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Foreword 

As the Chair of the Seychelles FiTI National Multi-Stakeholder Group 

(MSG), I am very pleased to present this first report to the Fisheries 

Transparency Initiative (FiTI), which is the first of its kind ς not only 

for Seychelles, but globally.  

Compiling this FiTI Report in a truly inclusive spirit during a global 

pandemic was not an easy task. In addition to the administrative 

challenges that this pandemic brought upon all of us, including the 

restrictions of face-to-face meetings between stakeholders from government, business and civil 

society, it was the first time that the national authorities are assessed against the FiTI Standard, 

indicating which information on fisheries should be published by the government of Seychelles. 

This required not only a minŘ ǎƘƛŦǘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ΨƻǇŜƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴǘŜƴǎŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ 

between the Report Compiler, Dr Jude Bijoux; the authorities; the members of the FiTI National 

Multi-Stakeholder Group, and the FiTI International Secretariat. 

Moreover, Seychelles committed to conduct the assessment against the full set of the  

12 transparency requirements of the FiTI Standard, instead of only the minimum first six 

requirements. This ambitious exercise is a clear testament to the importance Seychelles places 

on transparent marine fisheries. 

When the government of Seychelles joined the Open Government Partnership Initiative (OGP) 

in 2018, the adherence to the FiTI ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŦƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜƴŀŎǘƳŜƴǘ 

of one of these commitments, the Access to Information Act, in 2018, started the shift of the 

paradigm of governance from one of secrecy to one of transparency. This is helping to create 

an enabling environment for more democratic participation in affairs that concern us all. 

It must however be said that there still remains much to be done to fully engage all stakeholders 

in questioning the way the fisheries sector is managed, assessed, monitored and valued. This 

concerns not only to stop the continuing practice where the fisheries sector is taken for granted, 

but also to ensure that it is consistent with our Blue Economy principles. Fisheries must be 

environmentally sustainable, economically viable and inclusive through strengthening national 

partnerships between, industry, civil society and government. And in order to pursue informed 

discussions, the public availability of trusted information is an essential first step.  

This first FiTI Report process highlighted several areas where there are serious weaknesses in 

the availability of information and showed that even when information exists, it is not always 

easily accessible to the public, and at times, is simply inaccessible. 
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There were also instances where confidentiality and other legal issues prevented the 

publication of basis information. In these cases, the National MSG has recommended that 

discussions are started with the objective of improving transparency without at the same time 

compromising sensitive commercial interests. 

The publication of this report comes at a time of great difficulty for the economy of Seychelles. 

Like many other tourism-dependent small island states, our country is now embarking on the 

long journey towards economic recovery. Marine fisheries, the second largest pillar of our 

economy, must be sustainably managed to ensure it not only contributes the maximum now, 

but that it also has the ability to continue contributing to shared prosperity well into the future.  

I am therefore convinced this report will be a milestone ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ towards a 

prosperous, well-managed and socially equitable fisheries sector. It is expected that important 

changes will result from this report. In fact, some have already started since the exercise was 

initiated. Most notably, some foreign fishing access agreements, fisheries research studies, 

licensing data etc. have now been published and can be accessed without any restrictions or 

costs. The changes that are coming will be necessary as they will identify how to create 

streamlined operating procedures that will prevent duplication, maximise use of resources and 

promote the inclusiveness of all partners into the process.  

It is hoped that all bona fide stakeholders (Seychellois as well as our international partners) will 

realise that the prosperity and development of the fisheries sector depends on the active 

participation of all. For this to happen, it is essential that the information is available, accessible 

and complete. I am confident that this report will increase the appreciation of the importance 

of our fisheries sector, and also highlight what needs to be done to ensure that fisheries benefits 

us all. 

This report is therefore clearly not designed for the fisheries experts within government, 

industry and civil society. Instead, it is meant for the people of Seychelles. We all need to 

assume ownership of our common resource. I dare to hope that a transparent fisheries sector, 

backed by a smooth data sharing process and regular informed public debates, is within the 

grasp of Seychelles.  

 

Philippe Michaud 

Ministry of Fisheries and the Blue Economy 

Chair of the FiTI National Multi-Stakeholder Group Seychelles 
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1) Summary 

Seychelles, an island group in the western Indian Ocean, comprises of 115 islands spread over 

an Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) of 1.37 million km2. Despite having a land mass of just 455 

km2, Seychelles is a large oceanic state, and a major player in the global tuna industry, with Port 

Victoria one of the busiest industrial fishing ports in the Western Indian Ocean. Seychelles is 

heavily reliant on its two main pillars of the economy: tourism and fisheries.  

