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Welcome to the 6th Newsletter of the Perth Regional Programme Office in support of the IOC of UNESCO (PRPO). 

This extended edition provides comprehensive coverage of the PRPO’s programs and activities undertaken throughout 

2012. Please feel free to distribute it to others and note that it is also available to download via the PRPO website at www.

iocperth.org. A table of contents has been provided to help you to navigate your way through the newsletter and a list of 

acronyms used throughout the newsletter is provided at the end. I hope you enjoy reading our highlights of 2012 and I 

look forward to our continued engagement in all matters under the purview of the PRPO.  

Nick D’Adamo, Officer in Charge
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Personnel 
We wish former PRPO Programme Manager Dr Sarah Grimes well in her new role at UNESCO IOC Paris HQ in the GOOS 
Project Office of the Ocean Observations and Services Section. I would like to thank Sarah for her tremendous work with the 
PRPO. Sarah is now working on the GEOWOW project, short for “GEOSS Interoperability for Weather, Ocean and Water”, 
where GEOSS = Global Earth Observation System of Systems of the Group on Earth Observations (GEO). The IOC is leading 
the ‘Oceans’ component that will make ocean data more ‘discoverable’ through the GEOSS. This will include strengthening the 
infrastructure for and accessibility of ocean data, and developing marine ecosystem indicators that will support ocean assessment 
and policy decision-making in the future.
 
We also say goodbye to Dr Jane Cunneen, Program Specialist since 2006 to the ICG-IOTWS Secretariat, established and co-
located with the PRPO in Perth. Jane will focus on her young family and a role with a geo-scientific company in Perth. Jane has 
been a stalwart for the ICG since being the first appointee to its Secretariat and has played a critical role in the development of 
all facets of the warning system for this very vulnerable region of the world. Her professionalism, scientific skills and experience 
will be roundly missed by the Secretariat’s wide constituency.
 
We welcome Mrs Louise Wicks who was appointed to the role of PRPO Programme Manager in July 2012. Louise has over 15 
years experience in natural resource management, initially as an environmental scientist in the private sector and most recently 
holding an executive position in the Australian Government’s Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population 
and Communities. I invite you to contact Louise at any time regarding programs and other matters within the scope of the 
Office. 

We also thank Mr Denis Provencal, Ministère du Développement durable, de l’Environnement et des Parcs Gouvernement du 
Québec, who spent an eight month sabbatical at the PRPO during 2012, working on a comparative assessment of marine policy 
history in Australia and Canada. It was a pleasure having Denis in the office, and we wish him well on his return to Canada.

Renewal of the PRPO
The PRPO has been renewed to 2018, continuing under the long-standing tri-partite agreement between the Western Australian 
State Government, Commonwealth Government of Australia (through BoM) and UNESCO IOC. As part of this renewal, 
BoM committed its continuing support and administrative underpinning of the co-located Secretariat of the ICG-IOTWS, 
which will continue to be co-located with the PRPO.

RV Lady Amber visit to Fremantle
Captain Peter Flannigan and crew of the RV Lady Amber were hosted by the PRPO during their stop-over in Fremantle, 
Western Australia during January-March, as part of the Lady Amber’s mission to deploy Argo floats in the Indian Ocean. The 
yacht and its crew of four had sailed 33 000 nautical miles and deployed 55 Argo robotic sensors since leaving South Africa in 
December 2010. Data from the Argo floats is important for recording change in ocean conditions supporting ocean forecasting 
and the deployments are a significant contribution to enhancing the Indian Ocean Observing System of GOOS.

 

During the RV Lady Amber’s visit, Dr Nick D’Adamo of the PRPO 
discusses the Argo program with the Hon John Day, Western Australian 
Minister for Planning, Culture and the Arts, Science & Innovation and 
Dr Tom Hatton of CSIRO.
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During 15 to 21 October, 2012, the PRPO hosted and facilitated integration of the 9th Meeting of the Indian Ocean Global 
Ocean Observing System (IOGOOS), and three of its associated sub-entities: the Indian Ocean Panal of GOOS/CLIVAR (IOP 
9th Annual Meeting), the Sustained Indian Ocean Biogeochemistry and Ecosystem Research Program (SIBER 3rd Annual 
Meeting); and the Indian Ocean Observing System Resources Forum (IRF 3rd Annual Meeting) in Cape Town, South Africa.

