half feet in 
length are not uncommon. They are pale bluish olive coloured dorsally and their gill covers 
( opercles) have yellow marking3. 

FAMILY CLARIIDAE 

Fish belonging to this family have depressed heads and elongate but only slightly compressed 
bodies. They have four pairs of barbels. The caudal fin is rounded. They are adapted for breathing 
air when they leave the water for short periods. Two species have been recorded from Ceylon. 
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1. Uniformly coloured with dark brown to various shades of green or yE1low . Pectora.! 
spine serrated . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Glarias teysnwnni bmchysoma 
Conspicuously blotched or clouded with dark olive brown on a greenish yellow 
background. Pectoral spine almost smooth .................................... Olarias neb~tlos~ts 

Glaricts teysmanni bmchysoma (Gunther) [Teysmann's Spotted Catfish. (S. Kaha Magura, 
Magura, Vel Magura)]. D. 70. A. 53-6C. P. J, 8 (Page 105, Fig. 3). 

This fish grows up to a length of about one foct and may weigh as much as eight pounds. 
It is a very common fish in muddy streams and ponds and is nocturnal in itF' habits. 



Olaria.s nebulosus Deraniyagala. 

This species may grow to about one and a half feet in length. It is restricted to 
rivers at higher elevations. The first record of the species in 1958 was from the Kalu 
Ganga at Hatnapura. 

FAMILY HETEROPNEUSTIDAE 

Only one species is recorded from Ceylon. 

Hetempneustes jossilis (Bloch) [Stinging Catfish (S. Hunga, Kaha Hunga, Lai Hunga, 
Vel Hunga)]. D. 7-8. A. 68-78. P. I, 7 (Page 105, Fig. 2). 

It is an elongate laterally compressed fish with 4 pairs of barbels, attaining a length 
of 10-14 inches. It has a strong spine on each pectoral fin and is capable of inflicting a 
rather nasty sting. The caudal fin is rounded. The adults are dark brown coloured with 
two lateral yellow bands. They are very common in the ponds and irrigation reservoirs 
in the low country and may enter brackish water. They occur in enormous numbers in 
some iTrigation reservoirs and are considered a delicacy. 

FAMILY BAGRIDAE 

This is fl family of fishes ha.ving sub-cylindrically shaped bodies. These catfishes have a 
prominent stout dorsal spine. They heve four pairs of barbels. The caudal fin is forked. They 
are dark coloured on their dorsal surface and light coloured on the belly. Thre: species have been 
recorded from Ceylon. 

l. Three dark coloured lateral bands on each side of the body ........ 1Jilacrones vittatus, 
No lateral bands............................................................................................................ 2 

2. Adipose fin1 long. The length of its base is equal to or longer than that of 
dorsal fin .......................................... , .................................................... . JJ1 acmnes lceletius 
Adipose fin shod. The length of its base is much shorter than that of the 
dorsal. .......................................................................................................... JJI[ acrones gulio 

Macrones gulio (Hamilton-Buchanan) [The Long-Whiskered Catfish (S. Mada 
Anguluwa, Mana Ankutta, Vel Anguluwa)]. D. II, 6-7 A. III-IV, 10-12. P I, 7-9 (Page 
105, Fig. 5). 

They may attain a length of ten inches and are usually present in brackish water but 
capable of moving up rivers into fresh water. 

Macrones lceleti7l8 (Valenciennes) [The Dwarf Catfish (S. Path Ankutta)]. D. II, 7-8. 
A. II, 8. P. I, 8 (Page 105, Fig. 10). 

A medium sized fish only growing up to five inches in length ::mel common in rivers and 
streams. 

JJ1ac1'ones vittat7l8 (Bloch) [Striped Dwarf Catfish (S. Hiri Ankutta, Iri Ankutta)]. 
D II, 7-8. A. II-III, 7-8. P. I., 8 (Page 105, Fig. 6). 

This is a relatively small species attaining a maximum length of four inches. Present 
in ponds and streams of the low and mid-country. 

1 A fleshy fin without any fin rays or spirJes. It lies between the dorsal and candal fins. 
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Explanation to figures on page i05 

l. Wallago attu 150 ems. long. 

2. Heteropneustes jossilis 30 ems. long. 

3. Olm•ias teysmanni brachysoma 30 ems. long. 

4. Ompok bimaculatus 40 ems. long. 

5. lvlacrones gttlio 25 ems. long. 

6. JJ1acrones vittatus 10 ems. long. 

7. Anguilla nebulosa nebulosa 105 ems. long. 

8. JJ1acrognathus aculeatus 25 ems. long. 

9. Anguilla bicolor bicolor 60 ems. long. 

10. Mac?'ones keletitts 12 · 5 ems. long. 

II. Mastacembelus m·matus 65 ems. long. 

12. Lepidocephaltts thermalis 5 ems. long. 

13. Noemacheilus notostigma from Deraniyagala 5. 5 ems. long. 

14. Noernacheilus botia 4 · 5 ems. long. 

15. Lepidocephalus jonklaasi from Deraniyagala 3. 5 ems. long. 
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FAMILY ANGUILLIDAE Eels 

They are elong~~tc fishes with cylindrical snake-like bod.ies. They luwe 110 pelvic fins. Scales 
are minitte. The ventral surface is yellow in colour. The <1,nus is in the anterior h~lf of the body 
length. They migrate to the sea for breeding and the la,rval form:;o enter rivers &nd grow to maturity 
in fl'esh 'vivter. Tw·o speuies ure found in Ceylon. 

1. Dorsal fin about the same lengM1 l~f:! anal and origina.tes approxinu~tely above anus. 
Bluish tinge on dors<~l surfaoe. Sides br0W11 in oolour ................ Anguilla bicolor lJ'icolO'r 
Dorsal fin noticeably longer than anal. Dl)l.'f3al surface and sides brown in colour 
and mottled with a clrtrkor shade of brown ....................... . Ang·nilla nebulo&lt nebulosa. 

.Anguilla bicolor b·icolor McClelland. [The LlJVell!..,.innecl Eel (S. Kakkutu Arndha, Kalu 
.Arndha, Mada Arndha)]. (Page IOJ l!'ig. ~)) 

1'hese eels grow np to two feet in length. They ;;1,re colmnou in thA f1·eshw~t·ter st-.:·e~tms, 
rivers and Rwamps near the coa:::;t but have Dot been rcoordod from the hill-oo1.mtry . 

.A·ngm:lln neb·ulosa neb1tlosa. J\lf.r;Clelland. [The Loug Fiuned Ed (S. Kaha Arndhn., 
.Pol Mal ArncU1a, Polon ArncUm, Va.li Arncllm. T. Pulli Vllangn)]. (Pago 105 Fi.g. 7) 

This species gTows to larger size ·cha,n A. Mealor bicolor. Thoy a,re p1•est:mt in the hill
cotuTtry pools <tncl i..l!;1soend to the sea to sp~:~wn ch.uing the rainy ~:>ea.son. 

F AWIILY MASTACEMB.ELIDAE Spiny Eels 

'rhis is a g1'oup of mud-loving, spiny, eel-like fishes with elongated ::mel late1'ally compre8sed 
bodies. They h~wo a characteristic pointed snout and a row of spine~:~ ill frout of the soft dorsal fin. 
In Ceyl<m they are repre~ented by tw(.l genera 'vith ~~ single species in each genus. 

1. Caudal fin distinct from dorsal aml o,na.l fins. Donml fin 'vith se-ver!lil yellow edged 
blotches. Spiuous portion of dorsal with 13-17 spines .............. . 111 clcrogna.thus ac~deat~w 
Caudal, dorsal and anal fins contlueut. No yellow edged blotehes on dorsal fin. 
Spinous portion of dorsal with 34-37 spincs ......................... Ziiastacembelus armatus 

... V.acrog1Wth~t8 acule~it'l.ts (Bloch). [Lessor Spiny Enl (S. Batakola Theliya)]. D. 
XIII·-.XVII, 50-54, A. II-III, 50--52, P. 22-25 (Page 105. Fig· 8). 

~rJJe body is oover<ed. with a vety lrP:ge nmnbcr of mhi.ute so(l.!Of.:l IVhlch are a.bf:ont from 
the HPJ)Ol'. ;.mrface of. t.hc snout. Domally t.Jw fish is reddish bi'OWll t.o olive colom·ed with 
a light coloured Btripe and a yellow colon~'ecl lateral band ft•oul the oye to the ta.il. Between 
t.hese two bands is an indistinot 1'0\Y of light Hl)Ots. Tho sid~::s nre greenish yellow ;mel the 
/1elly is l)ink yellow or white. Tlw i1us are dusky bww11. The fi&h grows Ul) to J.O incllt;S 
A.-nd inha,b:its, streams, ponds }1-lld tanks in the low conntry. 

21.fast(lcembelus armat'us (Lace:pede). [Spiny Eel (S. rrheliya, Cbn Theliya, Oya 
Theliya)]. D. XXXIV-XXXVII, 64-80. A. II---III, 64--78. P. 25 (Pn.ge 105, Fig. 11). 

A lll~IPll larger fi~l1 than the former species, growing up to 25 inohoi'i. Seales ure very 
minnte. Top of snollt is soa.lli\less. The dorsal and latel'al surfaces ~:n·e ln:ownish colomed 
'ivhile the ventral surface is yeJlow. The entire body is mottled with blotcho:::; of dark brovm. 
The fius ai'e brown colomed. The fish inhabits flowing ~~n.d still wate1·s up to 4,000 feet 
above 80a 1evo1. 



FAMILY COBJTIIDAE Loaches 

This is a family of small fishes. They have three or four pairs of barbels. They are provided 
with protective colouration (camouflage) in the form of stripes and spots. They are bottom feeders. 
Four species from two genera are represented in Ceylon. 

1. Four pairs of barbels around the mouth; Presence of a sub-orbital spine (on each 
cheek) ............................................................................................................................... 2 

Three pairs of barbels. No spines on cheek. ............................................................... 3 

2. A mosaic of large vertically elongated black spots on body ................................... . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lepiclocephctl'Lts jonklaasi 

ll-12 irregular brown blotches on lateralline .................... Lepiclocephctlus thermctlis 

3. Lateral line complete, scales distinct though minute .................... Noemctcheilus botia 

Lateral line incomplete, scales rudimentary ........................ N oemctcheil'tts notostigmct 

Lepiclocephalus the1'1Jutlis (Valencimmes). [Lesser Loach (S. Ahirava, Ahjraya, 
Pulli Ahirava T. Aiarai)]. D. II, 6 A. II, 5. P. I., 6 (Page 105, Fig. 12). 

The body colour of this loach is yellow with brown spots and reticulations on the he~d, 
back and sides. There are eleven to twelve :iTregular brown blotches along the lateral line. 
The tail fin has a black spot. They grow up to two inches in length and are found in pools 
below an elevation of 1,600 feet. They have been recorded from the hot springs near Trinco
malee. 

Lepiclocephal'tts jonklaasi Deraniyagala (Page 105, Fig. 15.) 

The dOTsal fin is marked 1vith five rows of spots. So far this species has only been 
recorded from shaded pools of hill streams in the thick forest at Akuressa. The pools are 
shallow, containing much leaf debris and are at an elevation of 500 feet above sea level. 

Noenwcheil1ts notostigmct Bleeker. [S})Otted Loach (S. Gomem Ahirava, KancUm 
Ahirava)]. D. III, 6-8. A. III, 5. P. I., 7-9 (Page 105, Fig. 13). 

They are olive green coloured on tbe dorsal surface and their sides are yellow. There 
are 13 to 14 broad vertical bands on the sides. There is a black vertical streak at the base of 
the caudal which has four :indistinct bars. Fins are yellow. They grow to 2;J;- inches and are 
present in hill country streams. 

Noemacheil1ts botict (Hamilton-Buchanan). [Striped Loach (S. Pol Ah:irava, Vairan 
Ahirava, Vairan Pol Ahirawa)]. D III-IV, 10-ll. A. III, 5, P I, 10-12 (Page 105 Fig 14). 

These loaches are brownish yellow. They have about 17 broad black vertical bars on 
their sidEs. A black, white edged ocellus (spot) is present 011 the tail. The tail fin is yello
wi~h and has seven V-shaped black bars .. They grow up to 1t inches. There are two sub
species-Noemacheil'Lts botia botia Deraniyagala growing up to It inches, and Noemacheil1ts 
botiit cmre1ts Day. Both subspecies are present in small sti·eams in the low country. 
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FISHES WITH PROMINENT SCALES 

There are a large number of species of fish with prominent scales. They include the carps 
and carplets with very conspicuous scales, the surface swimming top minnows with a prominent 
spot on the head, the snake heads with heads resembling those of snakes and the spiny finned fishes. 

1. Two distinct dorsal fins ........................................................................ Gobiidae, page 124 
Dorsal fin single, a portion of which may be spinous................................................ 2 

2. Dorsal fin placed far back near the tail; surface feeding fish ...................................... .. 
............................................................................................ Cyprinodontidae, page 117 

Dorsal fin generally midway between head and tail................................................ 3 
3. Snake-like heads; more or lEss cylindrical elongated bodies .................................. .. 

............................................................................................ Ophiocephalidae, page ll8 

Typical fish like heads................................................................................................ 4 
4. Front portions of dorsal and anal fins spinous............................................................ 5 

No spinous dorsal-(Carp-like fishes) ........................................ Cyprinidae, page 108 
5. Either pelvic fins with filamentous portion; or spines on gill cover (Air breathers) 

.................................................................................................. Anabantidae, page ll9 
Pelvic fins without filamentous portion, no prominent spines ongill covers ........... . 

............................................................. -............................................... Cichlidae,page 123 

FAMILY CYPRINIDAE Carps and Carp-like Fishes 

The bodies of the fishes belonging to this family are compressed laterally and are provided 
with very conspicuous scales. The head is however devoid of scales. They do not have more than 
two pairs of barbels, 1 but one or both pairs may be absent in some species. 

1. Belly compressed into a sharp edge ...................... Sub-family Abraminae, page 108 
B0lly rounde.d........................................................................................... ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 2 

2. Lateral line, passes through ventral portion of tail, incomplete or .............................. .. 
absent ....................................................................................... Rasborinae, page 108 

Lateralline when complete passes through centre of tail... ......... Cyprininae, page llO 

SUB-FAMILY ABRAMINAE 

Chela la·ubuca2 (Hamilton-Buchana.n) [WingEd Rasbora (S. Kara Aclaya, Tatu Dandiya)l 

6j-7j 
D. II, 7-8. A. III, 17-19. P. I., 9-ll, L. lat. 33-35. Tr. (J;>age 113, Fig. 7) 

1i-3i 
This species has a more or less hyaline or transparent body. It has a characteristic compressed 

body. The ventral surface or belly unlilce all other carps and carplike fishes is not rounded but is 
compressed into a sharp edge (i.e., it is culturate). The body colour is a metallic blue and the fins 
are hyaline. It has a dark coloured spot behind the gill cover. It grows up to 2! inches and inhabits 
ponds, irrigation reservoirs and rivers in the dry parts of the low country. 

SUB-FAMILY RASBORINAE 

1. Barbels present............................................................................................................ 2 
Barbels absent............................................................................................................ 3 

1 Oyprimts ca1pio is an exception with 4 pairs of barbels. 
2 Silas (1958) J. Bombay Nat. Hist. Sao. 55, 1, 54-100, indicated that the Ceylon forms of this species had 

different body proportions to the Indian on@S, Deraniyagala 1960 gave the subspecific name lanlcensis to the Ceylon 
fish. 
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2. Anal fin with 5 rays ........................................................ Esomus danrica thermoicos 
Anal fin with 13-16 rays ............................................................... . Dania aequipinnatus 

3. Lateral line absent ....................................................................... Horadandiya atukorali 
Lateral line present.................................................................................................... 4 

4. Lateral line complete .............................................................. ........ Rasbora daniconius 
Lateral line incomplete.................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

5. 11-12 scales in front of dorsal :fin .................................................... Rasbora vaterijloris 
28-30 scales in front of dorsal fm ................................ AmblyphMyngodon melettinus 

Rasbora daniconius (Hamilton Buchanan). 
IGri Dandiya, Kudu Massa, Dandiya, Pethiya)]. 

4t-6t 
30-34. Tr.-··- (Page 113, Fig. 2) 

Jt-2t 

[Common Rasbora (S. Kehel Dandiya, 
D. II, 6-7, A. II, 5. P. I., 13-14, L. lat. 

This species is olive coloured on its dorsal surface and white on the ventral. The fins 
are tinged yellow. Along its body there is a narrow dark stripe which is tinged on either 
side with yellow. The fish attains a lengbh of four inches. One of the commonest fish in 
streams, ponds and irrigation reservoirs. Also found in large numbers in paddy fields. 

Rasbora vateri.fioris1 Deraniyagala. [Vateria Flower Rasbora (S. Hal Mal Dandiya, 
Hal Mal Titteya)]. D. II, 8. A. II, 6. P. I., 11. L. lat. 25. Tr. 6 (Page 113, Fig. 3). 

An indigenous :fish which is much in demand by aquarists. It is a very delicate and 
translucent fish which will not stand much handling. The body colour varies from a very 
light shade of greenish grey dorsally to light yellowish blue on the sides and on the ventral 
surface. The dorsal and taH fins are orange while the other fins are hyaline. It is a small 
fish attaining a length of lf inches. Found in the streams in the Ratnapura and Badureliya 
Districts. 

Amblypharyngodon melettinus (Valenciennes) [Attentive Carplet (S. Soreya)]. D. II, 7. 

8f-10f 
A. III, 5. P. I., 13-14, L.lat. 45-50 Tr.--- (Page 113, Fig. 4) 

4i-5t 

This is another species with a more or less translucent body which is somewhat com
preEsed. The dorsal surface of the fish is brownish yellow, the vertex being bright green. 
The sides are silvery. It grows up to three inches in length and inhabits ponds a.nd streams. 

Horandandiya atukorali Deraniyagala. [Green Ca.rplet (S. Hora Dandiya)]. D. 
II, 6. A. III, 5. P. 10, L. lat. 22. Tr. 6-7 (Page 113, Fig. 6). 

This is not a common fish. It is pale yellowish green on the dorsal surface while its 
sides are silvery with pink reflections. It has a green longitudinal line on each side of the 
body. The ventral surface is silvery. The fins are hyaline. Its a small fish growing up to 
1 inch or less and lives in streams and ponds of the Ratnapura and Badureliya Districts. 