In view that marine fisheries is such a key contributor to the social, economic and cultural fabric 

ƻŦ {ŜȅŎƘŜƭƭŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ŀ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀƎŜƴŘŀΣ 

from successive National Development Plans to strategies for socio-economic growth. 

Seychelles has also prioritised the nationalising of the international agenda for sustainable 

fisheries, such as the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries of the Food and Agriculture 

Organisation of the United Nations (FAO). 

There is a widely shared understanding of the need to achieve sustainably managed marine 

fisheries. But coastal states, like Seychelles, face a complex challenge: ensuring that fishing and 

fish trade contribute to income, employment, food and nutrition security, while also conserving 

marine biodiversity for future generations. 

While there are many aspects to achieve sustainable fisheries, the public availability of 

information is essential. Transparency does not only contribute to improved decision-making 

by public authorities, it can also highlight underlying factors of unsustainable fisheries. National 

authorities, private fishing companies, local fishing communities, investors, retailers and 

partner countries engaged in fishing agreements stand to benefit from increased transparency. 

Promoting these positive features of fisheries lies at the heart of the Fisheries Transparency 

Initiative (FiTI).  

The Fisheries Transparency Initiative (FiTI) is a global multi-

stakeholder partnership that defines for the first time the 

information that national authorities must publish on the 

marine fisheries sector.  

By making fisheries management more transparent and inclusive, the FiTI promotes informed 

public debates on fisheries policies and supports the long-term contribution of the sector to 

national economies and the well-being of citizens and businesses that depend on a healthy 

marine environment. 

Seychelles has been collaborating with the FiTI since 2015. In fact, transparency has become a 

ŎƻǊƴŜǊǎǘƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊǎ ǘƻ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ƻŎŜŀƴ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΤ ŀƴŘ 

ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻǊŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ Ψ.ƭǳŜ 9ŎƻƴƻƳȅΥ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ tƻƭƛŎȅ CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ wƻŀŘƳŀǇΩ 

(2018-2030). 

This is the first report of Seychelles to the FiTI, covering information relevant for the calendar 

year 2019.  
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The purpose of this report is threefold:  

 

To SUMMARISE KEY STATUS INFORMATION ƻƴ {ŜȅŎƘŜƭƭŜǎΩ fisheries sector 

ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ŜȅŎƘŜƭƭŜǎΩ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ 

sector. 

 

 

To ASSESS {9¸/I9[[9{Ω [9±9[ hC /hat[L!b/9 ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ 12 transparency 

requirements of the FiTI Standard.1 

 

 

 

To PROVIDE RECOMMENDATIONS to {ŜȅŎƘŜƭƭŜǎΩ national authorities on 

how the publication of information in the public domain, e.g. on 

government websites, can be further improved. 

 
1  The FiTI Standard is an internationally recognised transparency framework that defines for the first time 

what information on fisheries should be published online by the national authorities The FiTI Standard was 
developed over the course of a 2-year global consultation process with representatives from fishing nations, 
industrial and artisanal fishing, civil society and intergovernmental organisations. 

1 

2 

3 
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The report has been produced by {ŜȅŎƘŜƭƭŜǎΩ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ aǳƭǘƛ-Stakeholder Group (MSG), a 

group comprising of 12 members, equally representing government, business and civil society. 

Together, this group is responsible for how the FiTI is implemented in Seychelles.  

Government 

representatives 

Business  

representatives 

Civil society  

representatives 

Mr Roy Clarisse Mr Keith Andre  Mr Cyril Bonnelame 

Honorable Chantal Ghislain Mr David Bentley Ms Gabriella Gonthier 

Mr Philippe Michaud2 Mr Selwyn Edmond Mr Grant Heyer 

Honorable Philip Monthy Mr Darrell Green Dr Marie-Thérèse Purvis 

 

 

We, the FiTI National Multi-Stakeholder Group of 

Seychelles, seek to stimulate informed public debates on 

how the fisheries sector is managed in Seychelles. We 

therefore encourage all bona fide stakeholders that appreciate the 

enormous value and importance of marine fisheries in our country ς 

the citizens of Seychelles, civil society organisations, media, academia 

and our national and international business and development 

partners ς to engage in an active dialogue based on this 

report.  
 