The meetings again provided a rich update on the growth and related scientific advances relating to the physical and 
biogeochemical components of the Indian Ocean Observing System, including capacity building and societal relevancies. The 
PRPO facilitated all four groups to again meet in unison (as occurred in 2010 in Perth), providing for exchange and synergy 
to be enhanced amongst them. Co-sponsorship for IOP-9 was granted by ICPO and for SIBER-3 by IMBER. INCOIS India, 
again provided the critical Secretariat support and assistance to all of these groups throughout 2012 and for the Cape Town 
meetings. Local assistance for the meetings was also generously provided by the South African Weather Service and the program 
Secretariat of the Agulhas Samali Current Large Marine Ecosystem (ASCLME) program, Grahamstown, South Africa.

We are pleased to provide you with the following detailed summary from each of the meetings, with full reports to be finalised 
during the first half of 2013 and made available via the PRPO website, as well as through the various parent group websites.

IOGOOS-9
Areas addressed at the meeting included:
 > Bay of Bengal monsoon onset and associated intra-seasonal oscillations;
 > Basin wide impacts of the Indian Ocean Dipole on biophysical processes;
 > In region capacity building workshops for the SW Indian ocean under the auspices of the JCOMM Data Buoy  

Cooperation Panel and other JCOMM linkages relevant to IOGOOS;
 > GODAE OceanView and related ocean forecasting activities in the Indian Ocean;
 > Persian Gulf and Gulf of Oman oceanographic studies, including wave forecasting, tsunami characterisation/warning 

systems and circulation modelling;
 > Updates on IndOOS, through reports by IOP, SIBER and IRF;
 > The IOGOOS Pilot Project: Modelling for Ocean Forecasting and Process Studies (MOFPS), involving capacity 

building in ocean observations, related data processing and management and modelling, and including reporting from 
the latest in the series of workshops held in Perth during March 2012;

 > Aligned with the IOGOOS Pilot Project MOFPS, an overview was presented by Drs A Schiller and N D’Adamo 
on the successful application to AusAID for a CSIRO / PRPO led project for a future modelling/ocean forecasting 
capacity building workshop. The workshop will be funded through the AusAID Public Sector Linkages Program 
and titled: “Capacity Building to Progress, Validate and Apply Indian Ocean Forecasting Systems (all IOR-ARC 
countries)”. The project was jointly formulated in co-partnership with PRPO, BoM Australia and India, and with 
the underpinning support of DFAT. Participants are to be drawn from the 20 countries of the IOR-ARC and from 
the complementary IOGOOS constituency. Planning for the workshop is underway and will be held in Perth in May 
2013. The structure of the workshop and its aims have been closely aligned with those of the IOGOOS Pilot Project 
MOFPS, above. The workshop will greatly strengthen existing informal links between researchers from IOR-ARC 
member countries, and will provide a basis to transform these informal interactions into a substantial enduring activity 
that will be coordinated through the PRPO (e.g. potential for greater coordination and shared ownership for the 
region’s observing systems to monitor the marine environment). 

 
More...

Indian Ocean GOOS and related meetings 
South Africa, 15-21 October 2012
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It is envisaged that the workshop will have an immediate positive impact by facilitating secondments and work 
attachments for participants from the IOR-ARC with an Australian counterpart organisation;

 > General reporting on IOGOOS’s capacity building efforts, including the Indian Ocean Core Remote Sensing Project;
 > Strategic linkages with neighbouring IOC related alliances, including the IOC for Africa and the Adjacent Island 

States; IOC Sub-commission for the Western Pacific (WESTPAC) including SEAGOOS.
The current Officers for IOGOOS (all newly elected at IOGOOS-9) are:
 > Geographically based

  >>  Eastern Indian Ocean: Chair Dr Andreas Schiller (CSIRO, Australia);

  >>  North Indian Ocean: Officer Dr Srinivasa Kumar (INCOIS, India); and

  >>  West Indian Ocean: Officer Dr Rezah Badal (Mauritius Oceanography Institute).
                > Project based

  >> Vacant at present. However, additional Officers and/or Associate Officers may be elected out of session to 
represent specific IOGOOS projects (such as IOP, SIBER, IRF, Pilot Projects etc).

