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In the context of the United Nations

Ocean Conference in Lisbon, co-hosted

by the Governments of Kenya and

Portugal, the Ocean Literacy Dialogues

week hosted this 3 hour workshop

which was composed of interactive

sessions to provide training, information,

and tools for educational authorities,

policy-makers, and curriculum

developers. 

The “Blue Curriculum: A training Session”

was organized considering the recently

launched UNESCO publication “A new

blue curriculum: a toolkit for policy-

makers” which aims to support Member

States to include Ocean Literacy in the

national curriculum frameworks and

educational policies around the world.

The workshop was organized by the

Intergovernmental Oceanographic

Commission of UNESCO (IOC-UNESCO)

in collaboration with the International

Bureau of Education (IBE-UNESCO) and

supported by AXA XL.

Background:

“Blue Curriculum: A training Session”
Final Results and Workshop Report

1st July 2022 (3h training, from 10:00 to 13:00), Ciência Viva, Lisbon

WORKSHOP REPORT

Participants group picture, during the UN Ocean Conference “Blue Curriculum: A training Session”. © UNESCO.

https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000380544
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Workshop Agenda:
Welcoming remarks (10') by Dr. Francesca Santoro

Professor Hugo Labate - Tensions in Curriculum

design (30')

Jamie Buchanan-Dunlop - Creating connection

(30')

Q&A (10')

Hands-on activity (45')

Participants group feedback (25')

Closing remarks (10')

Coffee-break (20’)

WORKSHOP REPORT

Who attended the
workshop?
The workshop was attended by over
32 participants from Member States
including the United States, Ecuador,
France, Brazil, Nigeria, Cape Verde,
Portugal, Canada, Sweden and the
United Kingdom. The attendees
represented various stakeholders
involved in scholar curriculum
development, research, education and
ocean literacy.
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The workshop was opened by Dr.

Francesca Santoro, Programme

Specialist in IOC-UNESCO, who

introduced the first speaker, Professor

Hugo Labate, Curriculum Expert, author

of several textbooks and teaching aids

for Science under the IBE-UNESCO

Diploma on Curriculum design and

development, as well as with experience

as executive officer of the Curriculum

Development Unit at the Ministry of

Education of Argentina, currently in

charge of strategic planning actions for

improving STEAM. Professor Hugo

instigated participants to think over the

main possible barriers and

opportunities related to the

bureaucratic structure of educational

systems when proposing the inclusion

of ocean literacy in the curriculum.

This was followed by a presentation by

Jamie Buchanan-Dunlop founder of

Encounter EDU / AXA Ocean Education

with a background as secondary

teacher in the UK as well involved in

Ocean Literacy courses for K12

audience that participated in a

consortium of educators and scientists

to include ocean topics in the UK

curriculum for the first time, who

presented the proposed Theory of

Change to support curriculum reforms,

as well as Encounter EDU experience

with technology for education.

These sessions were presented in

English.

WORKSHOP REPORT

What was presented
during the workshop?



In the second part of the workshop,

Professor Hugo Labate and Mr. Jamie

Buchanan-Dunlop divided participants

in groups and instigated the groups to

look for answers when thinking on the

following questions:

1.What kind of fears related to the

future of the ocean can you identify?

2. What kind of fears or cautions can

you imagine to exist from the side of

education policy-makers when

dealing with reforms?

3. What strategies can you envisage

to make both parties "meet"?

WORKSHOP REPORT

1 2 3

What kind of fears related to the
future of the ocean can you

identify?   

What kind of fears or cautions can
you imagine to exist from the side
of education policy-makers when

dealing with reforms?   

What strategies can you
envisage to make both parties

"meet"? 

Fear of change
Ocean threats that include
ocean pollution, acidification,
sea level rise, invasive
species, lack of planning,
climate crisis and biodiversity
loss.
Fear of misconceptions about
marine speciesIntense ocean
exploration
Lack of time to make the
necessary changes, due to
climate crisis 
Lack of ocean presence in
curriculum high-level
meetings
Eco and ocean-anxiety.

Policy-makers may not be
intrinsically connected to
nature, and some ocean-topics
may seen not proprietary for
the educational agenda at a
first glance
Funding and priority for
national exams
Curriculum may be different
depending on the region
Resistance to change and to
risk on something new
Lack of intersectional dialogue
between ocean and curriculum
professionals

OL research and numbers,
about behaviour change could
support both parties to meet
More trainings and meetings
in local language that include
ocean/sea stakeholders but
also educational stakeholders
Finding a common
languageIntegrated approach
and collaboration
Engagement with curriculum
publishers and
writersScience-driven
demonstrations of OL
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The previous discussion and answers to

the questions were reported to the

group and a discussion was considered

prior to the workshop closing.

WORKSHOP REPORT

Feedback from attending
stakeholders:

“Super happy for having the

opportunity to participate in the

workshop this morning. It was

wonderful. Learned hips! Thank you

Francesca.”

Patrícia Conceição - participant of the

“Blue Curriculum: A training Session”,

member of the National Coordination

team of Escola Azul (Blue Schools)

Portugal. 

"Inspiration, ideas to improve the

strategies to better achieve the

literacy goals!"

Ana Costa, Professor and Researcher,

University of the Azores, Portugal.

"It will definitely help me to

pragmatically approach my

government locally and reach out to

academic institutions. Received so

much clarity on what are the

loopholes, strategies and real time

bolders. I have started writing a book

on Ocean Literacy here in Mumbai for

junior high to start with, and would

like to continue with two more series

on senior high and teachers."

Elsie Gabriel, National Cordinator

Oceans Climate Reality Project India.



Conclusions

66% of participants stated as Excellent the content and structure

provided by the organizers,

77% of participants rated as Excellent the quality of discussions

provided by the organizers.

66.5% of participants rated the Excellent assistance received during

the Workshop.

The workshop supported participants from diverse backgrounds to

understand the diverse aspects of the curriculum framework and how

Ocean Literacy can influence changes inside the curriculum structures.

During the workshop, participants were also encouraged to think out of

the box and create empathy or better ways to communicate with

policy-makers in charge of curriculum frameworks.

The workshop supported the initial steps of promoting the Blue

Curriculum to more Member States considering the different levels of OL

knowledge and implementation of all stakeholders. In the feedback

survey, the majority of participants manifested the usefulness of the

Workshop as well as resources and background of speakers. Data

collected by the feedback survey shows that:

The Workshop was a result of collaboration between IOC-UNESCO, IBE-

UNESCO with the support of AXA.
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