1 Deraniyagala (1958) indicated that there are three varieties of Rasbora vaterifloris namely ruber, 1·ubrioculis 
and pallidct. 



Esornus danrica therrnoicos1 (Valenciennes). (Flying Barb (S. Ravul Dandiya)]. 
5t 

D. II, 6. A. III, 5. P. I. 10-12, L. lat. 31-34, Tr.--(Page 113, Fig. 10). 
It 

The dorsal surface is pale olive coloured whHe the sides and ventral smface are silvery. 
On each side of the fish there is a faint blue lateral stripe and above this another one of gree
nish yellow. The fins are hyaline and pale yellow. It ha<> a pair of long feelers directed 
backwards. They grow up to 2t inches and are common in ponds, ditches and irrigation 
tanks. 

Dania aequipinnattts (McClelland). [Giant Danio (S. Dankola Salaya, Rath Kailaya, 
7t-8t 

Salaya, Suddara)]. D. II, 10-12. A. III, 13-16. P.I., II.L.lat. 37-40, Tr.--(Page 113, Fig. I). 
It-2t 

The body is compressed and bright greenish blue colomed. There are two or three 
lateral bands which are not continuous along the entire length of the body. The fin colour 
varies from yellow to deep orange red. There is a dark blotch behind the gill cover. Grows 
up to 3 inches and is common in streams, ponds and irrigation reservoirs, Also found in 
paddy fields. 

SUB-FAMILY CYPRININAE 
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1. Mouth terminal............................................................................................................ 2 
Mouth on ventral side of head for sucking ........................................................... . 

............................................................ Carp-likefi.shes with sucking mouths. page 116 

2. Post labial groove* continuous (Fig. 1 below) ........ Tor khuclree longispinis, page lll 
Post labial groove* interrupted in front (Fig. 2 below)............................................ 3 

3. Dorsal fin with 17-21 rays............................................................................................ 4 
Dorsal fin with 7-9rays ................................................................ Ptmtius, spp., page Ill 

4. Barbels on heacl.. ...................................................................... OypTintts wrpio,page Ill 
No barbels on heacl.. .......................................................... Octmssius cctmssius,page Ill 

2 

Fig. I Ventral view of head of Tor lchttclree longispinis and 2. of Punthts swrana. 
11-lower lip. pig-post labial groove 

1 Deraniyagala (1958) described a new sub-species Esonws clanrica brevibabarttts, 
* Post labial groove is the groove behind the lower lip. 



Cyprimts carpio (L.). [Common Carp (S. Rata Pethiya)]. D. III, 17-22. A. HI, 5. 
5f 

P. I., 15. L. lat. 35-39, Tr.-(Page 113, Fig. 8.) 
7f 

Around its mouth there are four pairs of barbels. The dorsal fin is longer in this fish 
than in the other membErs of this family. This species has been cultivated for over a thousand 
years in Asia and Europe. Several varieties of the species are now common. The fish are 
usually olive coloured but a golden or yellow type, often referred to as Golden Carp, is also 
common. Spawn from the same parent very often produces both olive or grey coloured and 
golden carp. Introduced into Ceylon waters recently and a few large specimens weighing as 
much as twelve pounds have been captured by commercial fishermen in Polonnaruwa. They 
are also common in the Norton Bridge reservoir. A variety of Cyprinus carpio the mirror 
carp, in which certain scales are reduced in size or in which certain scales are absent altogether 
had been introduced into the Nuwara Eliya lake and are now breeding there. 

Carassius carassi1ts (L.) Golden or Prussian Carp (S. Ran Pethiya). D. 15-25, A. 8-9, 
6-7 

V. 9-10. P. 13-18. L. lat. 28-35, Tr.--
9 

There are no barbels around the mouth in this species. The fish is olive brown on the 
dorsal surface, yellow grey on the sides and drab white on its ventral surface. It is very much 
like the ornamental gold fish. Introduced into the Nuwara Eliya lake in 1930. 

Tm· khudree longispinis (Gunther). [Mahsier (S. Hora Paleya, Lehella)]. D. IV, 9. 
3~ 

A. III, 5. P. I., 15-17, L.lat. 23-24. Tr.-(Page 113, Fig. 11) 
2~ 

The dorsal surface of this species is pale olive coloured with blue and bronze reflections. 
The sides and belly are lighter colomed. It is a popular game fi8h and is common in the 
hill country streams and in the Castlereagh and Norton Bridge reservojrs. In Ceylon, fish 
weighing over twenty pounds are on record. It is sometimes caught in the larger irrigation 
reEervoirs and the lower reaches of the Mahaweli ganga. 

Puntius spp. There are thirteen species of Puntius recorded from Ceylon. 

1. Lateral line inco1nplete ................................................................................................ 2 
Lateral line con1plete .................................................................................................... 5 

2. Dorsal spine smooth ............................................................................ Puntius vittatus 
Dorsal spine serrated ................................................................................................... 3 

3. Barbels present ........................................................................................ Puntius titteya 
Barbels absent...................................................................................... ............ ........ .... 4 

4. Two dark bands across body ................................................................ Punti1.ts cu1ningi 
A dark spot on shoulder and another on tail... ....................................... .. P1.mtius ticto 

5. Dorsal spine serrated.................................................................................................... 6 

Dorsal spine s1nooth.............. .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 8 

6. Barbels absent, three dark bands across body .................... P1.tnti1.ts nigrofasciatu& 
Barbels present............................................................................................................ 7 
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Explanation to figures on page 113 

I. Dania aequipinnatus 7 · 5 ems. long. 

2, Rasbo1·a daniconius 12 · 5 ems. long, 

3. Rasbora vaterifloris 3 · 8 ems, long, 

4. Amblypha1·yngodon melettinus 7 · 5 ems. long. 

5, Puntius nigrofasciatus after Deraniyagala 5 · 5 ems. 

6, Horadandiya, atukorali 2 · 5 ems. long. 

7. Chela laubuca 5 · 5 ems. long. 

8. Oypl'inus ca?'Pio 42 ems. long. 

9. Puntius cumingi after Deraniyagala 5 ems. long. 

l 0. Esomus dan1·ica thermoicos 6 · 5 ems. long. 

11. Tor kh7td?·ee longispinis 35 ems. long. 

12. Garra ceylonensis 17 · 5 ems. long, 

12a. Ventral view of head of Garret ceylonensis showing the sucker (s,. 

13. P7tnti7ts titteya after Deraniyagala 5 ems. long. 

14. P7tntius dorsalis 24 ems. long. 

15. Labeo dussumieri 36 ems. long. 

15a. Ventral view of head of La.beo duss~tmie?'1:. 

112 





ll4 

7. A dark lateral band from eye to tail fm .............................. .. Puntius pleurotctenia 
No lateral band but a dark spot near tail.. .......................................... Pzmtius samna 

8. Barbels absent ............................................................ Puntius melanamphy;v sinhala 

A pair of barbels present ............................................................................................ 9 

9. Dorsal spine strong . 4! scales above lateral line and 2! below .. .. P~tnti,us dorsalis 

Dorsal spine slender................................................................................................ 10 

10. Black spot over base of anal fm ............................................... . P~tnti~ts filctmentosus 
No black spot or if present it is behind the base of anal........................................ 11 

11. 5! scales above lateral line (and 3f sca.les helow) ................................ Puntius chola 

Less than 5f scales above lateralline....... ............. ........................ .... ........ ............ 12 

12. 4~ scales above lateral line (and 2j scales below) ........................ Punti~ts amphibiuEJ 
3j scales above (and 2~-3! below) ............................................ Punti~ts bimaculctfus 

Puntius samna (Hamilton-Buchannan). [Olive Barb (S. Mas Pethiya, Pethiya, 
4f-5t 

VellanKola Pethiya)l. D. IV, 8. A. III, 5. P. I., 12-16, L.lat. 26-29, Tr.---
3f 

The largest among the species of P~tntius in Ceylon attaining a length of 12 inches. 
It has a dark coloured spot in front of the tail. Has a prominent spine on the drosal fin. 
It is a very common fish in stream8, rivers, ponds, lakes and irrigation reservoirs. 

Punti~ts dorsalis (Jerdon). (Long Snouted Barb (S. Bingattaya, Honda Pethiya, 
Kattu Kuriya, Kattu Pethiya, Kandhaya, Kureya, T. Kendhai)]. D. IV, 8. A. III, 5.P. I., 

4t 
11-13, L. lat. 23-25. Tl'.-(Page 113, Fig. 14) 

2! 

It has no dark coloured spot in front of the tan but has a black blotch on the tail 
itself. It has a thick spine in the dorsal fin and hence the name Katu Pethiya. It grows up 
to 9f inches in length and is common in streams, rivers, ponds and irrigation reservoirs. 

Punti~ts filamentosw~ (Valenciennes). [Filamented Barb (S. Dankolla Pethiya, Goma 
4t 

Kadeya Goma Kolla, Ipilli Kadeya)]. D. IV, 8. A. III, 5. P. 1., 15, L.lat. 22-23. Tr.-
2f 

This species grows to a moderate size attaining a length of 4! inches. It has a 
prominent dark coloured blotch in front of the tail above the posterior half of the anal fin. 
It inhabits rivers, large streams and irrigation reservoirs. 

P~tntius pleurotaenia Bleeker. [Side Striped Barb (S. Hitha Massa)]. D. IV, 8. A. 
4f-5t 

III-IV, 4-5. P. I., 15, L. lat. 28-30 Tr.--
2t 

This fish is found in streams at high elevations. The body colour is somewhat dark 
being greenish brown on the dorsal surface, and silvery on the rest of the body surface. 
There is a prominent dark band from the eye to the tail along the lateral line. This species 
grows up to six inches in length. 



Puntius chola (Hamilton-Buchanan). [Green Barb (S. Kottu Ippilla, Kotu Pethiya)]; 
51. 

' 2 
D.'IV, 8. A.IIIa 5.P. I., 15.L.lat. 24-27. Tr.--

• 3! 

Puntius amphibius (Valenciennes). [Scarlet nanaea nariJ (b. lppilli Kadaya, Mada 
4! 

Ippilla)]. D. IV, 8. A. III, 5.P. I., 15. L.lat. 23-24 Tr.-
2! 

These are both medium sized fish growing up to 3f inches in length and inhabit 
streams and irrigation reservoirs of the low country. Compared to the other species of 
Puntius these two species are light coloured. Dorsally they are pale olive coloured. P. 
amphibius has a dark blotch at the end of the lateral line and the sexually mature fish 
possess a scarlet lateral band from eye to tail. 

Punti1ts vittatusDay. [StripedBarb (S.Bandi Titteya)]. D. II,~8. A.:n, 5. P.I., ll.L. 
3-l 

lat 20-22. Tr.-
3-l 

It has a more or less oblong body. On the dorsal surface it is pale olive in colour, 
while the sides are silvery. It has three black spots, one on the dorsal fin, one near the base 
of the caudal fin and the other near the anus. It assumes a bright green or red colour 
dnring the breeding season. It is the commonest carplet in the low country and occurs in 
large numbers in paddy fields. . It grows up to about one inch. 

Puntius melanamphyx sinhala (Duncker). [Black Banded Barb (S. Goma Titteya, 
Iri titteya, Pulli titteya, Thirelliya, Titha Kadaya)]. D. III, 8. A. III, 5. P. 1.14-16. L.lat. 

4-l 
20-22. Tr.-

2-l 
It has a rather elongate body which is brownish coloured on the dorsal surface and 

has three dark vertical bands across the body. The dorsal arid tail fins are reddish with 
black tips. Grows up to a little over an inch in length. 

P1tnti1ts bimaculatus (Bleeker). [Two Spot Barb (S. Ippilli Kadaya)J. D. IV, 7-8. 
3-l 

A.III, 5.P. I.,l5. L. lat. 24-25. Tr.-
2!-3! 

It is a rather elongate carp with a black spot at the base of the dorsal fin, another 
on the lateral line near the tail and sometimes a third one on the anal fin. Spawning 
individuals have a crimson lateral band. It grows up to 2! inches and is found at all eleva
tions in slow running as well as in torrential streams. 

Punti1ts niy1'ofasciatus (Gunther). [Three Banded Crimson Barb, Black Ruby. 
4-l 

(Bulath Sapeya, Manamalaya)]. D.III, 8.A. III, 5.P.I., 12.L.lat. 20-22. Tr.-(Page 113, 
Fig. 5). 3-l 

A popular aquariuni fish with a more or less oval shaped body. The head is orange
red in colou:r whilst the rest of the body is drab olive greem with golden spots on some of the 
scales. It has three black vertical bands. Dorsal and annal fins blackish. When stimulated 
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the males assume a glowing dark shiny-red colour in the front portion of the body and the :fins. 
Grows up to 2! inches in length and inhabits the shady parts of slow running streams. 

Puntius titteya 1 Deraniyagala. [Cherry Barb, Crimson Carplet (S. Kondhaya, Dola 
Titteya, Lai Titteya, Vairan Titteya)]. D. III, 7. A. III, 5. P. I., 10. L. lat. 19-20, 

3t 
Tl'.-(Page ll3, Fig. 13). 

3t 
A small fish attaining a maximum length of a little under two inches. Its colour 

is variable, usually it is purplish brown on the dorsal surface while its sides are silvery and 
occasionally there is a slight redness on the head of males. There is a brown lateral stripe. 
from the eye to the caudal fork and above this stripe is another of yellow. Found in the small 
streams and rivulets at the foot hills. 

Puntius cumingi {Gunther). [Cuming's Two Banded Barb {S. Pothaya)]. D. II, 8. 
3t 

A. III, 5. P.I.II.L. lat. 19-21. Tl·.-(Page 113, Fig. 9). 
3t 

The body is silvery with yellow reflections around the base of the pectoral fins. 
There is a rhomboid black patch on each side above the pectoral fin and another above the 
anal fin. The don~al ar.d ventral fins are orange and the former has two horizontal rows 
of 5-7 black spots. The other fins are yellow. It grows up to 2 inches in length and inhabits 
streams at high elevations. 

Puntius ticto 2 (Hamilton-Buchanan). [Fire Fin Barb]. D. II, 8. A. III, 5.P. I., II. L. 
4t 

lat. 20-22. Tr.~-
2i-,-3t 

This species of Puntius is an inhabitant of the ponds and irrigation reserv-oirs in the 
dry zone. It can attain a length of a little over It inches. It is pale olive coloured on the 
dorsal surface while its sides are silvery. There are two black spots between the gill cover and 
tail below the lateral line. There are two rows of indistinct spots on the dorsal fin. The 
1nale has an arched band of red on the dorsal fin which becomes more vivid during the 
breeding season. 

Carp like fishes with sucking mouths 

These fishes have their mouth adapted for sucking. Two genera of such fishes are pre
sent in Cey Ion, namely Ga1'1'a with a single species and Lab eo with three species. 

I. Sucker behind the mouth (Page ll3, Fig. 12a) .................................... Garra ceylonensis 
No sucker behind the mouth (Page 113, Fig. 15a) ............................................................ 2 

2. 48-53 scales along lateral line ................................................................ Labeo dussumMr'lt 
40-42 scales along lateralline ................................................................................................ 3 

3. Origin of dorsal fin in mid back. ....................................................................... Labeofisheri 
Origin of dorsal closer to tip of snout than to caudalfin ................ Labeo porcellus lankae 

• 1 Deraniyagala (1958) ha~ described a colour variety Puntius titteya rubripinnis . 
. · 2 Deraniyagala ( 1956 and 1958) has indicated that the Ceylon species is a new sub-species Puntius tic to melanoma

culatus. 
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Ga1'1·a ceylonensis Bleeker. [Stone-sucker (S. Gal Panderuwa, Gal Pandiya, Pandiya, 
4t 

T. Kal Koravai)]. D. III, 8-9. A. II, 5. P. I., 9-12. L.lat. 33-35. Tr. (Page 113, Fig.12). 
2l-3i 

These fishes are olive green coloured on the dorsal surface and silvery yellow on the 
sides and belly. They have a dark coloured blotch just behind the gill cover and a pinkish 
longitudinal lateral streak along the body. They inhabit flowing streams, mainly in the hill 
country and grow up to about six inches in length. They are capable of climbing vertical rock 
faces against the current with the aid of their suckers. 

Labeo d'ltssumie?'i (Valenciennes). [Common Labeo (S. Hiri Kanaya, Gan Kanaya)]. 
8t-9t 

D. III, 12-13. A. III, 5. P. I.. 15. L.lat. 48-53. Tr. (Page 113. Fig. 15). 
6t-7t 

Body is oval shaped. The dorsal surface of the fish is golden brown coloured, pale 
on the sides while the belly at the anterior end is pinkish. The fins are golden brown coloured. 
A large black spot is present on the tail. Very common in the large irrigation reservoirs. 
Grows up to 14 inches and is an important food fish. 

Labeo fisheri Jordon and Starks. [Green Labeo, Mountain Labeo (S. Gadaya, Kalu 
7t 

Gadaya, Vali Gadaya)]. D. III, 10-12. A. III, 5. P. I., 15. L.lat. 40-42. Tr.-
5! 

Pale olive coloured dorsally, while the sides are golden with red reflections. A 
greenish lateral stripe along upper half of body. Dark brown spot on tail. Inhabits hill 
country streams. Grows up to 15 inches. 

Labeo procellus lankae Deraniyagala. [Orange Fin Labeo (S. Seva Kanaya Tambala 
7t-8f 

Vanna, Tambalaya)]. D. III, 11-12. A. III, 5. P. I,' 16. L. lat. 40-42 Tr. ---

This species is olive coloured on its dorsal surface and white ventrally. The throat 
has a flush of pink. The fins are vermillion coloured, the caudal fin being edged with olive. 
There is a dark blotch on the tail. Common in the iTrigation reservoiTs of the dry zone. 
Grows up to 15 inches. 

FAMILY CYPRlNODONTIDAE Top Minnows 

This is a group of small, essentially surface feeding fish. They usually have a silver or white 
coloured spot on the head. This spot is very prominent when the fish is swimming in the water. 
The dorsal fin is placed far back on the body. They are very common in shallow water and at the 
edges of deeper habitats. They feed on small drowning terrestrial animals and mosquito larvae. 
There are three species in Ceylon. 

l. Anatfin with less than eighteen rays ................................................................................ 2 
Anal fin with more than nineteen rays ....................................... . Panchax rnela8tigma. 