IOP-9
IOP’s implementation of the IndOOS continues to address the full suite of GOOS components. This improves the understanding 
and predictability of ocean-climate phenomena as relevant to the continental rim regions around the Indian Ocean (IO) and, 
within it (the island States) and beyond the IO (e.g. as far away as NE Asia, SE Australia and the Pacific). Furthermore, 
leakage of IO water into the Atlantic (via the Agulhas Current system) is now believed to influence the Atlantic ocean-climate 
behaviour, and the global climate system via impacts on the thermo-haline circulation.

IOP aligns strongly and reports to CLIVAR of the WCRP. Updates on IndOOS reported at the meeting included the following 
specific areas:
 > the deep ocean tropical moorings (RAMA) (having sub-sea and surface met-ocean monitors), now achieving around 

67% implementation of its original design aspiration (including the recently added 25S site off  Western Australia);
  

More...
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 > piracy as an impediment to full implementation of IndOOS (including RAMA) in the NW Indian ocean, with 
improved prospects for completion of the RAMA array in that area noted due to the recent reduction in piracy 
incidents;

 > fixed/floating sub-sea sensors (e.g. drifters, bio-physical Argo, gliders);
 > fixed/drifting/ship based sea-surface (incl. met) sensors (e.g. XBT, SOOP);
 > coastal (e.g. radar, wave, water level systems);
 > satellite based (S, T, water level and biology). 

IOP members and affiliates derive from up to 15 nations. Membership criteria were discussed at IOP-9 in the context of 
introducing more flexibility for the nomination and acceptance of new members, specifically in respect to:
 > fostering improved gender balance in representation;
 > allowing emerging major sub-regional science initiatives to be represented in IOP; and
 > providing capacity building opportunities via membership for emerging ocean science communities in order to 

facilitate collaboration and scientific interaction amongst regional scientists from countries with varying degrees of 
ocean science development.

Fundamental science issues covered by the scientists and institutions involved in IOP-9 and in reference to the IOP 
Implementation Plan include:
 > Indian Ocean Dipole and links to ENSO;
 > Seasonal monsoon variability;
 > Intra-seasonal oscillations and far field impacts, incl. Madden Julian Oscillation;
 > Warming trends (since the 1970s);
 > Decadal variability;
 > Basin wide zonal and meridional currents;
 > Shallow and deep overturning circulation;
 > Boundary currents (intra and inter-basin);
 > Ocean-ocean interconnection (oceanic gateways);
 > Cyclone genesis, behaviour, energetics and coupling to ocean properties;
 > Long-term monitoring (e.g. RAMA);
 >Remote/local forcings for decadal variations in warming, sea levels and general dynamical behaviours in the IO,    

including Indo-Pacific relationships;
 > Marine ecosystems and biogeochemistry (which links with SIBER, see below);
 > Role of the IO in the global climate system under climate change, and links with multi-disciplinary ecologically 

based studies, including;

  >>  ASCLME

  >>  BOBLME;

  >>  SCOR/WCRP/IAPSO Working Group 136 Climatic Importance of the Greater Agulhas System;

  >>  ROOS (IMOS).
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SIBER-3

SIBER-3 provided updates and new advances on its six key research themes:

 > Regional Scientific Themes:

  >> Theme 1: Boundary current dynamics, interactions and impacts; >> Theme 2: Variability of the equatorial zone, southern tropics and Indonesian through flow and their   

impacts on ecological processes and biogeochemical cycling;

  >> Theme 3: Physical, biogeochemical and ecological contrasts between the Arabian Sea and the Bay of 

Bengal;

 > Wider Scientific Questions:

  >> Theme 4: Controls and fates of phytoplankton and benthic production in the Indian Ocean;

  >> Theme 5: Climate and anthropogenic impacts on the Indian Ocean and its marginal seas;

  >> Theme 6: The role of higher trophic levels in ecological processes and biogeochemical cycles.