  

 
2  Chair of the National Multi-Stakeholder Group 
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In order to facilitate the understanding and usage of this report, the National Multi-Stakeholder 

Group seeks to emphasise the following core characteristics: 

Ā The FiTI does not expect countries to have complete data for every transparency 

requirement from the beginning. Instead, public authorities must disclose the 

information they have, and where important gaps exist, they must demonstrate 

improvements over time. Recommending and monitoring such improvements will be a 

coǊŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ {ŜȅŎƘŜƭƭŜǎΩ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ a{DΦ 

Ā Public disclosure of information cannot be directly equated to actual progress towards 

sustainable management of fisheries. In other words, poor levels of transparency may 

not be a sign of wrongdoing, but they rather highlight a potential opportunity to enhance 

disclosure to stakeholders. Likewise, high levels of public availability of information 

illustrates strong disclosure systems, but this may not reflect operational and 

implementation success regarding the sustainability of marine fisheries. Consequently, 

{ŜȅŎƘŜƭƭŜǎΩ ŦƛǊǎǘ Cƛ¢L wŜǇƻǊǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ ŜƴŘ ƛƴ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΦ LƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǎǘƻŎƪ 

of current disclosure practices against an internationally recognised transparency 

framework with a view to starting a conversation with all relevant stakeholders in 

{ŜȅŎƘŜƭƭŜǎΩ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ ǎŜŎǘƻǊΦ In the future, such a report will be published on an annual 

basis, including comparisons with previous years. 

Ā This report does not highlight mistakes or weaknesses in decision-making, nor bad 

fishing practices. It does, however, offer an important means to raise levels of openness 

and public access to information which can support all stakeholders in maintaining or 

achieving robust democratic governance and accountabiƭƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ {ŜȅŎƘŜƭƭŜǎΩ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ 

sector. 

Ā This report does not substitute or duplicate existing efforts by national authorities, such 

ŀǎ {ŜȅŎƘŜƭƭŜǎ CƛǎƘƛƴƎ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ !ƴƴǳŀƭ wŜǇƻǊǘ ƻǊ ƛǘǎ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎΦ Instead, the FiTI 

emphasises the need for national authorities to develop and strengthen their own 

systems for collating and publishing information online in a complete and accessible 

manner. The focus is therefore on summarising the status and levels of transparency on 

ŎƻǊŜ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ {ŜȅŎƘŜƭƭŜǎΩ Ƴŀrine fisheries sector.  

Ā Ultimately, the impact of these annual FiTI Reports does not lie in the act of publishing 

information. It relies on how this information is used and on the willingness of decision-

makers to listen to the ideas and concerns of stakeholders on how marine fisheries should 

ōŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ a{D ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ {ŜȅŎƘŜƭƭŜǎΩ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

FiTI is also anchored in its wider commitment to open governments, highlighted in 

ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ Ǉƭŀƴ ǊŜƎarding the Open Government 

Partnership. 

 



 
 

11 

Seychelles 1st Report to the Fisheries Transparency Initiative (FiTI)     | Calendar year: 2019 

 

bƻǘŀōƭŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇŀǊŜƴŎȅ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ {ŜȅŎƘŜƭƭŜǎΩ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ƛƴ нлмфΥ 

/  

A significant amount of information on {ŜȅŎƘŜƭƭŜǎΩ fisheries sector is 

already collated by national authorities (e.g. the Ministry of Fisheries and 

the Blue Economy, the Seychelles Fishing Authority), but this information 

is often not accessible online.  

This is in particular noteworthy for catch information from the large-scale 

fishing sector, where Seychelles Fishing Authority (SFA) collates extensive 

data sets, enabling detailed analysis (e.g. catches by species, by flag 

State, by gear type). However, significant inconsistencies in these data 

sets for 2019, caused by SFA-internal processing challenges as well as lack 

of information from the industrial longline fishery3, reduce the 

meaningfulness of this information.  

 

As part of this first FiTI Report, previously unpublished information is now 

publicly available4, including:  

Ā The contract of the following fishing access agreement, allowing 

ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ǾŜǎǎŜƭǎ ǘƻ ŦƛǎƘ ƛƴ {ŜȅŎƘŜƭƭŜǎΩ ǿŀǘŜǊǎ5: 

o Government of Mauritius6 

Ā Key legal, policy and management documents governing 

{ŜȅŎƘŜƭƭŜǎΩ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ 

 
3  2019 catch data from the industrial longline fishery is seen as significantly incomplete, as it often only 

includes statistics from Semester 1 (January ς June 2019), and also suffers from partially unreturned 
logbooks. 