2. 32 or 33 scales along lateralline .................................................... Panchax lineatus day~ 
27 to 29 scales along lateralline .................................................... Panchax pwnchax blochii 
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Panchax melastigma McClelland. [Estuarine Top-Minnow (S. Diya Pita Randeya, 
Handhe Titteya)]. D. 6-7. A. 20-24. L. lat. 27. Tr. 9-11. 

The dorsal surface of the fish 'is a dull green and the abdomen is white. The outer 
edge of the anal fin is also white. There is a narrow dark line along the middle of each side 
terminating in the base ofthe caudal fin. Grows to 1i inches and inhabits the estuaries round 
the coast . 

. Panchax lineatus dayi (Steindachner). [Str;iped Top-Minnow (S. Handhe Nalaya, Iri 
Nala Handheya, Iri Udda)]. D. 3-4. A. 13-16. L.lat. 32-33. Tr. 9. 

The largest of the Ceylon Top-Minnows attain a length of 2! inches. The dorsal 
side of the fish is olive coloured with bright green reflections. The sides are yellow with red 
spots and there are a few dark cross bars on the body. Fins are yellow with red or orange 
rays. The anal and tail fins are edged with red. The females have more cross bars than the 
male and their fins are hyaline. Common in the fresh waters of the coastal plaihs, principally 
in the wet zone. Found in paddy fields; 

Panchax panchax blochii (Arnord)' [Lesser Top-Miimow (S. Udda)]. D. 3-6. A. 14. L. 
lat. 27:-29. Tr. 9 (Page 121, Fig. 5). 

A fairly small species of top-mim1ows wl).ich only grow up to lt inches in length. 
Light olive coloured and has a black spot on the dorsal fin. Common in the fresh and 
brackish waters of coastal plains. 

FAMILY OPHIOCEPHALIDAE-Snake Heads 

The fish included in this group have elongate bodies which are more or less cylindrical in front 
but are compressed towards the tail. These hardy fishes have large mouths and are adapted 
for breathing atmospheric air in addition to the normal branchial breathing of fishes. This enables 
them to migrate 01i land from one freshwater body to .another. They build nests in which they lay 
their eggs. They are camivorous fishes. Five species from two genera have been recorded from 
Ceylon. 
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1. No ventral fins...................................... . . ,. ......................... Channa orientalis 
Ventral fins present ............................................................................................................ 2 

2 More than 40 dorsal fin rays ............................................................. , ............................ 3 
Less than35 dorsalfinrays ................................................................................................. 4 

3. A diffuse lateral band crossed by 5-6 incomplete cross bars on each side 
of the body ....................................................................... .Ophiocephalus nw1·ulitJ,s am 

About 15 darkW-shapedcrossbarsoneachside of the body .... Ophiocephalusstriatus 

4. Lateral line scales (10-12)+ (28-32) ........................ 0phiocephal~ts gachua kelaarti 
Lateralline scales (13-15) + (21-24) .................................... 0phiocephalus punctahts 

Channa orientalis Bloch [Smooth Breasted Snake-head (S. Gas. Kannaya, Kola Kan-
5-6 

naya)J. D. 31-34. A. 20-22. P.l3-l5. L. lat. (9-12) + (27-30). Tr,-(P,age 121, Fig. 1). 
6-7 

A comparatively small species which grows up to a length of 4 inches. The entire 
body has a ground colour of yellow brown. On the dorsal surface it is greenish coloured 
with bluish cross bars. The long dorsal fin is orange coloured with a greenish longitudinal 
band.. The anal fin is also long and it is greenish coloured. It has a dark coloured 
longitudinal band. The other fins are yellow with several blue cross bands. This sp'eeies 
is found in clea).' fresh water ponds near streams. 



Ophiocephalus tnarulius ara Deraniyagala. [Giant Snake head.. (S . .Ara. Gang Am, 
6--7 

Kalumaha)]. D. 45-49, A. 23-31, P. 16-18, L.lat. (16-21) + {40-44) Tr.~~ 
10-12 

This i~> a very h"rge fish growing up to a length of over two and half feet. It is p&le 
olive to yellow in colour and htts a diffuse violet lateral baud crossed by 5 to 6 incomplete 
cross bars. ]'ins are dark olive to dusky "'iolet and SIJotteu with white. Present in streams, 
rivers and inigation reservoirs up to an elevation of 1,500 feet and is a popubr food fish 
a1nongst the people living in inland districts. There is a rogulal' fishery for this species and 
fell: 0. st1·iatus in some of the tanks in the North-Central Province. 

Ophiocephalus stn:atus Bloch. [Striped Snake-head, Murrel (S. Hal Pathmaha, Loolla)]. 
5-8 

D. 42-46, A. 25-28, P. 15-17, L.lat. (15-18) + (39~42). Tr .. --
10·-14 

This is also a large species and may attain a length of about 2t feet. It js more 
common than 0. rna?'ulius am. It is olive to dark brown dorsally and white to yellow with 
brownish mottling on the sides and ventrally. In addition there arc about 15 W-shaped 
dark barf'l, transversely across its body. Fins are olive coloured. They are common in 
ponds, irrigation reservoirs, streams and paddy fields. 

Ophioccphaltts punctat~ts Bloch. [Green Snake~head (S. Mada Am, 1\fadaya, Mada 
5-6 

Kanaya, Mada Kal'iya)]. D. 29-30, A. 20-22, P. 15-18, L. lat. (13-15) + (21-24), Tr.----. 
(Page 121, Fig. 4). 8 

This is not a very large ilish, growing up to a length of 8 jnches. The dorsal stirface 
of this fish is olive coloured while its sides are yellow-green and the ventral surface is yellowa 
white. There are G to 7 uark transverse triangular patches dorsally and 10 ventral darl~ 
streaks. Tho fins are olive to yellow with several dark bands. Conirnon in streams, ditches 
and paddy fields of the low-country. 

Ophiucephal1lB gaclma lcelaarti Gunther. [Brown Snake-head .(S. Parandal Kanaya, 
5-i 

T. Para Korruvai)]. D. 30-3~, A. 20-23, P. 14--15, L. lat. (10·-12) + (28-32). Tr.-
7-8 

Comparatively small fish which does not exceed 6 inches in length. The dorsal surface 
is bro•.vn coloured with W-shaped bars on it. The sides and ventral surface are lighter. 
The margin of the dorsal fin ir:: orange and the anft.l fin is green-blue. This species is present 
in wttters below an elvation of 3,600 feet. It has been recorded fl'Om the hot spl'ings at 
'l'rincorualee. 

FAMILY ANABANTIDAE Climbing Perches and Bubble Nest Builders 

These spiny finned fishes have a special respiratory organ formed by an expansion of a gnl arch. 
They are therefore able to breathe atmospheric air. They have elongate, filamentous pelvic fins. 
Anabas has a rntir of stout spines on the pelvic fins iu addit.ion to opercular spines but its pelvic fin>< 
are not filamentous. 

1. At least one of the ventral fin rays filamentous ............................................................ 2 
None of the ventral rays fi.lamentous ................................................ AnabrlB te.st1uline·us 

2. Ventral fin filament long, extending at least up to caudal fin .................................. 3 
Ventral .fin fila1nents sho1't ........................................................................................... 4 

119 



Kxplanation to figures on page 121 

1. Channa orientalia 10 ems. long. 

2. Anabas testudineus 16 ems. long, 

3. Osph?'onemus goramy 60 ems. long. 

4. O;phiocephalu,s punctatus 22 ems. long. 

5. Panchax pamchax blochii 3 · 8 ems. long. 

6, Trichogaster pectoralis 15 ems. long. 

7. Etroplus sumtensis 30 ems. long. 

8. Tilapia mossambica 40 ems. long. 

9. Belontia signata 13 ems. long. 

10. Et1·oplus maculatus 8 ems. long. 

11. 1.v.wlpulutta kretseri from Deraniyagala 3 · 8 ems. long. 

12. Glosaogobius giuris 35 ems. long. 
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3. Seven spines on dorsal fin ........................................................ Trichogaste1· pectoralis 
Twelve to thirteen spines on dorsal fin ...................................... ..f!)sphroncmus gorarny 

4. Body oval shaped, caudal fin uot nlamentous ........................ Helostoma tr:/mmincki 
Body elongate, caudal fin fibmontous ............................................................................ 5 

5. Anal fin not filamentous ................................................................... . JJi acropod~ts cupanys 
At least one of. the anal rays filamentous ........................................................................ 6 

6. Outer ventral ray bifid and extends out as two elongated filaments .................. . 

................................................................................................................ Belontia signnta 
Outer ventral ray si"gle ...................................................................... Zifalpuluttu kretseri 

Anabas testudineus (Bloch) [Climbing J?erch (S. Kavaiya, Pol Kavaiya, T. Kavaiyen)]. 

3-5 
D. XV-XVII, 9-J.O, A. IX-XI, 9~ll, L.lat. (15-19), + (10-15). Tr. --(Page 121, Fig. 2). 

9-11 

This fish is light to dark green coloured on the dorsal surface and the sideH are greenish 
yellow to orange. There are about ten indistinct olive croRs bars on each side of the body. 
Thero is a black blotch on the tail and sometimes one behind the gill cover. The dorsal fin 
is green coloured. The eye is orange. It grows up to 0 inches in length. The fish can live 
out of water for short periods and even cross land frmn o:ne water body to another, usnally 
at ujght. It is very common in the low country inlu:vbiting ditchel:l, ponds and paddy fields, 
and it can live in polluted water. 

Osplwonemu-s goramy Lacepede. [Giant Gourarni (S. Gom·ami, Seppali)]. D. XII-XIII, 
5-6 

11.-13. A. IX-XI, 19-21. P. II, 13. L. la.t. 30--33. Tr. (Page 121, Fig. 3). 
13-14: 

The fish can·he recognised at once because of its strongly com.presseu body which is 
oblong and much elevated. ]}von more striking are the ,two long ,filajncnts which are 
extensions ·of a portion ofthe ventral fin. The fish is bro~ to olive <'oloured on the dorsal 
side and silvery or yellowish below. In the young there are about 8 dark coloured cross 
bars OJJ. each side. 'l;'he gonl·rumi is an excellent food fi.m. It was first introduced into 
Ceylon's fl'esh-waters about 50 years ago. They are able to live in rivers and pontls 
and they can oven withstand braokish water. Eggs t~re laid ju nests constructed. out of 
docaying plant material or any similar soft material lying in t.he water. The fish tttke care 
ofth~ir .young. They grow up to two feet in length and B})ecimens WC3ighing fifteen pounds 
arer-uot 1.1nc01nmon. 

T1'ichogaster pecto1'alis (Regan) Snake Skin Gourami. D. VII, 10-11, A. IX-Xll, 
33-38, L lat. 55-03 (Page 121, Fig. 6). 

,This spAnies looks like fill Osplwonem'UB goramy, but -it is 111uch smaller q,nd ,more slender. 
It is bl'owr~i!Sh in colonr with several tlark brown vertical bands on the sides. It can grow 
up to about 10 inches and weigh -.about i pound. Recently introduced into :Jeylon and is 
now common in the marshes around Colombo. 



Helostoma temmincki Cuvier. (Kissing Gourami). D. XVI-XVIII, 13-16, A. XIII
XV, 17-19. 

8 
P; II, 11, L. lat. 44-48. Tr. --

15-16 

A flattened, broad fish whose jaws are provided with thick lips. The ventral fin 
filament is elongated but not to the extent in Osphronemus and Trichogaster. The fish is 
olive or grey coloured on the dorsal side and much lighter below with dark longitudinal 
stripes along rows of scales. They grow upto 12 inches in length. This species has been 
recently introduced into Ceylon and large numbers have been released into various water 
bodies but none have yet been captured from such waters. 

Belontia signata (Gunther) (S. Pulutta, Kola Modaya). D. XVI-XVIII; 8-10, A. 

XIV-XVI, 10-12, P. 10-12, L.lat. 2-3) + (10-15) (2-3) + (13-16), Tr. -
4

- (Page 121, 
]]g. 9). 10-11 

A strongly compressed oblong fish. Each ventral fin has two filaments. The dorsal 
and anal fins are prolonged posteriorly. The fish is olive coloured dorsally and green on the 
sides and ventral surface, sometimes with blue reflections. A black blotch is present at the 
base of the dorsal fin posteriorly. A similar but smaller blotch is present at the base of the 
pectoral fin. The fin colour varies between shades of yellow and orange. The eyes are 
yellow. They grow up to 5 inches in length. They are present in ponds, tanks and streams 
of both the hill and low country. 

Malpulutta kretseri 1 Deraniyagala .. (S. Mal Pulutta). D. VIII-X, 6, A. XVI-XVII, 
9-11, P.l2, V. I, 5. L.lat. 29-30, Tr. 9-10 (Page 121, Fig.11). 

This species could be easily recognised by the form of the fins. The ventral fin has a 
short filament. The caudal fin in the adult has two filamentous rays. The posterior portions 
of the dorsal and anal fins are produced into filament like projections. The fish are cinnamon 
brown coloured on the dorsal side and are lighter below. There are three dark coloured 
bands extending from the eye to the posterior end of the gill cover and there are two _rows of 
similar coloured blotches along the sides. The fins are yellowish with black spots and blue 
margins. The filaments of the fins are also blue. These fish grow up to li inches and 
inhabit small ponds adjacent to streams. They are not common. 

Macmpodus cupanus (Cuvier). (S. Tal Kossa, Tal Kadaya, Tal Padda). D. XIII-XV 
4-5 

5-7, A. XVII-XX, 10-13, P. 11,~V. I, 5, L.lat. (9-13) + (17-20). Tr.-
7 

It has a compressed body. The ventral fin has a moderately long filament. The 
fish is green coloured, the shade of colour being darker on the dorsal side. Sometimes a 
brown stripe extends from the eye to the posterior, end of the gill cover and there are brown 
spots on the head. The fins are pale green except for the ventral fin filaments which are red. 
They grow up to 1! inches in length and inhabit ponds and ditches of the low country. 

FAMILY CICHLIDAE Cichl'ds 

This group of fishes have compressed, oblong bodies which are provided with moderate sized 
scales.. There aie numermis spines on the dori"al fin and a few on the anal. There are two genera 
with~ thi'ee species in Ceylon. Though these resemble the Anabantids superficially, the pelvic fins 

1 Deraniyagala (1958) indicated that there is another race of this species, namely minm·. 
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are not elongate nor are opercular spines present. 

1. Anal fin with three ~pines ................................................................ Tilapia rnossarnbica, 
Anal fin with 12 or more spines ...................... 00 .... 00 00 00 00 00 .. 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 ... _ • 2 

2. Yellowish in colour with 3 dusky blotches on each side of body .. . Et1'oplus rnaculatus, 
Green in colour with several conspicuous. transverse bands on the 

side ..... 00.00 00 00 00 ........ 00.00. 00 .......... 00 00 ..................... 00 ..... 00 ..... 00 .. 00 00 ........ 00 00 00 00 00 Et1'oplus su1'atensis 

Et1'oplus rnaculat'tts (Bloch). [Spotted Etroplus (S. Ran Koraliya, Kaha Koraliya, 
6 

Ralliya)]. D. XVII-XX, 8-10, A. XII-XV, 8-9, L.lat. 35, Tr.- (Page 121, Fig. 10). 
19 

This is a relatively small species, only growing up to a length of about 3 inches. It is 
yellowish in colour with a shad{:} of pale green on the dorsal side. T,Pere are s13veral rows 
of golden coloured spots, on its body and fins. These fish are found in the coastal fresh 
waters and also in the large irrigation reservoirs. 

Etroplus sumtensis (Bloch). [Banded Etroplus (S. Koraliya, Sethala, T. Sethel)]. 
6 

D. XVIII-XIX, 14-15, A. XII-XIII, ll-12, L. lat. 35-40, Tr. -(Page 121, Fig. 7). 
17 

This is a large species which grows up to about a foot in length. Most of the scales on 
the dorsal half of the body have on each of them a central pearly spot. There are some irregu
lar black spots on the abdomen. Originally this species was very common in the brackish 
waters. They have been introduced into most of the fresh water bodies in the low "country 
where they now flourish. A desirable food fish and is found in large numbers in some of the 
tanks of the North-Central Province. 

Tilapia mossarnbica (Peters) [Tilapia (S. Japan Koraliya)]. D. XV-XVI, ll-12, A 
4 

III, 10. L. lat. 30. Tr. --(Page 121, Fig. 8). 
12 

This fish is dark green to drab golden coloured and the scales have dark centres. The 
adult males are dark coloured and are sometimes almost black. Tilapia was introduced 
into Ceylon waters in 1951. It established itself with amazing rapidity and is now the 
predomimnt species in the fish harvest of the commercial fishermen of the coastal fresh and 
brackish water bodies and also the major tanks of the North-Central Province. Tilapia 
grows to a weight of 3 lb. It is also called a "mouth breeder " as the mother protects the 
young in her mouth for a time after they are hatched. 

FAMILY GOBIIDAE Gobies 

These are fish with elongated bodies. They have two dorsa I fins which are generally separated 
from each other. The first or more anterior dorsal fin is spinous while the other is not. Only one 
species in fresh water. 

124 

Glossogobius gi'ttris (Hamilton-Buchanan). [Bar-eyed Go by (S. Weligowa, Gal Katta, 
T. Ulavai)]. D. VI, I, 8-9, A. I, 7-8, P. 17-21, L. lat. 28-36, Tr. 8-14, (Page 121, Fig. 12). 

The body of this species is elongate. Anteriorly the body is cylindrical while post
eriorly, it is compressed. The head is pointed and depressed. On the dorsal side it is Clrab 
green coloured and on the ventral side it is a lighter shade of gree:tl. The head has a few dark 
spots laterally. The body has two rows of 4 to 6 dark blotches. The fins are yellow green 
with spots and dark margins. This is essentially an estuarine species common in the coastal 



waters and harbours. It has entered fresh waters and moved up rivers. Today it is a 
common fish even in the large irrigation tanks of the North-Central Province. 
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AMPHIBIA 
(Frogs, Toads and Crecilians) 

AMPHIBIA spend part of their life in water and part on land and therefore are not strictly aquatic 
animals. As a rule their eggs are laid in or near the water and the fish-like larvae (tadpoles) a.re 
aquatic. By a series of changes these larvae become adults. The adults of some species may 
continue to live in the water and only rarely go on land (e.g., certain frogs), while others become 
terrestrial and return to the water only to lay eggs (e.g., the toads). 