Under these generic research themes, some interesting specific nuances or advances in existing process studies to emerge 
included:

 > Proposed study of hydrothermal activity in mid ocean ridge (vent) areas;

 > Bay of Bengal biogeochemical and ecosystem characterisation under Asian Monsoon conditions;

 > Paleo biogeochemistry;

 > Benthic oxygen dynamics;

 > Grazing and iron controls on diatom blooms in the Arabian Sea;

 > Coastal fisheries studies;

 > Research into the comparative biogeochemistry of dipole eddies in boundary currents (e.g. the Agulhas and 

Leeuwin currents);

 > Biogeochemical fluxes via ocean-ocean exchange flows (eg the Indonesian Throughflow);

 > A proposed East Indian Ocean physical/biogeochemical research initiative to engage IOP and SIBER 

collaboratively.

SIBER also reported on its negotiations (through and with the BOBLME) to implement (imminently) bio-geochemical 
sensors on the Bay of Bengal RAMA site, via an agreement between BOBLME and NOAA USA.

PRPO and IMOS Australia (through its Western Australian IMOS Node) also confirmed that they would assist SIBER in 
promoting/facilitating its mission and work in the Australian and surrounding oceanic regions, through jointly supporting 
a new SIBER regional program office.
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IRF-3

As a standing item at the meeting, IRF received statements on resource needs from IOP and IRF and broadly discussed 
many issues relating to the implementation of IndOOS, including furthering related process studies and sub-basin 
observing components (e.g. addressing the Madden Julian Oscillation, the Indian Ocean Dipole, the Agulhas System the 
Leeuwin Current). Nick D’Adamo is the Convenor of the IRF (taking over from Dr Gary Meyers in 2012), with members 
from Australia, India, South Africa, China, Mauritius, France,  IOC UNESCO, Indonesia, Japan and USA. Some key 
over-arching issues discussed at the meeting included:

 > Examination of the RAMA framework, with discussions on potential new and adjusted RAMA site locations;

 > The concept of establishing a Western Indian Ocean Science Alliance to be facilitated by the ASCLME program 

and based out of South Africa in order to specifically integrate and add to the work of ASCLME, in compliment 

to existing ocean-related programs in the region;

 > Continued efforts to overcome field logistical impediments due to piracy in the NW Indian Ocean, in order to 

complete the emplacement of observational infrastructure under IndOOS in that region, with a particular focus 

on establishing remaining RAMA deep tropical moorings; and

 > Discussion of resources to jointly support a new SIBER regional program office as outlined under SIBER-3 and 

initially involving joint PRPO/WAIMOS personnel support and possible opportunistic cash support as budgets 

permit.

A particular highlight of the IRF-3’s discussion was the concept of IOGOOS along with the SCOR and the IOC 
leading an effort to harness and coordinate Indian Ocean observing stakeholders to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the 
International Indian Ocean Expedition (undertaken during the 1960s). Spoken of as IIOE-2 at the meeting, this was 
discussed within the context of a prospective repeat coordinated multi-national survey program to be undertaken during 
the current decade and under an updated contemporary regime of ocean science objectives and methodologies. Drs Nick 
D’Adamo and Raleigh Hood were requested to work with lead organisations and obvious stakeholders to pull together a 
prospectus for IIOE-2, including the broad parameters for proposed research and survey grids, and are currently seeking 
participation and engagement of relevant organisations through the formation of a reference / coordinating committee 
with plans to hold an inaugural meeting of the group in India during May 2013. Futher information can be obtained 
through the PRPO.
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More...Participants at the Chapman conference, October 2012

American Geophysical Union ‘Chapman Conference’ on The Agulhas System and its Role in 
Changing Ocean Circulation, Climate, and Marine Ecosystems, 
South Africa, 8-12 October 2012

IOGOOS-9 and its associated meetings were located and timed to occur back to back with the American Geophysical 
Union ‘Chapman Conference’ on The Agulhas System and its Role in Changing Ocean Circulation, Climate, and Marine 
Ecosystems (Stellenbosch, Western Cape, South Africa, 8-12 October 2012).
 
The Chapman Conference was a pioneering moment for the Agulhas System’s wide research fraternity as it brought 
together for the first time the global community to review and undertake strategic examinations of the way forward to 
progress the understanding, predictability and societal relevance of the Agulhas System. The thematic areas covered also 
addressed the linkages between the Agulhas System and its wider parent Indian Ocean per se, and associated dynamic 
relationships with the Indian-Pacific and Indian-Atlantic ‘gateways’.
 
