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Plotosus lineatus (Thunberg, 1787)

The Striped Catfish can be recognized by its striped
coloration, barbels around the mouth, and its body shape which tapers to
a point posteriorly. Small juveniles are black and large adults may be less
distinctly striped. Plotosus lineatus can reach a maximum length of 32 cm
(13 in) and about 40cm in Persian Gulf. The body is brown with cream-
colored or white longitudinal bands. The most striking feature of this
species is in the fins; in fact the second dorsal, caudal and anal are fused
together as in eels. In the rest of the body is quite similar to a freshwater
catfish: the mouth is surrounded by four pairs of barbells, four on the
upper jaw and four on the lower jaw. The first dorsal and each of
the pectoral fins have a highly venomous spine. They may even be fatal.
Juveniles of P. lineatus form dense ball-shaped schools of about 100 fish,
while adults are solitary or occur in smaller groups of around 20 and are
known to hide under ledges during the day. Adult P. lineatus search and
stir the sand incessantly for crustaceans, mollusks, worms, and sometimes
fish. Striped eel catfish is an oviparous fish; this species has demersal eggs
and planktonic larvae. This species has evolved long ampullary canals in its
electrosensory organs.
Food: Plotosus lineatus eats mainly benthic invertebrates and algae with
larger individuals sometimes eating small fishes.
Habitat: Plotosus lineatus is an inshore species, inhabiting a variety of
habitats, such as lagoons, sandy substrate and coral reefs so Iran (Persian
Gulf, Kish Island). It is known as an euryhaline species entering estuaries
and even fresh water. P. lineatus occurs in the Indian Ocean, in the
western Pacific Ocean and sometimes enters freshwaters in
East Africa and Madagascar. The species now also occurs in
the Mediterranean, having invaded as a Lessepsian migrant through
the Suez Canal.
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