Frogs and toads (Anura) are very common in shallow water and in moist places, many species 
being found in paddy fields. A few species are present in torrential streams. 

Although frogs are used as food in some countries, in Ceylon they are not fancied for thjs 
purpose. They are of importance as scavengers and may~eat small fish. They are reputed to keep 
drinking wE'lls clean and as a whole cause little damage to other animals and crops. They form an 
important component in the diet of birds. The larvaE' are sometimes eaten by fishes. 

The CaecHians (Apoda) ~rea prjmitive group of worm-like amphibians. 

The amphibians present in Ceylon fall into two orders. 

1. Limbs· absent, eel-like 'bod:y ................................................................ Apoda, page 131 
Two pairs of limb ................................................................................ Anura, page 126 

ORDER ANURA 

(Frogs and Toads) 

These are tailless Amphibia with the hind limbs greatly enlarged for jumping. They are 
represented by 31 species belonging to 4 families. 

KEY TO ADULT ANURA 

1. Upper jaw toothed ............................................................................................................ 2 
No teeth on ejther jaw ........................................................................................................ 3 

2. Tips of digits enlarged ............................................................ Rhacophoridae, page 130 
Tips of digits not enlarged .................................................................... Ranjdae, page 127 

3. Skin with prominent tubercles and spiny warts ............................ Bufonidae, page 127 
Skin generally smooth and without spiny warts ........................ Microhylidae, page 130 
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KEY TO THE ANURAN TADPOLES (LARVAE) 

1. Spiraculum on mid ventral line ................................................ Microhylidae, pagp, 130 
Spiraculum to the left of mid central line ................................................................... 2 

2. Anal opening median ........................................................................ Bufonidae, page 127 
Anal opening directed to the right side of the body................................................ 3 

3. Anal opening at the end of a tube ....................................................... Ranidae, page 127 
Anal operung not at tbe end of a tube but :flush with the body ................................ .. 
.... ........................ ............................ ............................ ............ Rhacophoridre, page 130 

FAMILY BUFONIDAE Toads 

They are generally short limbed, and broad wajsted. The skin is rough to the touch due to 
the presence of numerous tubercles and spiny warts. The jaws do not· have teeth. There is a slight 
webbing at the base of the toes (l'ear limbP) but the fingers (front limbs) are free. They are terresHial 
forms frequenting damp shadylocalitieq and entering the wate.c to breed. They deposit their eggs in 
two long gelatjnous strings. 

The larvae which have horny mandibles are more or less black in colour. The anal opening 
is in the mid ventral line. 

Five speciep, of the genera Bufo have been recorded in Ceylon. 

Bufo fergusonii Boulenger 

Bufo kelaartii Gunther (Page 129, Fig. 2) 

Bufo melanostictus Schneider (Page 129, Figs. 1 and 5) 

Bufo microtyntpamtm Boulenger 

Bufo stomaticus Lutken 

FAMILY RANIDAE Frogs 

They are generally long-legged and slim-waisted. The skin is smooth. The upper jaw is 
toothed. Rana spp. have webbed toes while the fingers are free. Nannoph?-ys spp. have both fingers 
and toes free. The two species within the subgenera R. (Hylarana) have the tip of their digits enlarged 
into :flat discs. Eggs are laid in the water in relatively large, rounded, grape like clusters. 

The larvae have horny mandibles. The anal opening is at the end of a tube or spout and is 
on the right side of the mid ventral line. 

Eleven species from two genera are represented in Ceylon. They vary considerably in size 
and are confined to aquatic habitats. 

Rana corrugata Peters 

Banet cyanophlyctis cyanophlyctis Schneider (Page 129, Fig. 6) 

Rana hexadactyla Lesson (Page 129, Figs. 10 and 16) 

Rana (Hylarana) gracilis Gravenhorst 

Rana (Hylarana) temporalis Gunther (Page 129, Fig. 9) 

Rana limnocharis greenii Boulenger 

Rana limnocharis limnocharis Wiegmann 
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Explanation to figures on page 129 

1. Bufo melanosticttts, length from snout to vent up to 100 mm. 

2. Larva of B. kelaartii, from Kirtisinghe, total length 11 mm. 

3. Rana tigrina m·assct, length from snout to vent up to 132 mm. 

4. NannopMys ceylonensis rnm•morata, length from snout to vent 44 mm. 

5. Ventral view of larya of Bufo melanostictns, total length 20 mm. 

6. Ventral view oflarva of Rana cyanophlyctis cyanophlyctis, total length 30 mm. 

7. Ventral view of larva of Rhacophorus leucomystax maculatus, total length 40 mm. 

8. Larva of Rana tigrina crassa, total length 60 mm. 

9. Larva of Rana (Hylarana) temporalis, total length 48 mm. 

10. Rana hexadactyla, length from snout to vent 130 mm. 

II. Rhacophm·us leucomystax maculatus, length from snout to vent 64 mm. 

12. Larva of Kaloula pulchm tctprobanica, total length 21 mm. 

13. Philauttts lettc01'hintts, length from snout to vent 31 mm. 

14. Ramanella obscttra, length from snout to vent 31 mm. 

15. Kalottla pttlch1·a taprobanica, length from snout to vent 45 mm. 

16. Larva of Rana hexadactyla, total length 40 mm. 

17. Larva of U perodon systoma, total length 30 mm. 

18. V 17ntral view of spiracular and anal region of larva of Microhylu ntb1•a from Kirtisinghe. 

19. Larva of Ramunellu sp., total length 30 mm. 

20. Uperodon systoma, length from snout to vent 56 mm. 

21. Microhylu m•natu, length from snout to vent 23 mm. 

22. Ichthyophis glutinosus, length up to 450 mm. 
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Rwna tigrina crassa J erdon (Page 129, Figs. 3 and 8) 
Rana (Tomopterna) breviceps Schneider 
N annophrys ceylonensis ceylonensis Gunther 
Nannophrys ceylonensis marmorata Kirtisinghe (Page 129, Fig. 4) 
N annophrys guentheri Boulenger 

FAMILY RHACOPHORIDAE Tree Frogs 

These tree frogs have long limbs and slim waists. The tips of the digits are provided with 
adhesive discs. The toes are webbed but the fingers are free. Perhaps the webbing of the toes is 
an adaptation for supporting the animal in the air during its leaps from trees. The jaws are toothless. 
The eggs are usually laid outside the water in frothy masses. Certain species of Rhacophor'lt8 produce 
masses of green frothy spawn which are found sticking to the walls of wells, perpendicular rock 
faces in quarries or trunks of trees in such a position as to allow the larvae to readily drop into the 
water when they are old enough to move about and feed on their own. 

The larvae have horny mandibles. The anal opening is not at the end of a tube or spout but 
is flush with the body and it lies to the right of the mid ventral line. 

Eight species from two genera are represented in Ceylon. 

Philautus leucorhinus (Ljchtenstein and Martens) (Page 129, Fig. 13) 
Phila1ttus nasutus (Gunther) 
Philautus schmardamts (Kelaart) 
Philct'lttus variabilis (Giinther) 
Rhacophorus cruciger C1'ucige1· (Blyth) 
Rhacophorus cruciger eques (Gunther) 
Rhacophorusleucon,ystax mac'ltlcttus (Gray) (Page 129, Figs. 7 and 11) 
Rhacophor'ltS microtympan7Mn (Gunther) 

FAMILY MICROHYLIDAE 

They are generally small with short limbs and smooth skin. The head is small with a pointed 
snout. This family comprises frogs which live amongst trees (arboreal), others on the ground 
(terrestrial) and some are burrowing forms. The arboreal forms usually have adhesive discs on their 
toes. 

The majority of the species either pass the larval stage within the egg or hatch out as distinctive 
tadpoles without a sucking disc round the mouth. The larvae do not have any teeth and they do 
not have nostrils till just before transformation into the adult. 
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Eight species from four genera are represented i11 Ceylon. 

Kalmtla pulchra tapmbanica Parker (Page 129, Figs. 12 and 15) 
Micmhyla ornata (Dumeril and bibron) (Page 129 Fig. 21) 
Mycrohyla 1·ubra (Jerdon) (Page 129, Fig. 1 8) 
M icmhyla zeylcmica Parker and Hill 
Ramanella obscura (Gunther) Page 129, Fig. 14) 
Ramanella palmata Parker (Page 129, Fig. 19) 
Ramanella variegata (Stoliczlm) 
Uperodon systoma (Schneider) (Page 129, Figs. 17 and 20) 



ORDER APODA 

They are limbless, wormlike amphibia. 

FAMILY CAECILIDAE 

A family of burrowing terrestrial amphibians which are more or less blind, although the eyes 
are clearly marked. There is a protrucible tentacle between the eye and the nostril on each side. 
There are teeth on the lower jaw. The body is externally marked into rings by numerous annuler 
grooves in the leathery skin. 

The female lays from 10 to 24 large eggs, each 6 to 9 mm. in diameter strung together by a 
prolongation of the outer capsule gathered to a cluster and deposited in a burrow near the water. 
This egg mass is protected by the female who coils herself round it. Each embryo has three pairs 
of long external gills. The eggs hatch into eel-lilm larvae. 

In Ceylon there are two species from a single genus. 

Ichthyophis glutinosus (L.) (Page 129, Fig. 22) 
I chthyophis monochro~ts (Bleeker) 
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REPTILIA 
(Reptiles) 

THE aquatic reptiles are represented in Ceylon by three species of terrapins, two species of crocodiles, 
three species of snakes and a single species of monitor lizard. The terrapins are mainly herbivores 
but sometimes consume dead animal matter and young :fish and small animals. The others are 
carnivorous and pests in :fish cultivation. The monitor lizard is at home on land as well as in the 
water. All reptiles are air breathers and have to come to the water surface to take in air. 

The reptiles are divisable into 3 orders:-

l. Jaws without teeth. Body enclosed within a bony oorselet .... Testudinata,page 132 
Jaws with teeth. Body not enclosed in a bony corselet........................................ 2 

2. Cloacal opening longitudinal. Teeth set in alveoli (sockets) ........ Crocodylia, page 133 
Cloacal opening transverse. Teeth not set in alveoli (sockets) ... .Squamata, page 133 

ORDER TESTUDINATA 

(Turtles-Terra pins-Tortoises) 

Two families of Testudinata are represented in the freshwaters of Ceylon. 

1. Five claws on each fore limb. ·Corselet with bony scutes. No lips on beak 
.................. , .................... : .................................................................... Emydidre, page 132 
Three claws on each fore limb. Corselet covered by smooth skin. The beak 
has lips ............................................................................................ Trionychidre, page 133 

FAMILY EMYDIPAE Hard Terrapins 

The oval body is enclosed in an exoskeleton and there are scutes on the exoskeleton. The 
head, tail and limbs which project through apertures in the exoskeleton are retractible. The limbs 
are flattened. There are :five claws on each fore limb. The hard terrapins are dark brown or black 
in colour and the body surface appears to be corrugated. 

!32 

Melanochelys trijuga parkeri Deraniyagala. [Parker's Terrapin (S. Parkerge Gal 
Ibba)J. 

This is the larger of the two sub-species of M elanochelys present in Ceylon growing up 
to 38 ems. in length. It is common in the dry zone up to an elevation of 3,000 feet. Feeds 
on plants and dead animal matter and is therefore a useful scavenger. During the daylight 
hours it spends its time in water and comes ashore at night. 

Melanochelys trijuga thermalis (Lesson). [Common, Hard or Black Terrapin (S. Gal 
Ibba, Goo Ibba, Thumba Ibba, Valan Gebba, T. Kal Amai, Pe Amai, Karuppu Amai)], 
(Page 135, Fig. 7). 

Smaller (grows up to 29 ems. in length) and more common than the previous sub-species 
with the same habits but more abundant particularly in polluted water. Common in the 
wet zone up to an elevation of 4,200 feet. 



FAMILY TRIONYCHIDAE Soft Terrapin 

The exoskeleton is covered by a soft skin and not by scutes. Limbs modified to serve as 
paddles. Only one species is present in Ceylon. 

Lissemys p~tnctata ceylonensis (Gray). [Soft Terrapin (S. Kiri Ibba, T. Pal Amai)]. 
(Page 135 Fig. 6). 

They are usually present in stagnant water such as small tanks and pools. It does 
not come on land so frequently as the hard terrapins. They sometimes burrow into the mud 
at the bottom of ponds and tanks. They feed on earthworms, water snails crustacea, 
frogs and fishes. The flesh of this species is edible and is supposed to have medicinal 
properties. 

ORDER CROCODYLIA 

FAMILY CROCODYLIDAE Crocodiles 

Reptiles in which the body surface is covered with rows of sculptured bony scutes (osteoderms). 
They are the largest reptiles found in freshwater and may be dangerous to man. Young crocodiles 
feed on insects and other small animals but as they grow older they feed mainly on fish. 

1. Snout blunt. Most osteoderms (" scutes ") sub-quadrangular and not separated 
by skin ................................................................................ Orocodylus palustris kimbula 

Snout pointed. Osteoderms ovoid and separated by skin ........ Crocodylus po1'osus 

Orocodyl~ts palustris lcimbula Schneider Deraniyagala. [Ceylon Swamp Crocodile, 
Ceylon Mugger (S. Ela Kimbula, Ali Kimbula, T. Kulathi Muthel~i)] Page 135, Fig. 2). 

This species is present in the coastal lagoons and fresh waters such as swamps, tanks 
and rivers. 

Orocodylus poms~ts Schneider. [Marsh, Estuarine or Sea Crocodile (S. Pita Gatteya, 
Gatte Kimbula, Gorekeya, T. Semmukham Muthelei)] Page 135, Fig. 1). 

Found at the mouths of muddy rivers and canals near the sea and are capable of 
moving feom one river mouth to another by way of the sea. Occasionally they have been 
found to travel upstream and there are records of specimens found in the Kalu-ganga at 
Ratnapma. 

ORDER SQUAMATA Snakes and Lizards 

The order is split up into two sub-orders. 

1. Limbs absent ............................................................................. Serpentoidea, page 133 

Limbs present .............................................................................. Lacertoidea, page 136 

SUB-ORDER SERPENTOIDEA Snakes 

Elongate reptiles without limbs. 

FAMILY COLUBRIDAE 

A family of reptiles in which the body is elongate, narrow and cylindrical. The head is covered 
with a large shield. 
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Explanation to figures on page 135 

1. 01·ocodylns poro1:1us up to 610 ems. long. 

2. Orocodylws pal~tstris Jcz:mb·ula up to 40 ems. long. 

3. Oerbei'U:i ?·hyncops 70 ems. long. 

4. Nari"ix piscator asperrimzts 75 ems. long. 

5. Vammts ·monitor kabaragoyct up to 200 ems. long. 

6. Lissemys pu.nctata ceylonensis shell up to 37 crns. long. 

7. JJ1elanochely8 tr1:jtega tlwrmalis shell up to 29 ems. long. 
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Three freshwater snakes belonging to this family are present in Ceylon. 

1. Dorsal surface prominently chequered with black blotche~ an~ greyish colo:rred 
areas ........................... I ................................................................ Natr~x p~scator aspernmus 

Not chequered .................................................................................................................... 2 

2. Dorsal surface crossed by ill defined but conspicuous cross bars .... Oerberus rhyncops 
Dorsal surface uniformly coloured without cross bars ........ ............ Geradia prevostiana 

Natrix piscato1· asperrim~ts (Boulenger). [Chequered Keel Back S. Diya Polonga, 
Diya Naya, T. Tanni Pambu] (Page 135, Fig. 4). 

Common in all types of freshwater habitats especially where the surrounding vege
tation is damp. A non-poisonous snake. It is most active in the morning and at dusk 
when it can be seen in shallow waters. The body colour varies from dark olive green to 
dark olive brown. A series of black blotches and greyish areas form a chequered pattern 
giving the snake its name. Two black streaks on head extending backwards from eye is 
characteristic of this snake. Its food is small fish and amphibians. 

Cerbe1·~ts 1·hyncops Schneider. [Dog-faced Water Snake (S. Diyabariya)] (Page 135, 
Fig. 3). 

This species is common in both fresh and brackish water. Rather an aggressive snake 
but its bite is quite harmless. This snake is dark slate coloured with ill defined darker bars. 

Geradia prevostiana (Eydoux et Gervais). (Gerard's Water Snake). 

This is a small non-poisonous snake frequenting tidal rivers and estuaries. Not a 
very common species. 

SUB-ORDER LACERTOIDEA Lizards 

FAMILY VARANIDAE-Monitor Lizards 

Reptiles whose bodies are covered with overlapping bony scales. They have four strong 
limbs. 

Varanus monito1· kabaragoya Deraniyagala (Page 135, Fig. 5). 

This species readily takes to the water. They are excellent scavengers, feeding on both dead 
and live freshwater crabs, insects, centipedes, snakes and rats. 
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AVES 
(Birds) 

ALL fl'er;hwater habitats support bird life of various species in varying nuiUbers. Birds cannot be 
strictly classified as aquatic animals although they visit aquatic habitats to feed on :fish, insects and 
crustaceanf3. Certain birds like herons, rails, jacanas aiHl coots live in areas close to the water. Other 
birds like the cormorants, teal, and ducks breed n.nd feed in aquatic habitats. 

When birds are present in large numbers t.heir faeces help in fertilising the water. This 
increu.scs the quantity of microscopic plant; food for the sm~tller animals which in tm:n a.re preyed 
upon by the larger aquatic fallila. Some birds indirectly infiuenl'e the aquatic fauna further thl'Ough 
various parasjtes which they harbour. The early developrnental stages of these l)arasites are present 
jn ot.ller aquatic fauna which m·e intermediate hosts. 

A list of the more frequent visitors to the aquatic habitats is given below. For a further 
account on birds the reader is directed to G. IYI. Hemy's A Gttlde to the Birds of Ceylon, from which 
work the present list was compiled. The illustrations of the birds on p~ge 143 aTe also after 
Henry. 

ORDER PASSERIFORMES 

(Sparrow -like Birds) 

An order containing a very la1'ge num.beJ: of species of birds, of which only a few live near 
water among reed-beds. Their toes are not webbed. The young which al'o born blind do not possess 
any down when they hatch out and they have to "be looked after by the parents in a nest for some 
time. 