The meeting followed the formative work of the SCOR/WCRP/IAPSO Working Group 136 on Climatic Importance 
of the Greater Agulhas System (2009+) and many of the Working Group stakeholders played a leading role in bringing 
the Chapman Conference to fruition. PRPO co-sponsored the conference under the objective of assisting early career 
researchers and managers attend the meeting to promote capacity building for IOGOOS constituents.
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Participants at DBCP, Fremantle, 2012.

28th Session of the Data Buoy Cooperation Panel and 32nd meeting of the Joint Tariff 
Agreement, Fremantle, Western Australia, 2-10 October 2012

The PRPO provided logistical support and sponsorship to the Bureau of Meteorology as local hosts of the 28th session 
of the DBCP in Fremantle, Western Australia, 2-6 October. The DBCP is a subsidiary body of the JCOMM of WMO 
and IOC. It was established in 1985 to coordinate the deployment and maintenance of networks of drifting buoys 
worldwide; to oversee the collection, quality control, global distribution and archival of the data; and to advance buoy 
and sensor technology. Over the 30 years of its existence it has expanded to incorporate moored buoy networks (TAO, 
PIRATA, and RAMA) and the International Tsunameter Partnership as Action Groups, and coordinates closely with 
the free drifting buoy networks of Argo and OceanSITES. It has a number of Pilot Projects on issues such as wave buoy 
measurements, sea-level pressure for numerical weather prediction, new communications technology, and undertakes an 
extensive capacity development programme in buoy technology and data applications.
 
Around 70 participants attended the Panel session from 14 countries and 8 organizations, as well as representatives of 6 
buoy manufacturers. The session was officially opened by the DBCP Chair Al Wallace and included welcome speeches 
from the Hon. Mr John Day MLA (Western Australian State Government) and Ms Melissa Parke MP (Australian 
Government). The first day included a technical workshop, focusing mainly on buoy and communications technology, as 
well as side meetings of the task teams and regional action groups.
 
The PRPO also provided logistical support for the 32nd meeting of the JTA, also in Fremantle, 8-10 October. The JTA 
meetings included over 20 participants from 8 countries and 4 organisations. 

Both meetings were highly successful and once again outlined an agreed set of action items for the ongoing collaboration 
of participants over the next intersessional period. The next DBCP and JTA meetings will be held in Paris in mid 2013.
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Annual PRPO / IMarEST Western Australian Marine Science Awards, Western Australia, 24 
October 2012

The calibre of submissions to the annual marine studies awards is always high, and this year was no exception. Short-
listed applicants were invited to give a presentation of their research to a judging panel and audience at an awards night 
in Fremantle, on 24 October 2012. Students nominated by teaching staff from the Challenger Institute of Technology in 
Fremantle were also awarded for their studies. The PRPO greatly acknowledges the support of the judges: Louise Wicks 
PRPO; Hannah Flint IMarEST; Jim Gunson CSIRO; and in particular IMarEST (WA) Chair, Mr Harry Arnold for his 
ongoing collaboration and support of this annual event. 

Harry has stepped down after a distinguished and hard working tenure as Chair. We look forward to continuing our 
association with Harry while wishing him well in his next challenges. Congratulations to new Chair, Bob Attwooll, whom 
we look forward to working closely with.

The PRPO warmly congratulates the 2012 winners:
 > Ms Julia Reisser – Winner Postgraduate Award – (UWA) School of Environmental Systems Engineering 

and Oceans Institute for her work titled: “Marine plastics in waters around Australia: concentrations, types and 
potential sources” (Supervisors: Prof Charitha Pattiaratchi, Michele Thums and Chris Wilcox);

 > Ms Alison Coumbe – Winner Undergraduate Award – from UWA for her work titled “The role of wave 
processes on coral reef island morphology and formation” (Supervisors: Prof Ryan Lowe and Andrew Pomeroy); 
and 

 > Mr Liam Keating, Mr Matthew Lee and Ms Amy Rylance - from the Challenger Institute of Technology as 
equal Winners of the Technical Award for outstanding work during their course.