4  Either online by government authorities, or as an interim solution as part of this FiTI Report.  
5  The term Ψ{ŜȅŎƘŜƭƭŜǎΩ ǿŀǘŜǊǎΩ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǎȅƴƻƴȅƳƻǳǎƭȅ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

waters (i.e. Territorial Sea and Exclusive Economic Zone). 
6  Seychelles signed two agreements with Mauritius: an agreement for foreign-flagged vessels to fish in 
{ŜȅŎƘŜƭƭŜǎΩ ǿŀǘŜǊǎ, and an agreement for Seychelles-flagged vessels to fish in aŀǳǊƛǘƛǳǎΩ ǿŀǘŜǊǎΦ .ƻǘƘ ƘŀǾŜ 
been published by SFA as part of the FiTI reporting process. 
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Ā A summary of the status of fish stocks in Seychelles 

Ā The names of the 25 licence holders for {ŜȅŎƘŜƭƭŜǎΩ ǎŜŀ ŎǳŎǳƳōŜǊ 

fishery 

Ā Information on the various types of fisheries subsidies available to 

{ŜȅŎƘŜƭƭŜǎΩ ǎƳŀƭƭ-scale fisheries (only for 2018; data for fuel 

subsidies is available for 2019) 

 

As part of this FiTI reporting process, the National MSG compiled a 

summary for each of the four fisheries in Seychelles (i.e. recreational, 

commercial, scientific, and sport fishing). This is to facilitate the 

understanding of tenure arrangements by the general public, including 

information on fees, durations, fishing conditions, transferability and 

divisibility of fishing rights. 

 

A significant amount of important information categories are still not 

available to the public, such as: 

Ā Stock assessments produced or commissioned by SFA; 

Ā The contracts of the following three private fishing access 

agreementsΣ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ǾŜǎǎŜƭǎ ǘƻ ŦƛǎƘ ƛƴ {ŜȅŎƘŜƭƭŜǎΩ ǿŀǘŜǊǎΥ7 

o Taiwan Deep-sea Tuna Longline Boat Owners and Exporters 

Association (TTA) 

o Top Fortune International (TFI) 

o Dongwon Industries Co. Ltd.8 

Ā A registry for large-scale fishing vessels (ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǿŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ {C!Ωǎ 

internal vessel record but due to a high number of inconsistencies 

encountered during this FiTI Report, this information is not 

provided here) 

Ā Payments made by large-scale vessels for their fishing activities in 

{ŜȅŎƘŜƭƭŜǎΩ waters 

Ā Information on whether fisheries subsidies are given to the large-

scale fishing sector (if any) 

As part of this FiTI Report, the National Multi-Stakeholder Group made 

clear recommendations to the Government of Seychelles to improve 

 
7  Additionally, the agreements signed between Seychelles and the EU and between Seychelles and Mayotte, 

are both published along with their relevant protocols on the website of the EU, but not on a website of 
{ŜȅŎƘŜƭƭŜǎΩ ƎƻǾernment.  

8  It appears that no written agreement exists between Seychelles and Dongwon Industries Co. Ltd. 
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transparency in its fisheries management in order to adhere to the FiTI 

Standard.  

 

The number of ƭƛŎŜƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ {ŜȅŎƘŜƭƭŜǎΩ ǎƳŀƭƭ-scale fisheries is not 

published, and information that has been given as part of this FiTI 

reporting process cannot be seen as complete. 

Furthermore, no up-to-date evaluations or audits of the economic, social 

and food security contributions of the small-scale fisheries sector in 

Seychelles are available. 

 

By March 2021, the MFBE has already initiated the process to determine 

policy/implementation procedures for beneficial ownership 

transparency regarding companies involved in the fishing sector. 

 

 

 

 

The report shows there are significant gaps in the online 

availability of fisheries information and, as a likely result of 

this, certain aspects of Seychelles' fisheries are known to 

generate controversies among the general public. Therefore, we, the 

FiTI National Multi -Stakeholder Group of Seychelles, aimed to provide 

additional background information within this first report to facilitate 

ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ŜȅŎƘŜƭƭŜǎΩ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ 

sector.  