RepresentA.tives of two families live near water habituts. 

FAMILY SYLVIDAE Warl>lers 

This is a family of s:mall birds. Theil' bea.k8 are small and slender. They are seldom seen 
on the ground. The food consists entirely of insects. Mem hers of this family which frequent 
freshwatel'S are-

Am·ocephalus dume.to1"n?n Blyth. [Blyth's Reed Warbler (S. Hamhu-Kurullit, T. Tinu 
Kuru vi)]. 

Acrocepha.Zus stentore~ts mer'icUonalis (Legge). [Ceylon Great Reed Warbler], (Page 143, 
Fig. 1). 

Oisticola }~tnciclis omal'wra Blyth. [Ceylon !Fantail Warbler (1:3. Thana,cola. Knrulla, 
T. 'rinu Kuruvi, Vayala.n)]. 

Prinia, inornata instllaris Legge. [Ceylon 'White Browod Prinia CS. Hambu Kurulla. 
T. Tinu Kuruvi)J. 

Prinia socialis brevicp,uda Legge. [Ceylon Ashy Prinia, Ashy W1·en-Warbler 
(S. Hambu Kurulla, T. Tinu Kuruvi)]. 

FAMILY MOTACILLIDAE Wagtails 

Only one speoies frequents freshwater 

J.l!f otacUla chwnza melanope Pallas. [Grey Wagtail] 



ORDER CORACIIFORME& 

FAMILY ALCEDINIDAE-The Kingfishers 

The toes of the birds belonging to this order and family are fused together except at 
the extremeties. The young hatch out blind and are devoid of down. They are carnivorous birds. 
The kingfishers are large headed birds with long, straight powerful beaks. They nest in burrows 
which they dig into the banks of rivers and ponds. Many of them feed almost exclusively on fish. 
Six species frequent freshwater. 

Alcedo atthis tap1'obana Kleinschmidt. [Ceylon Common Kingfisher (S. Mal Pilihuduwa, 
T. Meen Kutti)]. 

Alcedo meninting phillipsi Stuart Baker. [Ceylon Blue-Faced Kingfisher (S. Mal Pili
huduwa, T. Meen Kutti)]. 

Oeyx erithacus (L.). [Three-toed Kingfisher (S. Rang Pilihuduwa, T. Sinna Meen Kutti)]. 

0e1'yle 1·udis leucomelanum Reichenbach. [Indian Pied Kingfisher (S. Kallapu Pili
huduwa, Gomera Pilihudmva, T. Meen Kutti)]. 

Halcyon smyrnensis fusca [(Boddaert). [Ceylon White-Breasted Kingfisher (S. Pili
huduwa, T. Meen Kutti)]. 

Pela1'gopsis capensis g'n1'ial (Pearson). [Stork-Billed Kingfisher (S. Wattura Anduwa, 
Maha Pilihuduwa, T. Meen Kutti, Kukuluppan)], (Page 143, Fig. 14). 

ORDER STRIGIFORMES 

FAMILY STRIGIDAE-Owls 

Owls are not ordinarily seen during daylight hours because of their nocturnal hab1ts. There 
are several species of owls in Ceylon but only one frequents the freshwater habitats. It is a common 
bird in all parts of Ceylon up to an elevation of 6,000 feat in forests along river banks, tanks and 
lakes. It feeds mainly on fish but may consume freshwater crabs, insects, lizards, snakes and small 
mammals. 

Ketupa zeylonensis zeylonens·is (Gmelin). [Ceylon Fiflh Owl (S, Bakamuna, T. Periya 
Andai, Unatan Kuruvi)]. (Page 143, Fig. 8). 

ORDER FALCONIFORMES 

FAMILY PANDIONIDAE-The Osprey 

They are highly specialised for an exclusive diet of fish. One species frequents the water 
habitats. It captures fish by diving into the water from a reasonable height in the air, capturing 
its prey by means of its claws. In doing so it submerges itself more or less completely. Common 
near coastal lagoons and estuaries between September and April. Also present near tanks and may 
even venture to elevations of 6,000 feet. 

Pandio1~ haliaetus}l-aliaetus (L.). [Osprey (T. Viral Addippan)]. 

FAMILY ACCIPITIRIDAE-Eagles and Allied Birds 

Some species of the family frequent the forests bordering the larger tanks and rivers of the 
dry zone. Six species frequent freshwater habitats. 
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0?1·cus aeruginos'us aeruginosus (L.). [Marsh Harrier (S. Ukussa, Kurulla-goya, T. l?unai 
Parandu)]. 

Circus ?1WC1'0?wus (Gmelin). [Pallid Harrier (S. and T. same as former species)]. 

Oinus melanoleucos (Pennant). [Pied Harrier (S. and T. same as former species)]. 

Oirc'tts pygargus (L.). [Montagu's Harrier (S. and T. same as former species)]. 

Elctn/us caeruhts vocifertts (Latham). [Black Winged Kite (S. Kurullu goya T. Parandu)]. 

Halideet'tts leucogaster (Gmelin). [White-Bellied Sea Eagle (S. Muhudu Rajaliya, 
T. KakalAli)]. 

Haliast'tl?' incltts indus (Boddaert). [Brahminy Kite (S. Ukussa, T. Sem parundu)]. 
(Page 143, Fig. 12). 

I chthyophaga ichthyaettts plumbeiceps Stuart Baker. [Ceylon Grey-headed J!"'ishing Eagle, 
Tank Eagle (S. Wewa Rajaliya, Loolu Mara, T. Vidai Ali)]. 

FAMILY FALCONIDAE-The Falcons 

In this family the birds of prey reach their highest degree of specialization. The beak is short, 
stout and strongly hooked, with a ·well marked "tooth" on the upper portion of the beak and a 
corresponding notch on the lower. The wings are developed to give the bb:d both speed and staying 
power in flight. Only one species frequents freshwater habitats. 

Falco peregrimts calid'tts Latham. [Eastern Peregine (S. Kurulla-goya, T. Valluru)]. 

ORDER CHARADRIIFORMES 

(Waders and Allied Birds) 

The birds belonging to this order are waders or swinm1ers. Some of them are able to wade as 
well as swim. In the wading forms tl1e legs are generally long and the toes are only moderately 
web bed. The wings are well developed for powerful flight. Their food consists ofimects, crustaceans, 
molluscs and fish. The young possess down and are able to run almost immediately after hatching 
from the egg. 

FAMILY JACANIDAE-Jacanas and Allies 

These birds have long, slender, unwebbed toes with long, nearly straight claws. Only one 
representative in Ceylon. It is present in the low country wherever there are large weedy ponds 
particulal'ly those covered with lotus. In such a habitat these birds are a common sight spending 
thah· time walking or resting on the floating vegetation, supported by the enormously long toes and 
claws. 

Hydrophasictn'ttS chintrgus (Scopoli). [The Pheasant-tailed Jacana (S .. Pan Kuklmla, 
Ballal Seru, Vil Girrawa, Gnavva. T. Miwa, Manal Pura)]. (Page 143, Fig. 15). 

FAMILY CHARADRIIDAE-Lapwings and Allies 

They are all ground birdl'l, never perching on trees and are carnivorous .. They can walk and 
run soon after hatching, their wings are long, tails short. They can fly well. Two species frequent 
freshwater. 

Hima1J,topus himantopus ceylonensis Whistler. [Ceylon Black-winged SWt. (S. Kalapu 
Kirala, T. Pavali Kali)J. 

Lobivanellus indicus indicus (Boddaert). LRed-Wattled Lapwing or Did-he-do-it 
(S. Kiraluva, Kirala, T. Al-Katti)]. (Page 143, Fig. 6). 
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F .AMIL Y.. SC.OLOPACIDAE Sandpipers, Snipe etc. 

They are wadinJZ and shore birds, legs a.re long and slewler. Six species frequent freshwater 
habitats. 

Actitis hypoleucos (L.). [Common Sandriper (S. Sili ·wat.uwa, T. Kottan)]. 

Capella gallinago gallinago (L.). {The Fantail Snipe, Common Snipe, (S. Keswatuwa, 
T. Ullan- Kuruvj)J. 

Capella stenu.ra (Bemapatte). tPintail Snipe (S. and T. same as for Fantail Snipe)]. 

Tringa glareola L. [Wood Sandpiper (S. Sili Watuwa., T. Kottan)]. (Page 143, Fig. 5). 

Tringa neb·ulMia. (Gmmerus). [Gre(m Shank (S. Maha Watuwa, T. Periya Kottan)]. 

Tringa sta.gnatilis (Bec}u;tein). LMarsh Sandpiper (S. Sili Watuwa, T. Kot;tan)]. 

FAMILY ROSTRATULIDAE Snipe 

In general form they resemble the birds of tlle family Scolopacidae . 

.Rostmt1.tla benghalensis benglu~lens-is (L.) [Painted Snipe (S. R.aja vVatuwa, Ulu Kes~ 
watuwa, T. Ullan-Kuruvi)]. 

FAMILY LARIDAE-Terns 

These birds have long wings adapted for sustained and powerful flight. They frequent the 
water and have their front toes webbed. Three species h. ave been recorded in the fresh water habitats. 

Chlillonius hybricla incl-icr~ Stephens. [Indian Whiskered Tern (S. Lihiniya, T. Kadal 
Kuruvi)]. (Page, H3, Fig. 3). 

Gelocheliclon nilotica nilotica., (Gmelin). [Gull-Billed Tern (S. and T. names, same as the 
former)]. 

Hydroprogne ca..spia (Caspian Tern). 

Sterna albifrons slnensis Gmelin. [Little Tern (S. and T. names, same as the fotmer)]. 

ORDER RALLIFORMES 

FAMILY RALLIDAE-Rails, Waterhens, Coots 

The miniature, domestic hen like birds of this order are small or medium sized water birds which 
can swim well. They have long legs and toes which are not webbed. They feed on both animal and 
vegetable matter. The young can walk and swim almost as soon as they are hate.hed, There are 
eight species which frequent the coastal marshy areas. 

140 

AmaU?'01"?1Jis juscus fusc~ts (I.J.) [I-tuddy Cmke (S. Punchi Korawaka, T. Kanan Koli)]. 

Amauromis phoenic~wus phoenicurus (Permant). [White-Broa.sted Waterhen [S. Korawaka, 
T. Kanan Koli)]., 

Fttlica atm atra L. (Common Coot). 

Gallicrex cine1·ea (Gmelin). [Kora, Wateroock (S. Vil Kukkula, T. Tann.ir Koli)]. (:Page 
143, )!'ig. 2). 

Ga.llinula chloropu,s ind·icus Blyth. [Indian Waterhen (S. Vil Kukkula, T. Tannir Koli, 
Kanan Koli)]. 



Hypotaenidia st?·iata gularis (Horsefield). [Blue-Breasted Banded Rail (S. Kitimeti 
Korawaka, T. Kanan Koli)]. 

Porphyria poliocephaluspoliocephalus (Latham). [Purple Coot (S.Kitala, Kitta, T. Kanan 
Koli)]. 

Rallina wnrizonoides nigrolineata (Gray). [Banded Crake (S. Kirimeti Korawaka, T. Kanan 
Koli)]. 

ORDER PELICANIFORMES 

(Pelicans, Cormorants) 

The biTds of this order have all toes united by webs. They are capable of strong flight and 
most of them are good swimmers but they are all poor walkers. They depend entirely on the aquatic 
habitat for their food which consists of fish and other aquatic arimals. On hatching the young are 
bJind and devoid of down. The young are fed on partly digested food of the parents supplied by 
regurgitation. 

]·AMILY PELICANIDAE Pelicans 

These are large, ungainly swimming birds which have long, flattened beaks with a strong hook, 
at the tip of the upper portion of the beak. The legs are short and strong. The wings are long and 
powerful. 'l'he floor of the mouth is composed of a great pouch of extensible skin, used by the bird 
as a scoop for engulfing fish. Only one species is represented in Ceylon. 

Pelicanus roseus Gmelin. [Spotted-Billed or Grey Pelican (S. Pas Boruwa, Pas Bara, 
T. Kulai Kida)]. 

FAMILY PHALACROCORACIDAE Cormorants 

These birds are adapted for swimming and diving. Their wings are powerfully built. Four 
species frequent the freshwater habitats. 

Ahinga melanogaster :Pennant. [Indian Darter or Snake-bird (S. Hanseya, T. Pambu 
Kuruvi, Nedung Kilaththi, Nedung Kaluththan)]. (Page 143, Fig. 9). 

Phalacrocomx carbo sinensis (Shaw). [Southern Cormorant or Indian Cormorant (S. Diya 
Kawa, T. Nir Kakam)]. 

Phalacrocorax fuscicollis Stephens. [Indian Shag. (S. Diya Kawa, T. Nir Kakam)]. 
Phalacrocor·ax niger (Vieillot). [Little Cormorant (S. Diya Kawa, T. Nir Kakam)]. (Page 

143. Fig. 10). 

ORDER ClCONIIFORMES 

(Ibises, Storks, Herons) 

These birds have long beaks, necks and feet. They are adapted to lead a wading life. They 
are capable of powerful flight as their wings are well developed. Swamps and marshes are their usual 
habitats. 

FAMILY THRESKIORNITHIDAE Ibises and Spoonbills 

These birds fly with the neck extended. They are closely related to the storks. Two species 
frequent freshwater habitats. 

Platalea leucorodiaL. [Spoonbill (S. Hau(li Alawa, T. ChappaiChondan)]. Page 143, Fig. 7). 
Threskiornis melanocephala (Latham). [White Ibis (S. Tattu Kokka, Dahakatti Kokka, 

T. Thalkaththi Chandan)]. 
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Explanation to figures on page 143 

l. Acrocephaltts stentor·ens meridionalis 

2. Ga.llicrex ciner·ea (male) 

3. Ohlidonias hybrida indica 

4. Anastom~ts ositans 

5, T·ringa glMeola 

6. Lobivanellus indicus indicus 

7. Platalea lencor•odia 

8. Ketttpa zeylonensis zeylonensis 

9. Ahinga melanogaster 

10. Phalacrocomx niger 

11. Phoenicopterus r·uber roseus 

12. 'Haliastttr' indtts htdtts 

13. Ibis lencocephaltts 

14. Pelargopsis capensis gt£rial 

15. Hydrophasianus chir·ur·gus 

16. Ardea pttrpnrea manilensis 

17. Podiceps r'ttjicollis capensis 

All figures are after Henry. 
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FAMILY CIOONIIDAE-Storks 

Mostly large birds with long, heavy looking straight beaks. Except the Lesser Adjutant they 
all fly with their necks extended. Five species frequent Ceylon freshwater habitats. 

Anastmnus oscitans (Boddaert). [Open-Bill (S. Bellan Kokka, Beli Kawa, T. Naththai 
Kuththi Narai)]. (Page 143, Fig. 4). 

Dissoura episcopus ep£scopus (Boddaert). [Indian White Necked Stork (S. Padili Kokka, 
T. Vannati Narai)]. 

Ibis lwucocephalus (:Pennant). [Painted Stork (S. Dae Tuduwa, T. Sangu Valai Narai)]. 
(Page H3, Fig. 13). 

Leptoptilos javanicus (Horsfield). [Lesser Adjutant (S. Mana, T. Mana, Meva, Kokku)]. 
Xenorhynchus asiaticus asiaticus (Latham). [Black-necked Stork (S. Ali Kokka, T. Periya 

Narai)]. 

FAMILY ARDEIDAE Herons, Egrets and Bitterns 

The long necks of the birdt:~ in this family are distinctly kinked in the middle due to the structure 
and arrangement of the vertebrae; this enables the neck to be retracted into a very compactS, and 
f}Xtended quickly with great force for the capture of fish. In flight the neck is always retracted. Toes 
are long and thin. Twelve species frequent freshwater habitats. 

Arclea cinera 1·ectirostris Gould. (Eastern Grey Heron (S. Ealapu Kokka, T. Narayan, 
Nara1 Kukku). 

Arclea purpurea rnanilensis Meyen. [Eastern Furple Heron (S. Karawala Kokka, 
Barendi Kokka, T. Chen Varai)]. (Page. 143, Fig. 16). 

Arcleola grayii (Sykes). [Pond Heron, Paddy Bird (S. Kane Kokka, T. Kuruttu Kokku, 
Nuli Madayan)]. 

Bubulcus ibis corornandus (Boddaert). [Cattle Egret (S. Harak Kokka, T. Ulllli Kokku)]. 
Butorides striatus javanicus (Horsfield). [Little Green Heron (S. Podi Koldm, T. Thosi 

Koldm)]. 
Dupetor flavicolli8flavicolli.q (Latham). [Black Bittern (S. KaluKokka, T.Karuppu Narai)]. 
Eg1·etta alba modesta (Gray). [Eastern Large Egret, Great White Heron (S. Lokku 

Sudu Kokk<t, Badadel Kokka, T. Periya Vellai Kokku)]. 
Egretta ga1·zetta garzetta (L.) [Little Egret (S. Sudu Kokka, T. Vellai Kokka)]. 
Egrettaintermedia inte1·meclia (Wagler). [Median Egret (S. Sudu Kokka, T. Vellai Kokku)l. 
GO?'sachius melanoloph~t8 rnelanolophus (Raffles) (Bittern). 
Ixobrychu& cinnarnomeus (Gmelin). [Chestnut Bittern (S. Meti Kokka, T. Kuruttu 

Koldm)]. 
lxobryohus sinensis sinensis (Gmelin). [Yellow Bittern (S. Meti Kokka, T. Manual Narai)]. 
Nycticorax nycticorax nyct,icorax (L.) [Night Heron (S. Re Kana Kokka, 'J'. Vakka)]. 

FAMILY PHOENJCOPT.fl.:RIDAE Flamingo 

The beak is bent downwards at an angle. They fly with their necks extended and the long legs 
stretched out behind. They never perch. The young are able to run soon after ~he hatching. Only 
one species vi~it the Ceylon freshwater habitats. 
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Phoenicopterus 1·uber 1·oseus Pallas. [Flamingo (S. Siyak Karaya, T. Pu Narai, Urian)]. 
(Page 143, Fig. 11). 



ORDER ANSERIFORMES 

FAMILY ANATIDAE Geese and Ducks 

These are water birdf' with broadened and flattened bills. Legs are short with the three front 
toes fully webbed. The body is generally boat shaped. Six species visit the freshwater habitats. 