Participants and judges, 2012 PRPO / IMarEST Western Australian Marine Science Awards. L-R: Representative for Amy Rylance, Liam 
Keating, Margaret Mohring, Julia Reisser, Alison Coumbe, Thibaut de Bettignies, Lauren Biagioni, Louise Wicks, Jim Gunson, Hannah 
Flint and Harry Arnold.
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Highlights from other regional meetings involving the PRPO during 2012
 

PRPO held meetings with relevant Western Australian Government Ministers (Environment; and Science and 
Innovation) and Federal MPs (Government and Opposition) to brief them on the PRPO and UNESCO IOC in general. 
This also helped to facilitate MP engagement in IOC related activities, including the Lady Amber visit in January and the 
DBCP meeting held in Fremantle during October.

Nick D’Adamo presented keynote speeches in Tehran, I.R. Iran in February at the: 1st International Conference on 
the Persian Gulf Oceanography; the 9th Conference of Iranian Marine Science and Technologies; and inaugurations 
of the Iranian National Centre for Ocean Hazards and Iranian National Centre for Oceanic Data. The mission 
also involved discussions on Iran’s aspiration to establish a regional training base in ocean sciences under the UNESCO 
Category 2 Centre framework and discussions in relation to potential Iranian engagement in IOGOOS related initiatives 
including the IOP, SIBER, IRF and capacity building projects.

Iranian Marine Hazards Workshop, February 2012

12.

PRPO facilitated and assisted in the PIGOOS Advisory Committee and SEREAD Steering Committee meetings 
held in Wellington, New Zealand, during February. Discussions involved resourcing, with co-sponsors re-affirming 
sufficient support to underpin the programs for 2 years at least. The presence of NOAA, BoM, PRPO and PIGOOS 
constituents at these meetings provided the opportunity for discussions to be held with Captain Peter Flannigan of RV 
Lady Amber on prospective Argo float deployments in the Pacific, Atlantic and Indian Oceans over the coming 1-2 
years. The PRPO facilitated Captain Flannigan’s visit. More...



PRPO coordinated and hosted the inaugural meeting of Indo-Pacific Oceanography Reference Group (IPORG) (Perth, 
March), bringing together many groups and organisations engaged in GOOS for the oceanic regions in and around 
Australia. IPORG evolved as an initiative of the PRPO to provide a collegial vehicle for members to:
 > meet periodically face to face;
 > establish and strengthen working relationships and understandings;
 > update each other on key programs (current and prospective); and
 > follow those updates with a round-table exploration of mutual interests, synergies and potential collaborative 

opportunities amongst members, all under the over-arching umbrella of furthering the IOC’s global mission 
through regionally based efforts.

The following organizations were invited to participate in this first meeting of IPORG:
 > ATSEA
 > BLUE link Australia
 > GOOS-Africa 
 > GOOS Rio Office
 > GRASP
 > IOC WESTPAC
 > IOC Africa
 > IOGOOS
 > IRF
 > INAGOOS 
 > IMOS
 > PacIOOS of IOOS USA
 > PIGOOS
 > SEREAD
 > SEAGOOS 
 > SOOS
 > WAGOOS
 > UNESCO IOC Headquarters (Paris).

PRPO facilitated and participated in the Third In-Region Western Indian Ocean Capacity Building Workshop of the 
WMO/IOC DBCP and Partners titled: “Implementation and Operation of Indian Ocean Data Buoy Networks and their 
Applications for Enhancing Regional Predictive Capability”, in Mombassa, Kenya during April. This followed workshops 
in South Africa (2010) and Mauritius (2011). These workshops are primarily designed for ocean data users, researchers and 
buoy operators in countries of the Western Indian Ocean region. The curricula cover ocean observations, data processing/
management from various in situ oceanographic and marine meteorological platforms, process characterisation, application 
of related knowledge and modelling. IndOOS is a key reference program for these workshops. The PRPO sponsored Dr 

Gary Brassington, from the BoM, to attend and provide expertise in modelling/ocean forecasting. More...
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PRPO assisted the IOC Secretariat in the inaugural meeting of the IOC Sub-Commission for Africa and the Adjacent 
Island States held at the UN facility in Nairobi, Kenya, during May. This included a presentation by Nick D’Adamo on 
IOGOOS and associated projects and related strategic discussions aimed at promoting effective integration between IOC 
Africa and the Indian Ocean programs under the purview of PRPO (e.g. IOGOOS, IOP, SIBER and IRF).