It is expected that future FiTI Reports (conducted on an annual basis) 

will be able to reference existing information in the public 

domain and, thus, shorten the reporting effort significantly. 
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Public Registry of National Fisheries Laws, Regulations and 

Official Policy Documents 

Key information for 2019: 

Major marine fisheries laws and 

regulations in Seychelles: 
2 

Ā Fisheries Act (2014) 

Ā Fisheries Regulations (1987) 

Number of major official policy 

documents regarding marine 

fisheries: 

2 

Ā Seychelles Fisheries Sector Policy and Strategy 

(2019) 

Ā Fisheries Comprehensive Plan (2019), focused 

on small-scale fisheries 

Number of fisheries management 

plans: 
2 

Ā Mahé Plateau trap and line fishery co-

management plan (2020) 

Ā National Plan of Action for the Conservation 

and Management of Sharks 2016-2020 

Summary of transparency assessment for 2019: 

Is the information available 

to the government of 

Seychelles? 

Is the information published 

on a government website and 

freely accessible? 

Is the information seen as 

complete by the National 

Multi -Stakeholder Group? 

   

Yes To a large extent To a large extent 

 

 

At the beginning of this FiTI Report process, a significant number of laws, policy 

documents and management plans were not published online, including the Fisheries 

Act (2014) and the Fisheries Regulations (1987). These documents are now published 

on the website of SFA. 

 

{ŜȅŎƘŜƭƭŜǎΩ ŜDƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ tƻǊǘŀƭΣ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 

Communications Technology (DICT), does not include any laws, policy documents or 

management plans related to marine fisheries. 

 

The majority of fisheries laws and regulations can be downloaded from a non-

governmental online repository, courtesy of the Seychelles Legal Information 

Institute (SeyLii). However, as this is not an official government website, information 

published there is evaluated as non-accessible in accordance with the FiTI Standard.  

All laws and regulations concerning fisheries are published in the Official Gazette. 
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Fisheries Tenure Arrangements 

Fisheries tenure agreements define who can use which fish resources, for how long, and under 

what conditions, amongst other features. Such agreements are one of the most critical aspects 

of sustainable fisheries management. Fisheries tenure systems define how and why 

governments allocate rights for fishing. 

Key information for 2019: 

The Fisheries Act (2014) is the main piece of legislation regarding fishing rights, authorisations, 

procedures and dispensation for all types of fisheries in Seychelles. Many of the articles 

concerning rights and authorisations in the Act are reiterated in the Fisheries Regulations 

(1987). 

Furthermore, the procedures to apply for a fishing permit and authorisation have been partially 

updated for the small-scale fisheries and is summarised in the Fisheries Comprehensive  

Plan (2019). 
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Summary of transparency assessment for 2019: 

Is the information available 

to the government of 

Seychelles? 

Is the information published 

on a government website and 

freely accessible? 

Is the information seen as 

complete by the National 

Multi -Stakeholder Group? 

   

Partially Partially Partially 

 

 

As part of this FiTI Report process, the National MSG compiled a summary for each 

of the four fisheries (and their relevant fishing rights) to facilitate the understanding 

of tenure arrangements by the general public, including information on fees payable, 

the duration, fishing conditions, transferability and divisibility of such rights. 

 

There is significant opacity regarding procedures for participating in the sea 

cucumber fishery in Seychelles, in particulary when compared to the spiny lobster 

fishery, which is much more transparent.  

However, as part of this FiTI Report process, SFA has published the list of businesses 

and individuals participating in the sea cucumber fishery (see Annex C). 
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Foreign Fishing Access Agreements 

A foreign fishing access agreement refers to a contractual arrangement that is entered into 

between a coastal state (e.g. Seychelles) and a foreign party that allows for fishing vessels to 

ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǿŀǘŜǊǎ όƛΦŜΦ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ {Ŝŀ ŀƴŘ 99½ύΦ {ǳŎƘ ŀ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ 

party can be either a foreign government, a union of foreign governments (such as the EU), a 

private company, or an association of private companies. These agreements provide fishing 

opportunities in return for payments or investments, and usually set out the conditions that 

regulate fishing activities. 

Key information for 2019: 

Agreements that allow foreign vessels to fish in Seychelles' waters: 5 

Agreements that allow Seychelles-flagged vessels to fish in third country waters: 2 

 

 

 

Number of studies or reports that 

provide evaluation or oversight of 

these agreements: 

1 Ā Related to the access agreement with the EU 

Foreign fishing access agreements - Status of Seychelles in 2019

Agreements that allow foreign vessels to fish in 
Seychelles' waters

European Union (EU)

Mauritius

Taiwan Deep-sea Tuna Longline 
Boat Owners and Exporters 

Association (TTA)

Top Fortune International (TFI)

Dongwon Industries Co. Ltd.