Anas m·ecca m·ecca L. [Teal (S. Serm~a, T. Tara)]. 
Anas poecilorhyncha poecilorhyncha Forster. [Spotted-billed Duck (S. Seruwa, T. Tara)]. 
Oasa1·ca je1-ruginea (Pallas). [Ruddy Sheldrake, Brahminy Duck (S. Loku Seruwa, 

T. Tara)]. 
Dendrocygna bicolor bicolo1· (Vieillot). [Large Whistling Teal tS. and T. same as former 

species)]. 
Dendmcygna javanica (Horsfield). [Wbjstlmg Teal, Whlstling Tl'ee Duck (8. 8eruwa, 

Thurnba 8eruwa, T. Chilli Tara)]. 
Nettapus commanleliamts commandelianus (Gmehn). [Cotton Teal, " Quacky-Duck " 

(8. Mal Seruwa, T. Raja Tara)]. 
Sarlcidiornis melanota (Pennant). [Comb Duck, Nnkhta (S. Kabalittiya, T. Mukkau 

Tara)]. 

ORDER PODICIPITIFORI\XES 
FAMILY PODICIPITIDAE-Grebes 

This order contain birds which are well adapted for swimming and diving. Their bills are 
short, pointed and tapering. The toes are not webbed as in other birds. It appears as if each toe is 
individually webbed and is shaped like a leaf. The feet are placed very far back beneath the body. 
Only one species in Ceylon. 

Podiceps 1'Ufcollis capensis Salvadori. [Little Grebe, Dabchick (S. Diya Seruwa., Gembi
Sera, T. Mukkuluva, Kuluppai)]. (P. 143, Fig. 17). 
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MAMMALIA 
(Mammals) 

Lutra lutra ceylonica body 61 ems. long-tail 40 ems. long. 

There is only one species of mammal inhabiting freshwater in Ceylon, namely the otter. 

Lutra lutra ceylonica Pohle. [The Ceylon Otter (S. Diya Balla, Mudiya Balla, T. Nair Nai)]. 

The body of this carnivore is rather long (61 ems.), while the limbs are short and the toes 
are webbed for swimming. The tail is thick at the base and flattened. The otter is found in 
and near rivers, streams, la.kes, lagoons and paddy fields all over the Island. Its home is 
usually a burrow constru.cted beneath the roots of a large tree or beneath a rock at the 
water's eCige. It has more than one entrance, one of which Is invarhbly under water. 
It is an excellent SWlllimer, capable of diving and travelling long distances under water. 

It is a shy animal, seldom seen, no0turnal in its habits and feeding on a wide variety of 
aquatic animals like insectR, crabs, fishes, fi'ogs, wa.terfowl and flmall rodentP. The largest 
specimen on record had a body length of 61 ems. and a tail length of 40 ems. 
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INDEX 
The index includes both scientific and common names. . The numbers in the index are -references to pages. 

Specific and generic names are in italics. Names of higher natural groupings such as classes, orders and 
families nre in capitals. The common English, Sinhalese and Tamil names are in ordinary type. The Sinhalese 
and Tamil names are in phonetic English and are followed by (S) and (T) respectively. References to illustrations 
are in bold type. 
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AVES .. 16,137 Brahminy Kite 139 

Backswimmers 78,79 
BRANCHIOPODA 60,61 .. BRANCHIURA 60,61,66 BAGRIDAE 12,102,103 Bubulcus ibis coromandus 144 

Bagrids 13 BUFONIDAE 126,127 
Bakamuna (.8) 138 Bujo jet•gusonii 127 
Balla, Diya (S) 146 kelaarti 127,129 

Mudiya (S) 146 melanostictus 127,129 
Barb, Black-banded 115 micro tympanum 127 

Cherry 116 stomaticus 127 
Cuming's Two-banded,, 116 Bugs 73,74 Filamented 114 
Fire Fin 116 Bulath Sapeya (S) 115 

Flying 110 Butterflies 73,96 

Green 115 Butorides striatus javanicus 144 

Long Snouted 114 Caddisflies 73,95,96 
Olive 114 CAECIL!DAE 131 
Scarlet Banded 115 Caecilians 126 
S!de Striped 114 Oaenis 95 
Striped ll5 CALANOIDA 65 
Three Banded Crimson ll5 Camallanid nematoda 42 
Two Spot ll5 Oanthocamptus (Attheyella) cingalensis 66 

Beetles 11,73,83 (Elaphiodella) grandievi 63,66 
Crawling 88 Oanthydrus laetabilis 88 
Deep-Water 89 luctuosus 87,88 
Digging ss Capella gallinago gallinago 140 
Diving 84 stenura 140 
Whirlging 88 Oarassius carassius 110,1l1 

Bellamya ceylonica 55,56 CARIDEA 70 
ecarinqta 56 Oaridina .. 67,70 

Belontia signata 121,122,123 Fernandoi 71 
BELOSTOMATIDAE 74,75,78 nilotica var. bengalensis 71 
Berosus (Berosus) aeneiceps 89 var. simoni .. 69, 71 

pulchellus 89 prist is 71 
viticollis 89 singalensis 71 

(.Tilnoplurus) indioua 89,91 Oaridinicola platei 37,40 
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PAGE PAGE 
Carp, Common 108, 111 Circus aeruginosus aeruginosWJ 139 

Golden .. 111 macrourus 139 
Mirror , , 111 melanoleucos 139 
Pruss ian 111 pygargus 139 

Carp-like Fishes 108 Cisticola juncidis omalura 137 
Carplet, Attentive 109 CLADOCERA 11,17,61 

Crimson 116 Olarias · nebulosus 103 
Green 109 teysmann'l- brachysoma, , 11, 102,105 

Casarca ferruginea 145 CLARIIDAE 12, 102 
Catfishes 12, 101,102 Clath?-ulina elegans '. 20,23 

Butter 102 Climbing Perch 119,122 
Dwarf 103 COBITIIDAE 101, 107 
Long. Whiskered 103 Codonella lacustris 21 
Stinging 103 COELENTERATA 16, 25 
Striped Dwarf 103 Coelopus tenuior .. 35,37 
Teysmann's Spotted 102 Coelostoma horni 92 

stultum 92 
Cathypna luna 34 COLEOPTERA 15,72, 73,74,83 

macrodactyla 34 COLLEMBOLA 15, 73,93, 95 
ungulata 34 Colpoda cucullus .. 21, 23 

Centropyxis aculeata 19,20 COLUBRIDAE 133 
Ceratium hirudinella 20, 23 COLURIDAE .. 33, 35 
CERATOPOGONIDAE 95,97,98 Colurus bicuspidatus .. 35, 37 
Cerberus rhyncops 135; 136 unicinatus 35 
Cercaria .. 37,40 CONCHOSTRACA .. 61; 64 
Cercometus furmosus . . 77, 78 Conochilus volvox .. 31, 33 

strangulatus 78 " Convoluta " anotica 40 
Cercyon aviarius 89,91 Coots 140 

hydrophiloides 89 Common 140 
lin eo latus 89 Purple 141 
lunulatus 92 Copelatus discoides 85 
nigriceps 92 horni 85 
punctigerum 92 indicus .. 85, 87 
rufotestaceus 92 pusillus 85 
uniforims 92 COPEPODA,. 11, 60, t>1, 65 
vicinalis 92 Parasitic 66 

Ceriodaphnia cornuta 64 CORACIIFORMES 138 
Ceryle rudis leucomelanura 138 Corals 25 
CESTODA .. 40, 65 Corbicula soUda 59 
Ceyx erithacus 138 subnitens 59 
Chaetogaster .. .. 45, 47 CORBICULIDAE 59 
Chaetonotus larus .. 28,29 CORETHRIDAE . . 95, 97 
CHAETOPODA 44 CORIXIDAE 15, 73, 74, 79 
Channa orientalis ll8, 121 Cormorants 141 
ChappaiChondan(T) 141 Indian 141 
CHARADRIIDAE 139 Little 141 
CHARADRIIFORMES 139 Southern 141 
Chela lanbuca 108, 113_ Crabs, Freshwater 11, 69, 70, 71 
Chen V arai (T) 144 Crake, Banded 141 
Childonias hybrida indica · 140, 143 Ruddy 140 
CHIRONOMIDAE 97 Craneflies .. 95, 98 
Chondan,Chappai(T) · 141 Crocodiles 133 

Thalkaththi (T) 141 Ceylon Swamp 133 
Chordodes skorikowi 43 Estuarine 133 

verrucosus .. 43,47 Marsh 133 

Chydorus barrois'b 64 
Sea 133 

CROCODYLIA 132, 133 
leonard"' 64 CROCODYLIDAE 133 
ovalis 64 Crocodylus palustris kimbula 133, 135 
reticulatus 64 porosus 133, 135 
sphaericus 63, 64 CRUSTACEA 60 
ventricosus 64 CRYTOCERATA 74 

CICHLIDAE 10&, 123 Cryptopleurum je1·rugineum 92 
Cichlids .. 13,123 sulcatum 92 
CICONIIDAE 144 Ctenopharyngodon idellus 101 
CICONIIFORMES 141 CULICIDAE 97 
CILIATA .. 17, 20 CULICINAE 95, 97 
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Curvipes conglobatus 
horvathi 

Cybiste1; cm·doni 
conjusus 
dejeani 
javanus 
sugillatus var. prolixus 
ventralis 
Larva 

CyclesthP.fia hislopi 
Cyclochaeta domerguei 
CYCLOPOIDA 
Cyclops distinctus 

fimbriatus 
hyalin us 
languides 
leuckart~ 
phaleratus 
prasinus 
se1·rulatus 
varicans 
varius var. proximus 
vernalis 

Cylindrostethus bitube?'Culatus 
nietneri 
prodttctus 

Cypricercus reticulatus 
Cypridopsis assimilis 

globulus 
minna 

CYPRININAE 
CYPRH{lDAE 
CYPRINODONTIDAE 
Cyprinotus cingalensis 

dentatoma1·ginatus .. 
Cyp1·inu8 ca1·pio 
Cypris granulata 

subglobosa 
Dabchick 
Dactylosternum abdominale 

dytiscoides 
Dadaya macrops 
Dae Tuduwa (S) 
Damselflies 
Dandiya (S) .. 

Hal Mal (S). 
Hora (S) 
Kehel (S) 
Kiri (S) 
Ravul (S) 
Tatu (S) 

Dania aequipinnatus 
Dania, Giant .. 
Daphnia carinata 

galeata 
htmholtzi 

Darter, Indian 
DECAPODA .. 
Dendrocygna bicolo1• bicolo1• 

javanica 
Dero limosa .. 

zeylanica 
Diaphanosoma singalense 
Diaphot·oco?·is punctatissimus 
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PAGE 

99 
99 
85 

85,87 
85 
85 
85 
85 
78 

.. 68,64 
21, 28 

65 

65 
65 
65 
65 
65 
65 

68, 65 
65 
65 
65 
65 
82 
82 

81,82 
.. 68, 66 

66 
67 
67 

108, 110 
101, 108 

108, 117 
67 
67 

lOS; 110, 111, 118 
67 

167 
145 

92 
92 
64 

144 
73, 93, 95, I 09 

109 
109 
109 
109 
109 
101 
108 

109, UO, 113 
110 

64 
64 
64 

141 
67, 70 

145 
145 

45, 47 
45. 

68,64 
77,78 

Diaptomus annae 
dorid~ 
drieschi 
lumholtzi 
oriental is 
singalensis 
st1·igilepis 
viduus 

Did-he-do-it .. 
Dijflugia acuminata 

arcula 
const1·icta 
c01·ona 
globulosa 
lobostoma 
pyriformis 
urceolata 

Diglena forcipata 
Dineutes indicans 

indicus 
spinosus 
unidentatus 

Dinobdella jerox 
DINOCHARIDAE 
Dinochm·is pocillum 
Diplax o1•nata 
Diplocodes trivialis 
Diplonychus .. 
DIPTERA 
Dissoura episcopus episcopus 
Diya Ballla (S) 
· Bariya (S') 

Kawa (S) 
Naya (S) 
Polonga (S) 

Dorylaimus palustris 
stagnalis 

Dragonflies 
Ducks 

Brahminy 
Comb .. 
Quacky 
Spotted Billed 
Whistling Tree 

Dupetor jfavicollis jlavicollis 
Dunvhevdia crassa 

se?'l'ata 
DYTISCIDAE 
Eagles 

Ceylon Grey Headed Fishing 
Tank 
White Bellied Sea 

ECTOPROCTA 
Eeis, Freshwater 

Egret 

Lesser Spiny 
Level Finned 
Long Finned 
Spiny 

Cattle 
Eastern Large 
Little .. 
Median 

Egretta alba modesta 
intermcdla intermedia 
ga1·zetta ga1•zetta 

PAGE 

65 
65 
65 
65 
65 
65 
65 

68, 65 

139 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 

19, 20 
.. 31, 34 

88, 91 
88 
S8 
88 

.. 47,49 

.. 33, 35 

.. 35,37 
34 
98 
78 

16, 72, 73, 96 
144 
146 
136 
141 
136 
136 
42 

.. 42,47 
73, 93 

145 
145 
145 
145 
145 
145 
144 

64 
.. 68,64 

83, 84, 86, 88 
138 
139 
139 
139 

16, 26 
106 
106 
106 
106 

11,12, 106 
144 
1·t4 
144 
144 
144 

144 
144 
144 



Elanus caernleus vocijerus 
EMYDIDAE 
Enitheres abbreviata 

templetoni 
triangttlaris 
t1·iangnla1'is var. simplex 

Enoclwns (Lumetus) esuriens 
fragilis 
fuscatus .. 
iteratus .. 
nigropiceus 

EPHEMEROPTERA 
Epimetopus flavidnlus 
Epistylis anastatica 
Eretes sticticus 
Esomus danrica thMmoicos 

brevibarbatus 
Etroplus 

macnlatus 
su1·atensis 

Etroplus, Banded 
Spotted 

EUCHLANIDAE 
Euchlanis dilata 
Euglena 
Euglypha alveolata 

ciliata 
Eu1·yalona orientalis 
Falco peregrinus calidus 
FALCONIDAE 
FALCONIFORMES 
Falcon·· 
Faunns ater 

pe1·decollata 
Fishes 
Flamingo 
Flies, True 
Flukes 
Frogs 

Tree 
F1·ontipoda ceylonica 

picta 
Fulica atra atm 
Fn1·cularia longisata 
Gadaya (S) 

Kalu (S) 
Vali (S) 

Gallinula chloropus indicus 
Gallicrex cinerea 
Gan·a ceylonensis 
GASTROPODA 
Gastropods, Operculate 

Pulmonate 

GASTROTRICHA 
Gatteya, Pita (S) 
Gebba, Valan (S) 
Geese 

Gelochelidon nilotica nilotica 
Ge1·adia prevostiana 
GERRIDAE .. 
Gerris adelaidis 

pectoralis 
Girrawa, Vil (S) 
Globa?"ia leachi 
Glossogobins gin1·is 

PAGE 

139 
132 

.. 77, 79 
79 
79 
79 
92 
92 
92 

.. 91, 92 
92 

72, 73, 93, 95 
. 92 
.. 21,23 

85, 87, 98 
109, llO, 113 

llO 
.. 13, 48 
121, 124 

13, 121, 124 
124 
124 

33, 34 
35, 37 

17, 19, 20 
.. 19, 20 

20 
64 

139 
139 
138 
139 

•• 52,55 
52 

101 
144 

73, 96 
40 

126 
130 

99 
99 

140 
31, 34 

ll7 
ll7 
117 
140 

140, 143 
113, 116, 117 

51 
.. 51, 52 
.. 51, 57 

.. 16, 28 
133 
132 
145 

140 
136 

74, 95, 82 
80;~2 

82 
139 
92 

12, 42, 119, 124 

Glyphid?'ilus 
Gnavva (S) 
GOBHDAE 
Go by 

Bar-eyed 
Goma Kadaya (S) 

Kolla (S} 
Gordius 
Gorekeya ( S) .. 