PRPO presented an invited talk to the 9th IMBER Scientific Steering Committee meeting, in La Paz, Mexico during 
June. PRPO and IMBER are co-patrons/sponsors of SIBER and this joint support was re-affirmed at the meeting. 

PRPO participated in the 45th session of the IOC Executive Council in Paris, 25-28 June and subsequent meetings 
with the IOC Executive Secretary. The meetings with the IOC Executive Secretary and Dr Peter Dexter (PRPO Australian 
BoM focal point and Australian Delegate to IOC) discussed the way forward for the development of new agreements for 
the two IOC Perth Secretariat offices (PRPO and Secretariat ICG/IOTWS), to be finalised by June 2013. 

The SPREP met during August in Noumea, New Caledonia. PIGOOS was profiled at the meeting and Nick D’Adamo 
held discussions helping to facilitate a consolidation of SPREP’s ongoing support (as Secretariat and local host) for 
PIGOOS based out of its HQ in Apia, Samoa.

The GEF International Waters (GEF IW) Science Conference was held in Bangkok during September and Nick 
D’Adamo was invited to participate in workshops concerning coasts and open seas themes. The meeting was essentially a 
high level strategic planning event to discuss and examine priorities for GEF IW into the future.

The Australian IMOS Blue Water and Climate Node held a national workshop in Hobart during November, showcasing 
achievements and discussing future priorities. Nick D’Adamo provided an overview of IOGOOS and PIGOOS activities 
in the context of relevancies to the Node. Dr D’Adamo is also a member of IMOS Advisory Board and participated in 
their meetings throughout 2012, as well as meetings of the OPSAG of which he is also a member. 

During 2012 the PRPO also managed the final stages of a Census of Marine Life project for the North West Indian 
Ocean region. This involved facilitation of a PhD study on the documentation of the biodiversity information for the 
NW Indian Ocean and adjacent marginal seas (focussing on the Sea of Oman and Arabo-Persian waters). Some of the 
key publications resulting from this work are: The coral biodiversity in the Northwest Indian Ocean: knowledge and 
gaps (review), a paper submitted to the PLOS ONE Journal by Kaveh Samimi-Namin, Michel R. Claereboudt, Nick 
D’Adamo, Leen van Ofwegen, Bernhard Riegl, Patricia Miloslavich; and complementary work in chapters (Samimi et al) 
of Coral Reefs of the Gulf – Adaptation to Climate Extremes (in ‘Coral Reefs of the World’ Vol 3) (Eds B M Riegl and S 
J Purkis), Springer 2012. More...
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PRPO also engaged with the Australian Department for Foreign Affairs and Trade in arrangements for a proposed visit 
to Australia by the Secretary General of the IOR-ARC, and also engaged in initiatives involving:

 > World Wildlife Fund for Nature;
 > University of Western Australia, Oceans Institute Dialogue Series;
 > University of Western Australia, Fogarty Foundation;
 > ABC TV and Radio promotional stories on GOOS, focussing on the RV Lady Amber’s deployments of Argo 

floats in the Indian Ocean;
 > Capacity Building in the SW Pacific through the SEREAD oceans/climate curriculum development and 

delivery program for high and primary school students;
 > Western Australian Marine Science Institution;
 > State and National natural resource management agencies;
 > US Embassy (Perth and Canberra offices); and

 > Indian Ocean Climate Initiative Stage 3.

Upcoming meetings and conferences
 
 > The first planning meeting/workshop for the Eastern Indian Ocean Upwelling Initiative (under IOP and 

SIBER) will be held April 25-26 2013 at JAMSTEC Yokohama Institute for Earth Science, Japan. 

 > Fourth DBCP In-Region Western Indian Ocean Capacity Building Workshop (WIO4) Zanzibar, Tanzania 29 

April – 3 May 2013. 

 > The inaugural meeting of the IIOE-2 reference/coordinating committee will be held in India during May 

2013. For further information please contact Drs Nick D’Adamo (nick.dadamo@bom.gov.au) or Raleigh Hood 

(rhood@umces.edu).

 > The 6th GOOS GRA Forum will be held in May 2013 in Waikiki, Hawaii. 

 > IOP-10, SIBER-4 and IRF-4 will be held in Li Jiang, China, 8-12 July 2013. Further details of these meetings 

will be made available through the IOP, SIBER and IRF websites.

