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Labroidaes dimidiatus (Valenciennes, 1839)

Labroides dimidiatus, is one of several species of cleaner wrasses found on coral
reefs from Eastern Africa and the Red Sea to French Polynesia, for the first time
from Iran (Persian Gulf, Kish Island). Like other cleaner wrasses, it
eats parasites and dead tissue off larger fishes’ skin in a mutualistic relationship
that provides food and protection for the wrasse, and considerable health
benefits for the other fishes. Some fish mimic cleaner wrasses. For example, a
species of blenny called Aspidontus taeniatus has evolved the same behavior to
tear small pieces of flesh from bigger fish. Cleaner wrasses are usually found
at cleaning stations. Cleaning stations are occupied by different units of cleaner
wrasses, such as a group of youths, a pair of adults, or a group of females
accompanied by a dominant male. When visitors come near the cleaning
stations, the cleaner wrasses greet the visitors by performing a dance-like
motion in which they move their rear up and down. The visitors are referred to
as "clients". Blue streak cleaner wrasses clean to consume ectoparasites on
client fish for food. The bigger fish recognise them as cleaner fish because they
have a lateral stripe along the length of their bodies and by their movement
patterns.
Food: Labroides dimidiatus feeds on crustacean ectoparasites and mucus of
other fishes.

Habitat: Inhabits coral rich areas of inner lagoons and subtidal reef flats to
seaward reefs. This species is a protogynous hermaphrodite. Pelagic spawners.
Sex reversal is completed in 14-18 days. Stays in stations where other fish come
to be cleaned. Cleaning intensity is not related to client size or commonness.
Cleaning stations are occupied by a pair of adults, a group of juveniles or a group
of females accompanied by a dominant male where a female becomes a
functional male if the dominant male disappears. Some adults solitary and
territorial. An unfamiliar visitor is usually greeted by dance-like movements with
the tail maneuvering the back part of the body up and down. The size of eggs is
approximately 0.64 mm and spherical in shape. Eggs contained multiple oil
globules. Juveniles behave this way when divers approach closely.

Kingdom:  Animalia
Phylum:  Chordata
Class:  Actinopterygii
Order:  Perciformes

Family:  Labridae
Genus:  Labroides
Species:  L. dimidiatus
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