Gourami 
Giant 
Kissing 
Snake Skin 

Gorsachius melanolophus melanolophtts 
Grt.ndidierella megnae 
Gmptolebris testudinaria· 
Grebe 

Little 
Guernella cey lonica 
Gwignotus 
G YM:NOCERATA 
Gymulus saigonensis 
GYRINIDAE 
Gyrinus ceylonicus 

convexiusculns 
H aemog?·e.ga?'ina 
Halcyon smyrnensis fuf!ca 
Haliaeetus lencogaster 
H aliastur indtts indtts 
HALIPLIDAE 
Haliplus 

angnstij1·ons 
pulchellus 

Hambu Kurulla (S) 
Hlmdeya, Diya Pita (S} 

Iri Nala (S) 

Handi Alawa (S) 
Hanseya (S) .. 
HARP ACTO IDA 
Harrier, Marsh 

Montagu's 
Pallid 
Pied 

HEBRIDAE .. 
H eleocoris bengalensis 
HELEIDAE .. 
H elocha1·es densus 

pallens 
( Ohasmogenus) livornicus 
(Helochares) taprobanicus 
(Hydrobaticus) anchonalis 

HELODIDAE 
H elostoma temmincki 
H e.lot?·ephes lcirkaldyi 
HELOTREPHIDAE 
HEMIPTERA 
Heron 

Eastern Grey 
Eastern Purple 
Great White 
Little Green 
Night 
Pond .• 

lentns 

PAGE 

45 
139 

108, 124 
124 
124 
ll4 
114 

47 
133 
122 

23, 122 
123 
122 

144 
67, 69 

64 
145 
145 

63, 64 
85 
74 

55, 58 
83, 84, 88 

89 
89, 91 

48 
138 
139 

J 39, 143 
83, 84, 88 

91 
88 
88 

137 
118 
llg 

141 
141 

.. 65, 66 
1~9 
139 
139 
139 

74, 75, 83 
77, 78 

92 
92 
92 
92 

91, 92 
92 
83 

122, 123 
7.8 

74, 75, 78 
15, 72, 73, 74 

141, 144 
144 
144 
144 
144 
144 
144 
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H eteropneustes jossilis 
HETEROPNEUSTIDAE 
Himantopus himanto pus ceylonensis 
H irudinaria manillensis 
HIRUDINEA 
Hirudo bi1·manica 
Hitha Massa (S) 
H oradandiya atukorali 
Horsefly 
Hunga (S) 

Kaha (S) 
Lai (S) 
'\Tel (S) 

Hyalosphaenia elegans • , 
. papilir> 

HYDRACHNIDAE 
Hyd1·a 

vulga1·is 
zeylanica 

Hydracria dilata 
Hydraenajontana 
H ydraticus jabricii 

jractijer 
luczomicus 
padfttJus 
vittatus var. angustulus 

HYDROCENIDAE 
H ydrocoptus subvittatus 
H 11drochus lacustris 
Hydrometra greeni 
HYDROMETRIDAE 
Hydrophasianus cM1·urgus 
HYDROPHILIDAE 
Hydrop1!ilus inconspicuus 
H ydroprogne caspia .. 
Hydrous (Hydrous) cashmirensis 

olivace~ts 
Hydrovatus conjm·tus 

jerrugatus 
jusculus 
ohscurus 
sinister 

HYDROZOA 
H yd1·yphantes silvestrii 
H ypotaenida striata gularis 
H ypophthalmichthys molit1·ix 
Hyphopo?'UB inte1·pulus 
Hyphydrus indicus 

lymtus 
renardi 

Ibba, Gal 

Ibis 

Goo 
Kid 
Parkerge Gal 
Thumb a 

White 
Ibis leucocephalus 
I chthydinrn podum 
Ichthyophaga ichthyaetus plumbeiceps 
Ichthyoph-is glutinosus 

mono chorus 
I chthophthirius 
Illiocrypt1ts halyi 
Iliocypris austmliensi6 

152 

II, 12, 103, 105 
12, 102, 103 

139 
47, 48, 49, 50 

44,48 
47, 48, 49, 50 

114 
109, 113 

95,97,98 
11, 103 

103 
103 
103 

20 
20 
98 

25, 26 

25, 31 
25 

99 
92 
85 
85 
85 
85 
85 

87, 88 
92 

77,82,98 
74, 75, 82 

139, 143 
83, 84, 89 

92 
140 

!12 
92 

85, 87 
85 
85 
85 
85 
2l5 
99 

141 
101 

85 
85, 87 

85 
85 

132 
132 
133 
132 
132 
141 
141 

143, 144 
.. 28,29 

139 
129, 131 

131 
21 

63, 64 
67 

I ndoplanorbis exustus 

Infusoria 
INSECTA 
Insects 
INVERTEBRATA 
Ippilla, Kotu (S) 

· ·Mada (S) 
ISOPODA 
Isotornuru.s 

eburneus 
zonatu.s 

Ixobrychus cinnamorneus 
sinensis s1:nensis 

Jacana, Pheasant Tailed 
JACANIDAE 
Jelly fishes 
Kaba.littiya (S) 
Kadaya, Goma (S) 
Kadaya, Ipilli (S) 

Tal (S) 
Titha (S) 

Kailaya, Rath (S) 
Kakam, Nir (T) 
Kal Koravai (T) 
Kaloula pnlchra tap1·obanica 
Kalumaha (S) 
Kanaya, Gan (S) 

Gas (S) 
Hiri (S) 
Kola (S) 
Mada (S) 
Parandal (S) 
Seva (S) 

Kandhaya (S) 
Kara Adaya (S) 
Kariya, Mada (S) 
Katta, Gal (S) 
Katu Kuriya (S) 
Kavaiya (S) 

Pol (S) 
Kavai.yen (T) 
Kawa, Beli (S) 

Diya (S) 
Keel-back, Chequered 
Kendh11~ (T) .. 
Kes Watuwa (S) 

Ulu (S) 

Ketupa zeylonensis zeylonensis . . 
Kimbula, Ali (S) 

Ela (S) 

Kingfisher 

Kirala (S) 

Gatte (S) 

Blue Faced 
Ceylon Common 
Ceylon White Brested 
Indian Pied 
Stork Billed 
Three Toed 

Kalapu (S) 
Kiraluwa {S) .. 
Kitta (S) 
Kittala (S) 

PAGE 

.. 55,58 
58 
58 
20 

15, 60, 72 
72 

14, 15, 17 
115 
115 

67, 70 
93 

144 
144 

139 
139 

25 
145 
114 

114, 115 
123 
115 
llO 
141 

129, 130 
119 
ll7 
118 

12, 117 
118 

ll,119 
119 
ll7 
ll4 

119 
124 
114 

11, 122 
122 
122 
144 
141 
136 
114 
140 
140 

138, 143 
133 
133 
133 
138 
138 
138 
138 
138 
138 
138 
139 
]39 
139 
141 
141 



PAGE PAGE 
Kokka, Ali (S) 144 LaccoMus (Laccobius) rectus 92 

Badadel (S) 144 Lacconectes simoni 85 
Barendi (S) 144 Laccophilus anticatus S5 
BeHan (S) 144 ceylonicus .. 85, 87 
Daha katti (S) 141 chinentilis inejJiciens 85 
Harak (S) 144 elz.ipticus 85 
Kalapu (S) 144 jlavescens 85 
Kalu (S) 144 jlexnosus ~5 
Kane (S) 144 guttalis 85 
Karawala (S) 144 Laccot1·ephes jlavovenosus 75 Loku Sudu (S) 144 griseus 75 Meti (S) 144 grossus .. 75, 77 Padili (S) 144 maculatus 75 Podi (S) 144 
Re Kana (S) 144 Lacintdm·ia socialis .. 31, 33 
Sudu (S) 144 LACERTOIDEA 133, 136 
Tattu (S) 141 Lake flies .. 95, 97 

Kokku (T) 144 LAMELLIBRANCHIA .. 51, 58 
Kuruttu (T) 144 

Lamellidens marginalis 55, 59 Narai {T) 144 
Periya Vellai (T) 144 consobrina 59 
Thosi {T) 144 lamellata 59 
U;mi (T) 144 thwa#esi 59 
Vellai (T) 144 Lamp1·oglena chinensis 66 

Kokassa (S) 102 Lapwing, Red Wattled 139 
Kola Modaya (S) 123 LARIDAE 140 
Koli, Kanan (T) 140, 141 I ... arva, Alderfly 95, 96 

Tannir (T) 140 Amphibia 126 
Kolla, Goma (S) 114 Anophiline 95 
Kondhaya (S) 116 Anuran 127 
Kora 140 Berosus 56, 91 
Koraliya (S) .. .. 48,124 Biting midge 95, 98 

Ran (S) 124 Blackfly 95, 98 
Japan (S) 124 Blepharocerid 95, 97 
Kaha (S) 124 Bujo kelam·tii 129 

melanostictus 129 Koravai, Kal (T) 117 Bufonidae 127 Korawaka (S) .. 140 Caddisfly 95, 96 
Kirimeti (S) 140 Caecilidae 130 
Punehi (S) 140 Oaenis 95 Korruvai, Para (T) 119 Ceratopogonid 95, 97, 98 

Kossa, Tal (S) 123 Cercaria 40 
Kottan (T) 140 Chironomid .. 95, 97 

Periya (T) 140 Coleoptera 74 
Kudu Massa (S) 109 Corethrid .. 95, 97 
Kukkula, Pan (8) 139 CJ:anefly 95, 98 

Vii (S) 140 Culicidae 97 
K ukulurpan (T) 137 Culioine 95 
Kulai Kida (T) 141 OybisteJ' 87 
Kuluppai (T) 145 Damselfly 93, 95 
Kureya (S) 114 Diptera 73, 96 
Kuriya, Katu (S) 114: Dragonfly 93,95 
Kurulla-goya (S) 139 Dytisoid 84,87 
Kuruvi, Kadal (T) 140 Ephemeroptera 73, 93, 95 

Pambu (T) 141 
Gyrinid 84, 88, 91 Tinu (T) 138 

Ullan (T) 140 Haliplid 84, 88,·91 
Una tan 138 Hemiptera 73 

Labeo dttBBtl'rnieri 12, 113, 116, 117 Horsefly 95, 98 
jishe·ri .. 116, 117 Hydrophilid 84,-.89 
pO?'cellttB lankae 116, 117 Hyd1·ovattts conjm·tus .. 87 

Labeo, Comn1on 117 Kaloulck pulch?-a taprobanica 129 
Green 117 Lakefly 95, 97 
Mountain 117 Lepidoptera 74, 95, 96 
Orange Fin 117 .Limnobiid 95 
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l\fR,yfly 
J1i icrokyla ?'ubra. 
l\Iicroh y lidae 
Miracidia 
Mosquito 

Net-winged midges 
Neuropt.era 
Notorid 
Odonata 
Phantom :mdge 
Plecoptora 
Psychodid 
Ramanelln sp. 

PAG.JIJ 

93, 95 
129 
130 

40 
95, 07 

'. 95, 97 
74, 95, H6 

84, 87 
.. 73, 95 
.. 95, 97 
73,95,96 

95 

Rana cyanophlyctis cyanophl.yctis 
he;cudactyla 

129 
129 
129 

(Hylara1w) ternporali11 
f.igrina cr«saa .. 

Ranidne 
Rha()ophoridat~ 

129 
129 
127 

Rhacophorus le·ucomyotaw macutatus 
Simulid 

127, 130 
129 

95, 97,9>1 
42 
95 

95, 97,98 
95 

95, 97,98 
87, ·10 
74, 95 

129 

Spirmoid 
Rtonefty 
Syrphid 
Tabanid 
'l'ipnlid 
Trematode 
'J'r i c lw p tont 
UpeTodon systoma 

}3it.ing .. 
Buffalo 
Catt.le .. 
Horse .. 
Medicinal 
Paddy Field 
Rue king 

r ... eh.flll& (S) 
Lepidocephalus jonklaasi 

thermati8 

LEPIDOPTERA 
Eeptodora kindti 
Leptuptifos ja·uanicus 
f,P.q~1ereusia F.!piralis 
Lernaea cypr·inacea 
Lethocerus indicu.s 
Lihiniya (S) .. 
r/l:rnnatie palwla 
liimnebhw rufipennia 
Livmias annulatus 
lA·mnubi1rl lm··ua 
LIMNOBIIDAE 
Limnudrilus socialis 
I..Amnogom1s fossanm~ 

nilicl/l.ls 
pw·uulu.s 

Limnomet1'a anadyomene 
fluviorum 

Limnot?·ephe~~ campbelli 
Lissemys punotata ceyloneusis . 
Lizard 
Loaohes 
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Lesser 
Spotted 
Striped 

ll, 44 
49 
19 
49 
49 
4H 
49 
48 

111 
105, 107 
105, 107 

72, 73, 74, 95, 9G 
,13, 64: 

144 
19, 20 
63, 66 
77, 78 

140 
49 
92 
33 
95 
97 
45 
83 

81, 83 
81, 83 

83 
81, 83 
78, 80 

48, l33, 135 

133, 136 
.. I2,l07 

107 
I07 
I07 

Lobi van ell us indicua indictt-s 
Loola (S) 
Lulu Mara (S) 

LU:MBRICIDAE 
LHt1·a lutm ceylonica 
Lymnaea htteola 

ON~ lis 
pinguis 
ttgrina 

minor 

LYMNAEIDAE 
M acrobmchium 

idella 
latimanus 
malcolrrwonii 
rosenbergi 
1'ttde 
scabricul1tm 

M acrognathtts aculeatus 
.lliacroneB gulio 

lceletius 
vittat'UB 

.lri act·opod~ts cupanus 
IYI acronyx ,9J.Jinosa 

f?'iseTialis 

Mada Kariya (8) 
Mallaya (H) 
Maggots, Rat-tailed 
1\fogma. (S) 

Kaha (S) 
Vel (S) 

Mahsier 
MALAC08'I'RACA 
M alpultttta laetseri 

mino1· 
MAMMALIA .. 
Mammal~; 
Mana (S and T) 
Manamalaya (S) 
Mana] Pura (T) 
Massa., Hitha (S) 

Kudf\. (S) 
lklastace·mbelus armatua 

MASTACE1\1BELIDAE 
JVl astir10cerca car :nata 

elongata 
t•attus 
sm:pio 

MASTIGOPHORA 
Mayflies 
I\1een Kutti (T) 

Shma (T) 
JJ![ egalotrocha simbullata 
M elanorihelys tri}uga parlceri 

the1•malis .. 

lvlelanoicles brot·i 
aubviridis 

crenulata 
conjuRca 

lineata 
tuberculata 

layaTcl·i .. 
subcreba 

PAvl~ 

139,143 
11, 12, 65, 119 

139 
.. 44, 4.') 
146, 146 

57 
57 

55, 57 
58 
58 

57 
7l 
71 
71 
71 

69, 71 
71 
71 

ll, 105, 106 
I05, 105 
1('3, 105 

II, 12,4~ 103,105 
122, 123 

64 
64 

119 
98 

.. ll, I02 
102 
102 

101 
60, 67 

121, 122 123 
. I23 

16, 140 
146 
144 
115 
I39 
ll4 
I09 

11, 41, 105, 106 
12, 101, 106 

35 
35,.37 

35 
35 

17, 20 

73, 93, 95 
138 
138 

.. 31, 33 
132 

48, 132, 135 
52 
52 
53 
53 
53 

53, 55 
53 
53 



MELICERTIDAE 
MERMITHIDAE 
Meen-Kutti (T) 

Sinna (T) 
Mesovelia orientalis 
MESOVELIIDAE 
M esostoma erhenbergi 

1·ostmtum 
Metacercaria .. 
M etoco1·is illustrarius 

stali 
M etopidia lepadella 

oval is 
triptem 

Meva (T) 
M icrohyla ornata 

rubm 
zeylanica 

MICROHYLIDAE 
M ic1•onecta albij1·ons 

fascioclavus 
jlavens 
punctata 
qttad1·istrigata 
scutellaris 
tm·salis 

M ic1·ovelia diluta 
longicornis 

Minnow, Estuarine Top 
Lesser Top 
Striped Top 
Top,. 

Miracidia 
Mites 
Miwa (T) 
Modaya, Kola (S) 
Moinodaphnia mac1·ops 

submtwronata 

MOLLUSCA .. 
Molluscs, Bivalve 

Univalve 

M onodiscus macbride?, 
pm·vus 

M onostyla bulla 
lunaris 
quaclridentata 

Mosquitoes 
Moss animalcules 
M otacilla cinerea melanope 

MOTACILLIDAE 
Moths 
Mudiya Balla (S) 
Mugger, Ceylon 
Mukkan Tara (T) 
Mukkuluva (T) 
Murrel 
Mussels 
Muthelei, Kulathi (T) 

Semmukhan (T) 
M ysorella costigem 

NAIDIDAE • , 
Nair Nai (T) .. 
Nalaya, Handhe (S) 

PAGE 

32, 33 
42 

138 
138 

.. 77, S2 
74, 75, 82 

40 
40 
40 
S3 

.. 78, 83 
35 
35 
35 

144 
129, 130 
129, 130 

130 
126, I 27, 130 

S2 
R2 
S2 

77,79, 82 
79, S2 

S2 
S2 
82 
82 

118 
us 
118 
ll7 
40 
98 

139 
123 

64 
64 

18, 51 
58 
51 

.. 37, 40 
40 

35, 37 
35 
35 

95, 97 
26 

137 

137 
73, 96 

146 
133 
145 
145 
119 

51, 58 
133 
133 

56 

.. 44,45 
146 
118 

Nannophrys ceylonensis ceylonensis 
. marmomta 

guentheri 

Narai, Karuppu (T) 
Mannal (T) 
Naththai Kuththi (T) 
Periya (T) 
·PuiT) 
Sangu valai (T) 
Vannati (T) 

Narayan (T) .. 
N atri.v piscator aspenimus 

NAUCORIDAE 
N aucm·is scutellaris 
Naya, Diya (S) 
Nedung Kaluththan (T) 

Kilaththi (T) 
NEMATODA 
NEMATOMORPHA 
N eohyd1·ophilus ?'uflventris 

spinicollis 

NEPIDAE 
N eptosternus taprobanicus 
NERITIDAE 
Nest Builders, Bubble 

elongatus 

PAGE 

180 
129, 130 

130 
144 
144 
144 
144 
144 
144 
144 
144 

135, 136 
74, 75, 78 
'. 77, 78 

136 
141 
141 

16,42,65 
16, 43 

92 
92 
92 

. '74, 75 
88 
52 

· N ettapus coromandelianus coromandeUanus 
1Hl 
145 

95,97 
73, 74, 95, 96 

Net-Winged Midge larva 
NEUROPTERA 
Nir Kakam (T) 
N oemacheilus notostigma 

botia 

NOTERIDAE 

au1·eus 
botia 

N oteus quadricomis 
Notholca 
N otodrornas entzi 
NOTOMMATIDAE 
NOTONECTIDAE 
NOTOPSIDAE 
N otops bmchionus 

mac?'U?'Us 
Nukhta 
Nuli Madayan (T) 
N ychia malay ana 

. ma?'Shallt 
Nycticm·ax nycticomx nycticorax 
Nymphula 
ODONATA .. 
OLIGOCHAETA 
Omic1·ogiton insula1'is 
Ompok bimaculatus 
Onychot?·echtM sakuntala 
Oocyclus latus 
Oostet·nurn hm·ni 
OPHIOCEPHALIDAE 
Ophiocephalus 

141 
105, 107 
105, 107 

107 
107 

83, S4, 87, 88 
37, 38 

.. 37, 38 
66 
33 

74, 75, 79 
li3, 34 
31, 34 

34 
145 
144 

79 
79 

144 
95, 96 

72, 73, 93, 95 
44 
92 

42,102,107 
S3 
92 
92 

10S, ll8 

striatus ll, 12, 13, 42, 66, liS, 119 
marulius am llS, 119 
punctatus liS, ll9, 121 
gachuakelaart1, liS, ll9 

Open Bill 144 
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PAGE PAGE 
Orectochilus ceylonicus 89, 91 striatula 56 

dilatatus R9 subdentatus 56 
disciter S9 sulcatus 56 
jait•mairei 89 compactus 56 
jrate1•nus S9 cont1·actus 56 
indicus 89 minor 56 
limbatus S9 swainsoni 56 
productus S9 tennanti 56 
wehnckei 89 thwaitesi 56 