 > The GODAE OceanView Symposium 2013 “International Operational Oceanography: 5 years on from 

GODAE – where are we now?” will be held 4-6 November 2013 in Washington DC, USA. More information 

on the conference can be found on the GODAE OceanView Symposium pages: www.godae-oceanview.org/

outreach/meetings-workshops/Symposium-Review-2013. 

 > IMBER Open Science Conference will be held from 23-27 June 2014 in Bergen, Norway.  For more information 

on the IMBER Open Science Conference please go to: www.imber.info/index.php/Meetings/IMBER-OSC-2014. 

 



For further information
Dr Nick D’Adamo, Officer in Charge – UNESCO IOC Perth Regional Programme Office 

Level 5, 1100 Hay Street, West Perth 6005 Western Australia
Nick.D’Adamo@bom.gov.au or Ph. +61 89226 2899

 Acronyms used throughout the publication

ASCLME: Agulhas-Somali Current Large Marine Ecosystem 
program
ATSEA: Arafura and Timor Seas Ecosystem Action
BOBLME: Bay of Bengal Large Marine Ecosystem program 
BoM: Bureau of Meteorology
CLIVAR: Climate Variability Project of WCRP
CSIRO: Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research 
Organisation
DBCP: Data Buoy Cooperation Panel
ENSO: El Nino-Southern Oscillation
GEF: Global Environment Facility
GODAE: Global Ocean Data Assimilation Experiment
GOOS:  Global Ocean Observing System
GRA: Global Regional Alliance of GOOS
GRASP: GRA for the South Pacific
IAPSO: International Association for the Physical Sciences of 
the Oceans
ICG-IOTWS: Intergovernmental Coordination Group for the 
Indian Ocean Tsunami Warning & Mitigation System
ICPO: International CLIVAR Project Office of the WCRP
IIOE-2: International Indian Ocean Expedition -2
IMAREST: Institute for Marine Engineering Science & 
Technology
IMBER: Integrated Marine Biogeochemistry and Ecosystem 
Research
IMOS: Integrated Marine Observing System for Australia
INAGOOS: Indonesian GOOS
INCOIS: Indian National Centre for Ocean Information 
Services
IndOOS: Indian Ocean Observing System
IO: Indian Ocean
IOC: Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission 
IOC Africa: IOC Sub-Commission for Africa and the Adjacent 
Island States
IOGOOS: Indian Ocean GOOS
IOP: Indian Ocean Panel of GOOS/CLIVAR
IOR-ARC: Indian Ocean Rim Association for Regional 
Cooperatio
IPORG: Indo-Pacific Oceanography Reference Group

 IRF: Indian Ocean Observing System Resources Forum 
JAMSTEC: Japan Agency for Marine-Earth Science and 
Technology
JCOMM: Joint Technical Commission for Oceanography and 
Marine Meteorology
JTA: Joint Tariff Agreement of Argos
MOFPS: Modelling for Ocean Forecasting and Process Studies
NOAA: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, USA
OPSAG: Oceans Policy Science Advisory Group
PacIOOS: Pacific Integrated Ocean Observing System
PI-GOOS: Pacific Islands Global Ocean Observing System
PIRATA: Prediction and Research Moored Array in the Atlantic
PRPO: Perth Regional Programme Office in support of the IOC of 
UNESCO 
RAMA: The Research Moored Array for African-Asian-Australian 
Monsoon Analysis and Prediction
ROOS: Regional Ocean Observing Systems
SCOR: Scientific Committee on Oceanic Research
SEAGOOS: South East Asian GOOS
SEREAD: Scientific Educational Resources and Experience 
Associated with the Deployment of Argo Profiling Floats in the 
South Pacific Ocean
SIBER: Sustained Indian Ocean Biogeochemistry and Ecosystem 
Research 
SOOS: Southern Ocean Observing System
SOOP: Ship of Opportunity Program
SPREP: Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment 
Programme
TAO: Tropical Atmosphere Ocean
UNEP: United Nations Environment Programme
UNESCO: United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation 
UWA: University of Western Australia
WA: Western Australia 
WAGOOS: Western Australian GOOS
WCRP: World Climate Research Programme
WESTPAC: IOC Sub-Commission for the Western Pacific
WMO: World Meteorological Organisation 