Agreements that allow Seychelles-flagged vessels to 
fish in third country waters

Mayotte (EU)

Mauritius
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Summary of transparency assessment for 2019: 

Is the information available 

to the government of 

Seychelles? 

Is the information published 

on a government website and 

freely accessible? 

Is the information seen as 

complete by the National 

Multi -Stakeholder Group? 

   

To a large extent Partially Unknown 

 

 

During this FiTI reporting process, SFA published the two access agreements with the 

government of Mauritius, which allowed Seychelles-flagged vessels to fish in 

Mauritian waters and Mauritius-ŦƭŀƎƎŜŘ ǾŜǎǎŜƭǎ ǘƻ ŦƛǎƘ ƛƴ {ŜȅŎƘŜƭƭŜǎΩ ǿŀǘŜǊǎΦ 

 

None of the other ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ǾŜǎǎŜƭǎ ǘƻ ŦƛǎƘ ƛƴ {ŜȅŎƘŜƭƭŜǎΩ 

waters have been published by the Seychellois government.  

The only available information relating to agreements signed by Seychelles are the 

agreements ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ {ŜȅŎƘŜƭƭŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 9¦ ŀƴŘ between Seychelles and Mayotte, 

which have both been published along with their relevant protocols on the website 

of the European Commission. 

 

The only published information concerning the evaluation of foreign fishing access 

agreements is in relation to catches made by vessels under such agreements. These 

have been partially published for the year 2019 as part of the Fisheries Statistical 

Report 2019. There were also two oversight reports on the implementation of the 

sectoral support provided to Seychelles as part of the EU agreement. These were 

prepared by SFA but have not been published. 

 

There appears to be no written agreement (i.e. contract) between Seychelles and 

Dongwon Industries Co. Ltd.9 

 

Confidentiality clauses that would restrict the publication of future agreements and 

protocols should be avoided. 

  

 
9  Lǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ммόпύόōύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƛǎƘŜǊƛŜǎ !Ŏǘ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ {ŜȅŎƘŜƭƭŜǎΩ ǿŀǘŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀƴ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΥ 
Ψ! ƭƛŎŜƴŎŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǎǳōǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ όоύ shall (a) be granted on payment of such fee as provided for in an international 
agreement under section 12; or (b) in the absence of an agreement under section 12, be granted on payment 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŦŜŜΦΩ 

? 
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The State of the Fisheries Resources 

Key information for 2019: 

Given that different species are pursued as part of ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ {ŜȅŎƘŜƭƭŜǎΩ ǿŀǘŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ 

following simplified overview chart outlines the responsibilities for conducting stock 

assessments. 

 

 

Number of stock assessments 

published by national authorities in 

Seychelles: 

1 Ā {Ǉƛƴȅ ƭƻōǎǘŜǊǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ {ŜȅŎƘŜƭƭŜǎΩ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ 
island of Mahé 

Number of species groups with 

stock status information (up to 

2018): 

18 
[For a complete listing, please refer to section 2.4 

of this report] 

 

  

Responsibilities for conducting stock assessments

Seychelles

Demersal species

Lobster

Sea cucumber

Semi-pelagicspecies

Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC)

Tuna and tuna-like species

Billfish (e.g swordfish, 
marlins)

Pelagic sharks
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thereof: Stock status (biomass)10 thereof: Fishing pressure11 

  

Summary of transparency assessment for 2019: 

Is the information available 

to the government of 

Seychelles? 

Is the information published 

on a government website and 

freely accessible? 

Is the information seen as 

complete by the National 

Multi -Stakeholder Group? 

   

To a large extent No No 

 

 

None of the stock assessments produced or commissioned by SFA are publicly 

available. 

 

A comprehensive report on the status of fish stocks in Seychelles has also not been 

compiled. 

  

 
10  Stock status indicates whether the biomass in the stock is able to support largest long-term average catch or 

yield under the existing environmental conditions. This long-term average catch or yield is commonly referred 
to as the maximum sustainable yield (MSY). Overfished indicates that the biomass is below the level to 
support the MSY. Vice versa, not overfished indicates that the stock biomass is at a level where it can produce 
the MSY.  

11  Level of fishing pressure indicates whether a stock is experiencing too much fishing or not. Subjected to 
overfishing indicates a stock has a fishing mortality (harvest) rate that is higher than MSY. Not subjected to 
overfishing indicates that the fishing mortality is not affecting MSY.  

Overfished
50%

Not overfished
50%

Subject to 
overfishing

39%

Uncertain
33%

Not subject to 
overfishing

28%










































































































































































