Osprey 138 torrenticolus 56 
violaceus 56 

OSTRACODA II, 60, 61, 66 zeylanica .. 55, 56 
Osphronemus goramy 13, 121, 122 Pambu, Tanni (T) 136 
Otter, Ceylon 146 Panchax lineatus dayi li7, liS 
Owl, Ceylon Fish 13S melastigma li7, 11S 
Oxytricha mystacea 21 panchax blochii 117, liS, 121 
Ozobranchus shipleyi 47, 4S Panderuwa, Gal (S) 116 
Pachysternum nigrovittatum 92 Pandiya (S) li7 
Padda, Tal (S) 123 Gal (S) 117 
Paddy Bird .. 144 Pandion haliaetus haliaetus 13S 
Palaemon 71 PANDIONIDAE 13S 
PALAEMONIDAE 70, 71 Pan Kukula (S) 139 
Paleya, Hora (S) Ill Pantala jlamscens 95 

P ALPICORNIA S9 
Pamcallipe jernandoi 67 
Pamclepsis vuln(fem 49 

PAL UDESTRINIDAE 52, 56 Paracymus evanescens 92 
PALUDOMINAE 52, 53, 56 Paradiaptomus greeni 65 

Paragodius j1·wuspidatttB 43 
Paludomus 52 Pa1·agonimus westermani 43 

abb1·eviatus 53 Para Korruvai (T) 72 
bicinctus 53 Paramoecium 17,21,23 
chilinoides 53, 55 Paratelphusa .. 11 
clavatus 53 bouvie1·i 72 
constrictus 53 ceylonensis 41, 69, 72 
cumingianus 53 enodis 72 
decussatus 53 hippocastanum 72 
di.latus 53 in nominata 72 
distinguendus 53 parvula 72 
dromedarius 53 1'ugosa 72 
erinaceous 53 801'01' 72 
erroneus 53 Paro1•chistia 67 
fulgumta 53 Parreysia corrugota 59 
funiculatus 53 P!}randu (T) 139 
gardner~ 53 Pas Bara (S) .. 141 
globulosus 53 Boruwa (S) 141 
ha.nleyi 53 
hanleyi major 53 P ASSERIFORMES 137 
laevis 53 Pathmaha, Hal (S) 119 
loricatus 53, 55 Pavali Kali (T) 139 
melanostomus 53 Pectinatella bu1·manica .. 26, 31 
nasutus 53 Pedalion mi1·um .. 37, 3S 
neritoides .. 53, 55 PEDALIONIDAE .. 32, 35 

globosus .. 53 Pelm·gopsis capensis gurial 13S, 143 
nigricans 53 Pelican 141 

stibgranulosa 53 Grey .. 141 
nodulosus 53 Spotted BilleCt. 141 
palustris 53 

PELICANIDAE 141 pictus 53 
pyriformis 53 PELICANIFORMES 141 

reevei 56 Pelicanus 1'osetts 141 

regalis 56 Pelomyxa quarta 20 
ntpaefonnis 56 Pena Valapotta (S) 102 
similis 56 PENAEIDAE 70 
skinneri 56 Perch, Climbing 119, 122 
solidus 56 Peregine, Eastern 139 
sphaerica 56 Peridiniu.m tabulatum 19, 20 
spimlis 56 Peritoppus breddini S2 
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Pethiya (S) 
Dankolla (S) 
Hitha 
Honda (S) 
Hora (S) 
Kattu (S) 
Kotu (S) 
Mas (S) 
Ran (S) 
Rata (S) 
Vellan Kola (S) 

PHALACROCORACIDAE 
Phalacrocorax carbo sinensis 

fu.scicollis 
niger 

Phantom Midges 
Philautus leucorhinus 

nasutus 
schmardanus 
variabilis 

Philodina citrina 
PHILODINIDAE 
PHOENICOPTERIDAE 
Phoenicopterus ruber roseus 
Pila alucinans 

ca1·inata 
cinerea 
doliodes 
globosa 
layardi 
moesta 
tischbeini 
woodwardi 

PILIDAE 
Pilihuduwa 

PISCES 

Gomera (S) 
Kallapu (S) 
Maha (S) 
Mal (S) 
Rang (S) 

Placobdella ceylonica 
emydae 
undulata 

PLANORBIDAE 
Planorbis associatus 

caenosus 
calathus 
demissus 
elegantulus 
hyptiscyclos 
liratus 
spirodelu.s 
stelzneri 
versicolm• 

Platalea leucorodia 
PLATYHELMINTHES 
Plea f1·ontalis .. 

litttrata .. 
PLECOPTERA 
PLEIIDAE .. 
Pleuroxus laevis 
Plew·ogenoides sitapurii 
Piumatelh emarginata 

(H yalinella) longigemmis 

PAGE 

109, ll4 
ll4 
ll4 
114 
ll4 
114 
ll5 
ll4 
111 
111 
114 
141 
141 
141 

141, 143 
.. 95,97 
129, 130 

130 
130 
130 

31, 33 
.• 32, 33 

144 
143, 144 

57 
57 
57 
57 

55, 57 
55, 57 

57 
57 
57 

52, 56 

138 
138 
138 
138 
138 

16, 101 
48 

47, 48 
48 
58 
58 
58 
58 
58 
58 
5o 
58 
58 
58 
58 

141, 143 
.. 16, 40 
. . 78, 80 

78 
72, 73, 95, 96 

74, 75, 78 
.. 63, 64 

41 
.. 26, 31 

27 

Podiceps ?'uflcollis capensis 
PODICIPITIDAE 
PODICIPITIFORMES 
Polonga, Diya (S) 
Polyarthra platyptera 
Polymesoda impressa 

tennentii 
zeylanica 

Pond Skaters 
PORIFERA .. 

PAGE 

143, 145 
145 
145 
136 

31, 34 
55, 59 

59 
59 
82 

Porphyria poliocephalus poliocephalus 
Porrhorrhynchu.~ indicans 
POTAMONIDAE 

14, 16, 24 
141 

89 
70, 71 

116 Pothaya (S) .. 
Prawns 
Prinia, Ceylon Ashy 

White Browed 
Prinia inornata insularis 

socialis brevica~tda 
P1·isti?ia breviseta 

mintttum 
p1·oboscidea 

Procamallanus planomtus 

11, 70 
137 
137 
137 
137 

spiculogubernaculus 
PROTOZOA .. 

45 
45 
45 
42 
42 

11, 14, 17 
41 
92 
64 

P1·otocephalid .. 
Protoste?·num atomarium' 
Pseuclalona longirostris 
Pseudosida szalayi 
PSYCHODIDAE 
Pterodina elliptica 

patina 
PTERODINIDAE 
Ptt~lomera cingalensis 
Pulutta (S) .. 

Mal (S) 
Punai Parandu (T) 
Puntius 

amphibius 
bimaculatus 
cumingi 
chola 
dorsalis 
fllamentosus 
javanicus 
melanamphyx sinhala . . 
nigrofaciatus 
pleurotaenia 
sm·ana 
Meta 

melanomacutatus 
titteya 
ntbripinnis 
vittattts 

PYRAUSTIDAE 

Quacky Duck .. 

Ragovelia nigricans 
ravana 

Rails 
Rails, Blue-·Brested Banded 
Rajaliya, Muhudu (S) 

Wewa (S) 
Raja Tara (T) 

Watuwa (S) 

63, 64 
95, 97 
37, 39 

39 
32, 39 

.. 81, 83 
123 
123 
139 

IIO, Ill 
ll4, 115 
ll4, ll5 

Ill, 113, ll6 
ll4, 115 

13, 113, 114 
ll4 
101 

114, ll5 
13, Ill, 113, 115 

114 
13, 110, 114 

l11,ll6 
116 

13, Ill, 113, ll5, ll6 
ll6 

ll, 12, 13 101, 111, ll5 
96 

145 

82 
.. 81, 82 

140 
141 
139 
139 
145 
140 

157 



RALLIDAE .. 
RALLIFORMES 
Rallina eu1·izonoides nigrolineata 
Ralliya (S) 
Ramanella obscura 

~ palmata 
variegata 

Rana cm·rugata 
cyanophyctis cyanoph!yctis 
hexadactyla 
(Hylarana) gracilis 

temporalis 
limnocharis greeni 

limnocharis 
tigrina c1·assa 
(Tomopterna) breviceps 

Ranatm elongata 
jiliformis 
longipes 
varipes 

RANATRIDAE 
RANIDAE 
Rasbom daniconius 

vate1·ijloris 
rubM· 
1·ubi'iculis .• 
palida 

Rasbora, Common 
Yateria Flower 
Winged 

RASBORINAE 
Rath Kailaya (S) 
RATTULIDAE 
Rattttlus #gris 
Regimba?"tia attenuata 

REPTILIA .. 
Reptiles 
RHABDOCOELA 
RHACOPHORIDAE 
Rhacophonu; m·uciger c1·uciger •. 

eques 
leucomystax maculatus 
microtympanum 

Rhagodotarsus kraeplini 
Rhago·velia nigricans 

ravana 
Rhantus inter. lusus 

punctatus 
taprobanicus 

Rheumatogonus cu.stodiendus 
vittatus 

RHYNCHOBDELLAE 
Rost1·atula benghalensis benghalensis 
ROSTRATULIDAE 
Rotijer vulgaris 
ROTIFERA . 
Ruby, Black .. 
Ruddy Sheldrake 
Salaya (S) 

Dankolla (S) 
Salpina breL-i8pina 

macracaha 

9pinigera 

158 

var. ceylonica 

PAGE 

140 
140 
141 
124 

129, 130 
130 
130 
127 

127 ,129 
127, 129 

127 
127, 129 

127 
127 

129, 130 
130 

.. 78, 98 

.. 77, 78 
78 
78 

74. 75 
126,,127 

70, 109, 113 
109, 113 

109 
109 
109 
109 
109 
108 
108 
110 

33, 35 
35, 37 

92 
16, 132 

132 
40 

126, 127, 130 
130 
130 

129, 30 
130 

.. 80, 83 
82 

.. 81, 82 
88 

87, 88 
88 
83 
83 
48 

140 
140 

31, 33 
14, 16, 32 

115 
145 
110 
110 

34 
31, 34 

34 
34 

SALPINIDAE 
Sandhoppers .. 
Sandpiper, Common 

Marsh 
Wood 

Sandracottu.9 jestivus 
Sapeya, Bulath (S) 

SARCODINA 
Sa1·k?:diornis rnelanota, 
Scaphvlebri.s mucro11f1la 
Scarid?:um longicaudum 
Scarlet Band(:'d Barb 
Scoliopsis spinosa 
SCOLOP ACIDAE 
Sem Parundu (T) 
Senga lucknowensis 
Seppali (S) 
Septm·ia live.sayi 

reticulata 
squamata 

SERPENTOIDEA 
Seru, Ballal (S) 
Seruwa (S) 

Diya (S) 
Gembi (S) 
Loku (S) 
Mal (S) 
Thumba (S) 

Sethala (S) 
Sethel (T) 
Shag, Indian 
Shank, Green 
Shark, Frel:!hwater 
Shrimp, Fairy 

Freshwater 
Sigam substriata 
SILURIDAE 
Simocephalus elizabethae 

expinosus 
SIMUIIDAE 
Siyak Karaya (S) 
Snails 
Snake 

Dogfaced Water 
Gerard's Water 
Bird 

Snake-Head .. 
Brown 
Giant 
Green 
Smooth-brested 
Striped 

Snake Skin Gourami 
Snipe, Common 

Fantail 
Painted 
Pintail 

Soreya (S) 
Spaniotoma 
Sphaenoderia lenta 
Sphaeridium dimidiatum 

quinquemaculatum 

PAGE 

33, 34 

140 
140 
140 

87, R8 
115 

17 
145 
64 

35, 37 

92 
140 
139 
41 

122 
52 
52 

52, 55 
133 
139 
145 
145 
145 
145 
145 
145 
124 
124 
141 
140 
102 

61 
40, 67, 70 

82 
102 
64 
64 

95, 97, 98 
144 

.. 26, 51 
133 
136 
136 
141 

.. 66, 118 
119 
119 
119 
118 
119 
122 
139 
139 
139 
139 
109 
42 
20 
92 
92 



Sphaerodema rusticum 
Spiders 
Spiny Eels 

Lesser 
Spiruroid larva 
Sponges 
Spongilla carteri 

proliferens 
SPONGILLIDAE 

Spoonbills 
Springtails 

SQUAMATA .. 

Stegocephalus spinijer 
Stenocyp1·is ceylonica 

major 
malcolrnsoni 

Stenostomum .. 
Sterna albifrow sinewis 

PAGE 

77, 78 
98 

106 
106 

42 
23, 24, 26 
.. 23, 24 
.. 23, 24 

24 

141 
73, 93,95 

132, 133 
.. 61, 63 

63, 67 
67 
67 

Stemolophus ( N eostemolophus) brachyctcanthus .. 

40 

140 
91, 92 

92 ruflpes 
Stilt, Ceylon Black Winged 
Stoneflies 
Stone Sucker .. 
Storks 

Black Necked 
Indian White Necked 
Painted 

STRIGIDAE 
STRIGIFORMES 
Stylonchia pustulata 
Suddara (S) .. 

SYLVIIDAE .. 
Synchaeta pectinata 
SYNCHAETIDAE 

SYRPHIDAE 
TABANIDAE 
Tal Kadaya (S) 

Kossa (S) 
Padda {S) 

Tambala Vanna (S) 
Tambalaya (S) 
Tanni Pambu (T) 
Tapeworms .. 
Tara (T) 

Chilli (T) 
Mukkan (T) 
Raja (T) 

Teal, Cotton .. 
Large Whistling 
Whistling 

TEMNOCEPHALIDA 
Tern, Gull Billed 

Indian Whiskered 
Uttle .. 

Terrapin 
Black 
Cmnn10n 
Hard 
Parker's 
Soft 

TESTUDINATA 

139 
73, 95, 96 

117 
141, 144 

144 
144 
144 

138 
138 

.. 21, 23 
110 
137 

31, 34 
.. 33, 34 

95, 93, 98 
97 

123 
123 
123 

117 
117 
136 

40 
145 
145 
145 
145 
145 
145 
145 

40 
140 
140 
140 
132 

4;B,132 
132 
132 
132 

4B, 133 

132 

Thalkaththi Chondan (T) 
Thanacola Kurulla (S) 
Theliya (S) 

Batakola (S) 
Gan (S) 
Oya (S) 

Thiara acanthica 
datura .. 
1'Udis .. 
scab1•a .. 

THIARIDAE 
THIARINAE 

Theodoxis perotetiana 
Thirelliya (S) .. 
Threskiornis melanocephala 
THRESKIORNITHIDAE 

Ticks 
Tilapia 

mossarnbica 
Timasius atratus 

splenden.s 
T1'ntinnopsis ovalis 
Tiphot1·ephes indicus 
TIPULIDAE 
Titteya, Bandi (S) 

Titteya, Dola (S) 

Toads 

Goma (S) 
Halma! (S) 
Handhe (S) 
Iri (S) 
Lai (S) 
Pulli (S) 
Vairan (S) 

Top Minnow .. 
Estuarine 
Lesser 
Striped 

Tor khudree longispinis 
Tortoises 

TREMATODA 
T1·ichogaster pectoralis 
Triclads 

TRICOPTERA 
Trinerna enchelys 
Tringa gla1'eola 

nebula1'ia 
stagnatilis 

TRIONYCHIDAE 
Trypanosomas 
Tuduwa, Dae (S) 
TURBELLARIA 
Tub~fex 

TUBIFICIDAE 
Turtles 

Udda (S) 
Jri {S) 

Ukussa (S) 
Ullavai (T) 
Ulu Kes W atuwa (S) 

PAGE 

141 
137 

11, 106 
106 
106 
106 

53, 55 
53 
53 
53 

51, 52 
52 
52 

115 
141 
141 

9B 
13, 124 

121, 124 
B3 

.. 81, 83 
21 

.. 7B, 80 
95, 97, 9B 

11, 12, 113 
116 
115 
109 
liB 
115 
ll6 
115 
116 

126, 127 
liB 
ll!< 
11B 
118 

110, 110, 111, 113 
.. 4B, 132 

40 

121, 122 
40 

73, 74, 95, 96 
.. 19, 20 
140, 143 

140 
140 

132, 133 
4B 

144 
40 
47 

.. 44,45 
132 

11B 
11B 
139 
124 
140 
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UNIONIDAE 
Univalve Mollusc 
U perodon systoma 
Urian (T) 

Vakka (T) 
Valapotta (S) 
Valaya (&) 

Maha (S) 
Valluru (T) 
Vanna, Tambala (S) 
VARANIDAE 
V m·anus monitor kabaragoya 
Vayalan (T) 
VELIIDAE .. 
V enidius henryi 
VERTEBRATA 
Vii Girrawa (S) 
Kukkula 
Vilangu, Pulli (T) 
Yiral Addippan (T) 
VIVAPARIDAE 
Volvox aureus .. 
Vortwella 

Waders 
Wagtails 

PAGE 

58 
51 

129, 130 
144 

144 
102 

12, 102 
102 
139 
117 
136 

135, 136 
137 

74, 75, 82 
.. 81, 83 

14, 15, 101 
139 
140 
106 
i38 

51, 52 
19, 20 
17, 23 

139 
137 
137 Grey 

W allago att1~ .. 
Warbler 

12, 13, 41, 42, 70, 102, 105 
137 
137 
137 

Ashy Wren 
Blyth's Reed 
Cevlon Fantail 
Ceylon Great Reed 

Water Boatmen 

160 

Bugs, Creeping 
Giant 

137 
137 

14, 79 
78 
78 

Fleas 
Log lice 
Measurers 
Mite 
Scorpions 
Skaters 
Stick Insects 
Striders 

Watercock 
Water hen 

Indian 
White-Brested 

Watuwa, Kes (S) 
Maha (S) 
RRja (S) 
Sili (S) 

Watuwa, Ulu Kes 
Weligowa (S) .. 
Wheel animalcules 
Wil Kukkula .. 
Worms, Earth 

Flat .. 
Gordian 
Horsehair 
Oligochaete 
Round 
Spiny-headed 
Tape 

Xenorhynchus asiaticus asiaticua 

Zeylanema anabantis 
fernandoi 
kulasirii 
pearsi 
sweeti 

ZYGOPTERA 
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75 
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75 
82 

140 
140 
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124 
32 

140 
44 
40 

43,47 
43 
26 
42 
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40 
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42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
93 


